MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

OF THE 90TH SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST

SESSION (2020-2024) OF THE TWELFTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 10:00 P.M.

ON WEDNESDAY, 18TH DECEMBER, 2024,

IN THE DOME OF THE ARTHUR CHUNG CONFERENCE CENTRE, 

LILIENDAAL, GREATER GEORGETOWN

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (71)

Speaker (1)

*Hon. Manzoor Nadir, M.P., Speaker of the National Assembly 

MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT (38)

Peoples Progressive Party Civic (38)

Prime Minister (1)

 Hon. Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark A. Phillips, M.S.S., M.P., Prime Minister  

Vice-President (1)

 Hon. Bharrat Jagdeo, M.P., Vice-President (Virtual – Participation)
Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs (1)

 Hon. Mohabir A. Nandlall, S.C., M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs

Senior Ministers (16)

 Hon. Gail Teixeira, M.P. (Region No. 7 –   Cuyuni/Mazaruni), Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance and Government Chief Whip 

Hon. Hugh H. Todd, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica), Minister of Foreign Affairs   and International Co-operation 

*Hon. Dr. Ashni K. Singh, M.P., Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service 

Hon. Bishop Juan A. Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P., Minister of Public Works 
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 Hon. Dr. Frank C. S. Anthony, M.P., Minister of Health 

 Hon. Priya D. Manickchand, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara),

 Minister of Education 

*Hon. Brindley H.R. Benn, M.P., Minister of Home Affairs 

 Hon. Zulfikar Mustapha, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne), Minister of Agriculture 

Hon. Pauline R.A. Campbell-Sukhai, M.P., Minister of Amerindian Affairs (Virtual – Participation) 

Hon. Joseph L.F. Hamilton, M.P., Minister of Labour 

Hon. Vickram O. Bharrat, M.P., Minister of Natural Resources 


*Hon. Oneidge Walrond, M.P., Minister of Tourism, Industry and Commerce 

Hon. Collin D. Croal, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini), Minister of Housing and Water

Hon. Vindhya V. H. Persaud, M.S., M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica), Minister of Human Services and Social Security

Hon. Charles S. Ramson, M.P., Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport  

Hon. Sonia S. Parag, M.P., Minister of Local Government and Regional Development 

Junior Ministers (4)

Hon. Susan M. Rodrigues, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica), Minister within the Ministry of Housing and Water 

Hon. Deodat Indar, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Public Works 

Hon. Anand Persaud, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Local Government and Regional Development  

Hon. Warren K.E. McCoy, M.P., Minister within the Office of the Prime Minister
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Other Members (15)

Hon. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P. 

Hon. Alister S. Charlie, M.P. (Region No. 9 – Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo) 

Hon. Dr. Vishwa D.B. Mahadeo, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Hon. Sanjeev J. Datadin, M.P. 

Hon. Seepaul Narine, M.P. 

Hon. Yvonne Pearson-Fredericks, M.P.

Hon. Dr. Bheri S. Ramsaran, M.P. 

Hon. Dr. Jennifer R.A. Westford, M.P. 

Hon. Faizal M. Jaffarally, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice) 

Hon. Dr. Tandika S. Smith, M.P. (Region No. 3 - Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)

Hon. Lee G.H. Williams, M.P. 

*Hon. Sarah Browne, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Amerindian Affairs 

*Hon. Vikash Ramkissoon, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture 

Hon. Bhagmattie Veerasammy, M.P. 

Hon. Nandranie Coonjah, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)

MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITION (32)

(i) A Partnership For National Unity + Alliance For Change (APNU/AFC) (31)

Hon. Aubrey Norton M.P., Leader of the Opposition (Virtual – Participation)
Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P. 

Hon. Roysdale A. Forde, S.C., M.P. 

Hon. Shurwayne F.K. Holder, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam) (Virtual – Participation)
Hon. Catherine A. Hughes, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 

Hon. Geeta Chandan-Edmond, M.P. 

Hon. Sherod A. Duncan, M.P. 

Hon. Volda A. Lawrence, M.P. 
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Hon. Dawn Hastings-Williams, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni) 
Hon. Christopher A. Jones, M.P., Opposition Chief Whip 

Hon. Vinceroy H. Jordan, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice) 

Hon. Amanza O.R. Walton-Desir, M.P. 

Hon. Coretta A. McDonald, A.A., M.P. 

Hon. Deonarine Ramsaroop, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) (Absent)
Hon. Vincent P. Henry, M.P. 

Hon. Dr. Karen Cummings, M.P. 

Hon. Tabitha J. Sarabo-Halley, M.P. 
Hon. Natasha Singh-Lewis, M.P.

Hon. Annette N. Ferguson, M.P. 

Hon. Juretha V. Fernandes, M.P.

Hon. David A. Patterson, M.P. 

Hon. Ronald Cox, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini) 

Hon. Jermaine A. Figueira, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice) 
Hon. Ganesh A. Mahipaul, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) 

Hon. Haimraj B. Rajkumar, M.P. 

Hon. Nima N. Flue-Bess, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 
Hon. Dineshwar N. Jaiprashad, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Hon. Maureen A. Philadelphia, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 

Hon. Beverley Alert, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) (Virtual – Participation)

Hon. Richard E. Sinclair, M.P. (Region No. 8 –Potaro/Siparuni) 

Hon. Devin L. Sears, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper-Demerara/Upper-Berbice) (Virtual-Participation)

A New and United Guyana, Liberty and Justice Party and The New Movement (ANUG, LJP & TNM) (1)
Hon. Dr. Asha Kissoon, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly (Virtual-Participation) 
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Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly
Ms. Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 10:35 a.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-

The Speaker made the following announcements:

A MINUTE’S SILENCE 
A minute’s silence was observed as a mark of respect for Hon. Lisa Morris-Julian, M.P., Minister in the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and two of her children Xianne and Josiah Julian. The minute’s silence was also observed for: -  
· Toshao Ridley Joseph, 
· Persons who lost their lives on their way to St. Cuthbert’s Mission, and 
· Former Member of Parliament, Mr. George Marshall.

The Speaker directed the Clerk of the National Assembly to convey the sympathy of the National Assembly of the Parliament of Guyana to the Speaker of the House of Assembly of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on the death of the Hon. Lisa Morris-Julian.

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS
The Speaker, on behalf of the Members of the National Assembly and himself, expressed birthday wishes to Hon. Amanza Walton-Desir, M.P., Hon. Vinceroy Jordan, M.P., Hon. Shurwayne Holder, M.P., and Hon. Christopher Jones, M.P., Opposition Chief Whip.
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PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS, ETC.

By the Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service:

(i) The Ministers, Members of the National Assembly and Special Offices (Emoluments) Order 2024 – No. 85 of 2024.

(Circulated)

(ii) The Constitutional Offices (Remuneration of Holders) Order 2024 – No. 86 of 2024.

(Circulated)

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES-

By the Minister of Human Services and Social Security:

Third Special Report of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Social Services on the Visit to the Sophia Care Centre, the Children and Family Centre, and the Palms Geriatric Institution on Wednesday, 15th May, 2024.









           (Circulated)
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE-

For Written Reply

TEACHERS’ SALARY

Member Asking: 
Mr. Richard Sinclair, M.P.

Minister Answering:     The Minister of Education
1. Can the Minister inform the National Assembly how many teachers in regions (1-10), NET salary per month is less than One Hundred and Fifty Thousand ($150,000) for Nursery, Primary and Secondary schools. 
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2. Can the Minister also inform the National Assembly how many teachers in regions (1-10), NET salary per month is more than One Hundred and Fifty Thousand ($150,000) but less than Two Hundred Thousand ($200,000) for Nursery, Primary and Secondary schools.
3. Can the Minister further inform the National Assembly how many teachers in regions (1-10), NET salary per month is more than Two Hundred Thousand ($200,000) but less than Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand ($250,000) for Nursery, Primary and Secondary schools. 

  (Notice Paper No. 338 (Q254 Opp.254) published on 2024-06-28) 

The Minister of Education did not submit the answers to the abovementioned questions.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Presentation and First Readings

1. ENGINEERS BILL 2024 – Bill No. 21/2024

The Minister of Public Works, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill, which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide for the registration and regulation of persons in the practice of engineering in Guyana and for related matters.







               (Circulated)

2. FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2024 – Bill No. 22/2024
The Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill, which was read the first time:
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A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Financial Institutions Act.








(Circulated)

3. GUYANA HORSE RACING AUTHORITY BILL 2024 – Bill No. 23/2024
The Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill, which was read the first time:

A BILL intitutled AN ACT to provide for the regulation of the horse racing industry; to establish a Horse Racing Authority, and for connected matters.






(Circulated)

PUBLIC BUSINESS

(i) GOVERNMENT’S BUSINESS

BILLS – Second Readings

ITEM 1 -         ACQUISITION OF LANDS FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES (AMENDMENT) 
BILL 2024 – Bill No. 16/2024 published on 2024-11-22

The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs moved the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL inituled AN ACT to amend the Acquisition of Lands for Public Purposes Act.



(Read a first time on 2024-11-25)

Hon. Ganesh Mahipaul, M.P., spoke to the motion.
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SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 12:07 p.m., the Sitting was suspended.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 1:19 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.
The Assembly resumed the debate on the Bill.

The following Members also spoke to the motion:

Hon. Bishop Juan Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P., Minister of Public Works

Hon. Vincent Henry, M.P.


Hon. Collin Croal, M.P., Minister of Housing and Water

Hon. Annette Ferguson, M.P.

Hon. Joseph Hamilton, M.P., Minister of Labour

Hon. Amanza Walton-Desir, M.P.
Hon. Sanjeev Datadin, M.P.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 4:30 p.m., the Sitting was suspended.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 5:34 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.
The Assembly resumed the debate on the Bill.

The following Members also spoke to the motion:

Hon. Nima Flue-Bess, M.P.
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Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P.

Hon. Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark Phillips, M.S.S., M.P., Prime Minister

Hon. Roysdale Forde, S.C., M.P. 
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER # 10(1)
At 7.32 p.m., the Minister of Education moved that Standing Order No.10(1) be suspended to enable the Assembly to continue with its business beyond 8.00 p.m. 

Thereafter, the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs replied.
The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee
Clause 1 was passed as printed.
Clause 2 was passed as printed on the following Division:

AGAINST
                                                                                     FOR
Mr. Sears                                                                                             Dr. Kissoon

Mr. Sinclair                                                                                         Ms. Coonjah


Ms. Alert







Ms. Veersammy

Ms. Philadelphia






Mr. Williams

Mr. Jaiprashad






             Dr. Smith

Mrs. Flue-Bess






Mr. Jaffarally

Mr. Rajkumar







Dr. Westford
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Mr. Mahipaul







Dr. Ramsaran

Mr. Figueira







Mrs. Pearson-Fredericks

Mr. Cox







Mr. Narine

Mr. Patterson   






Mr. Datadin

Ms. Fernandes






             Dr. Mahadeo

Ms. Ferguson







Mr. Charlie

Mrs. Singh-Lewis






Mr. Seeraj

Mrs. Sarabo-Halley






Mr. McCoy

Dr. Cummings






             Mr. A. Persaud

Mr. Henry







Mr. Indar

Ms. Mc. Donald






Ms. Rodrigues

Mrs. Walton-Desir






Ms. Parag

Mr. Jordan







Mr. Ramson

Mr. Jones







Dr. V. Persaud

Mrs. Hastings-Williams





Mr. Croal

Mrs. Lawrence






Mr. Bharrat

Mr. Duncan







Mr. Hamilton

Mrs. Chandon-Edmond





Ms. Sukhai

Mrs. Hughes







Mr. Mustapha

Mr. Holder







Ms. Manickchand

Mr. Forde                                                                                

Dr. Anthony

Mr. Ramjattan







Bishop Edghill

Mr. Norton





             

Mr. Todd
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Mr. Teixeira










Mr. Nandlall










Mr. Phillips


______________                                                                                        ____________

         30                                                                                                               33

______________                                                                                      _____________

Clause 3
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs moved the following amendments, which were put and carried:
1. Insert after clause 2 the following as new clause 3-

	“Amendment of section 12 of the Principal Act.

	           “3. Section 12(1) of the Principal Act is amended by substituting for the words “Companies Clauses and Powers Consolidated Ordinance, 1846” the words “Arbitration Act 2024”.
Renumber Clause 3 as Clause 4.”
Clause 3 was then passed as amended.


Clause 4
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs moved the following amendments, which were put and carried:
1. Substitute for new clause 4 the following-

	“Advance payment. 
	     24A. (1) Where any land is acquired under this Act the Minister shall promptly lodge with the Registrar, by ex parte application to the Court, an advance payment of eighty percent of an amount equal to the purchase money or adequate compensation as estimated by the Minister to be payable under this Act, and any person 
                                     13.

lawfully entitled and duly authorised may make an application to the Court for payment of the said sum.

           (2) Where an advance payment is made on the basis of an estimate under subsection (1) and the amount of that payment exceeds the purchase money or adequate compensation as finally agreed or determined, the excess shall be refunded.

         (3) Where the land is the subject of a mortgage or any other similar registered encumbrance the Minister shall pay such advance payment as would be required for securing the release of the interest of the mortgagee or the creditor in that land.

         (4) An advance payment on account of adequate compensation in respect of land which is the subject of settlement or trust whether express or otherwise, shall be made to the persons entitled to give a discharge for capital money and shall be held and treated as capital money arising under settlement or trust.”.

	
	


Clause 4  was then passed as amended on the following Division:

AGAINST
                                                                                     FOR
Mr. Sears                                                                                             Dr. Kissoon

Mr. Sinclair                                                                                         Ms. Coonjah


Ms. Alert







Ms. Veersammy

Ms. Philadelphia






Mr. Williams
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Mr. Jaiprashad






             Dr. Smith

Mrs. Flue-Bess






Mr. Jaffarally

Mr. Rajkumar







Dr. Westford

Mr. Mahipaul







Dr. Ramsaran

Mr. Figueira







Mrs. Pearson-Fredericks

Mr. Cox







Mr. Narine

Mr. Patterson   






Mr. Datadin

Ms. Fernandes






             Dr. Mahadeo

Ms. Ferguson







Mr. Charlie

Mrs. Singh-Lewis






Mr. Seeraj

Mrs. Sarabo-Halley






Mr. McCoy

Dr. Cummings






             Mr. A. Persaud

Mr. Henry







Mr. Indar

Ms. Mc. Donald






Ms. Rodrigues

Mrs. Walton-Desir






Ms. Parag

Mr. Jordan







Mr. Ramson

Mr. Jones







Dr. V. Persaud

Mrs. Hastings-Williams





Mr. Croal

Mrs. Lawrence






Mr. Bharrat

Mr. Duncan







Mr. Hamilton

Mrs. Chandon-Edmond





Ms. Sukhai

Mrs. Hughes







Mr. Mustapha

Mr. Holder







Ms. Manickchand

Mr. Forde                                                                               

 Dr. Anthony
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Mr. Ramjattan







Bishop Edghill

Mr. Norton





             

Mr. Todd










Mr. Teixeira










Mr. Nandlall










Mr. Jagdeo










Mr. Phillips


______________                                                                                 
       ____________

         30                                                                                                               34

______________                                                                                     
 _____________

Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, the Acquisition of Lands for Public Purposes (Amendment) Bill 2024, was read a third time and passed as amended.

ITEM 2     -   SECURITY INTERESTS IN MOVABLE PROPERTY BILL 2024 – Bill No. 
20/2024 published on 2024-11-27
The Minister of Tourism, Industry and Commerce moved the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide for the creation and registration of security interests in movable property and for related matters.

(Read a first time on 2024-11-27)
Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P., spoke to the motion.
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Presiding by Hon. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P.

At 9.12 p.m., while Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P., was speaking to the motion, the Speaker withdrew from the Chamber and Hon. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P., took the Chair.
Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P., continued and concluded his speech.

Hon. Dr. Ashni Singh, M.P., Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service also spoke to the motion.
Speaker’s Return to the Chamber
At 9.35 p.m., the Speaker returned to the Chamber.

Hon. Dr. Ashni Singh, M.P., Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service continued and concluded his speech.

Thereafter, the Minister of Tourism, Industry and Commerce replied.
The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee
Clauses 1 - 102 were passed as printed.
Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Minister of Tourism, Industry and Commerce, the Security Interest in Movable Property Bill 2024, was read a third time and passed as printed.
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ITEM 3     -    WILLS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2024 – Bill No. 17/2024 published on 2024-
11-22
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs moved the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Wills Act.



(Read a first time on 2024-11-25)

The following Members spoke to the motion:

Hon. Annette Ferguson, M.P.

Hon. Priya Manickchand, M.P., Minister of Education
Thereafter, the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs replied.
The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause



In Committee
Clauses 1 - 3 were passed as printed.
Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, the Wills (Amendment) Bill 2024, was read a third time and passed as printed.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
The Speaker extended Christmas greetings to the Members of the National Assembly, staff of the Parliament Office and Convention Centre, Police, Media and service providers. Hon. Volda Lawrence, M.P., and the Prime Minister joined the Speaker in extending greetings.







18.
ADJOURNMENT

At 10:28 p.m., on a motion by the Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to a date to be fixed.                                     
[image: image1.png]



………………………………………






           

 HON. MANZOOR NADIR, M.P., 








Hon. Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

18th December, 2024.

