
NIATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

MINUTES 0( PROCEEDINGS 

Of THE J.6TH SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE THIRD 
SESSION (1983} OF THE F OURTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD 

AT 14100 hrs 

ON: FRIDA¥ 1983-l0-2a 

1N THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS. GEORGETOnf!J 

MEMBERS Of THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (71) 

The Deputy Speaker, Cdeo Raip Karran1 M.P. - ln. the Chair 

Speaker {l). 

*Cde. Sase Narain, O�R., J.P., M.P., Speaker of the Nationa1. Assembly (Absent)

Members of the Government - People's National Congress (58). 

Prime Minister ( JJ

Cde. Dr. P.A. Reid, O.E., M.P., Prime Minister 

Other Vice-Presidents (4� 

Cd�; H�D. Hoyie1 S�C�, MoP., Vice-P�esident, Production 
Cde. H� Green, M�P'll, Vice-President, Socia.l Infrastructure 
Cde. R. Ramsaroop, M.P"' Vice-President, Party and 

State Matters 
*Cde. Dr .• M� Shahabuddeen 3 O�R., SoCo, M�i?,_, Vice�esident and

Attorney General 

Senior Ministers (61 

Cde. R. Chandisi.ngh., M.Po, Minister af Education., Socia1 
Development and Culture (Absent) 

Cde. R.H.D. Corbin, M.P.� Minister Oif National. Mobilisation 
*Cde. R.E. Jacksori, M�P., Minister of Foreign Affairs
*Cda. J.R. Thomas, M.P�, Minister of Home Affairs
*Cde. H. Rashid, M�P�, Minister of Energy and Mines (Absent - on leave)
*Cde. C.B. Greenidge, M.P., Minister af Finance and

Economic Planning (Absent) 

Ministers { 7} 

Cde. 
Cde. 
Cde. 

Cde. 

*Cde.
*Ide.

U�E. Johnson, M.P., Minister in the Office, of the Prime Minister 
Sallahuddin., M�P�, Minister within the Ministry of Agricul.ture 
R.C. Frederick.Sr AoA•, M.P"'' Minister of Youth and Sport within
the Ministry of Education f Social Development and Culture
s. Prashad, M.P .) , M:..nister of Transport within the Vice-Presidency
of Social Infrastructure
Y.V. Harewood-Benn, Mt,Pc,r Minister of Information and Public Service
Dr. R.Ao Van West,-ChaJ:-.les ? 1.Po., Minister of Health: and
Public Welfare (Absent}

*Cde. K.W.E. Denny, Mo P., Minister of Manpower and Co-operatives

Ministers of State (2)

Cde .• M�  Corri.ca, M.P., Minister of State within the Ministry of
lnternai Trade and Consu�er Protection. 

Cde. H.L.B. Singh, M�s�, M.P�, Minister of State within the Ministry of 
Regional Developmeni 

. * Non elected Member 
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Parliamentary secretaries {4) 

Cde. A.W. B'end-Kirton-Holder, M.F., Parliamentary Secretary, Housing, 
within the Ministry of liea.lth and Public Welfare

Cde. D-.A.N. Ainsworth, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary, within the 
Ministry of Education, Social Development and Culture 

Cde. B. Bhaggan, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary, in the Office of 
the Prime Minister (Absent - on lea11e) 

Cde. J.B. Cal deira, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary, within the 
Ministry of Agriculture 

Other Members (23) 

Cde. M. All�, M.P. 
Cde. M. Armogan, M.S., J.P., M.P. 
Cde. B. Beniprashad, M.P. 
Cde. A.A. Chin, M.P. 
Cde. J.P. Chowritmootoo, J.P., M.F. (Absent) 
Cde. O.E.Clarke, M .P. 
Cde. E.B. Davidson, M.P. 
Cde. H. Doobay, ,M.P. 
Cde. A.B. Felix, M.P. 
Cde. E.H.A. Fowler, M.P. 
Cde. P. Fredericks, M.P. 
Cde. E.F. Gilbert, M.P. (Absent) 
Cde. J. Gill-Mingo, M.P. 
Cde. A. MoRae, M.P. 
Cde. E. Melville, M.P. (Absent) 
Cde• J.M. Munroe, J.P., M.P. 
Cde. R.N. Primo, M.P. 
Cde. P.A. Rayman, M.P. 
Cde. C.G. Sharma, J.P., M.P. 
Cde. S.H. Sukhu, M.S., M.P. 
Cde. B. Tiw.ari, M.P. 
Cde. c. Vandenburg, M.P. 
Cde. R.E. Williams, M.P. 

Members from the National Congress of k>cal D�mocratig Oreana (2) 

Cde. R. Bishop, M.S., M.P. 
Cde. B. Latchminarayan, M.P. 

Members from the Regional Democratic Councils (9) 

Cde. K.N. Jones, M.P. (Region No. 1 Barima/Waini) 
Cde. K.V. Jairam, M.P. (Region No. 2 - Pomeroon/Supenaam)(Absent) 
Ode. C.A. Singh, M.P. (Region No. 3 - Essequibo. Islands/West Demerera) 
Cde. W. Bipat, J.P., M.P. (Region No. 4 - Demerara/Mahaica) 
Cde. H.I. L ondon, M.S., M.P. (Region No. 5 - Mahaica/Berbice) 
Cde. I Chowri tmootoo, M. P •. (Region No. 6 - East Berbice/Corentyne) 
Cde. N.R. Charles, M.P. (Region No. 7 - Cuyuni/Mazaruni)(Absent) 
Cde. D. Abraham ,- M.Po (Region No. 8 - Potaro/Siparuni)(Absent) 
Cde_ .. D. Hinds, M:P., (Region No. 10 - Upper Demerara/Berbice) 
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Members of the Minari t;w (12). 

(i) P\:ople' s Progressive Party (1ol

Minority Leader (1)

Cde. Dr. c. Jagan, M.P., Minority Leader 

Deputy Speaker (1)

Cde. Ram Karran, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly 

Other-Members (a) 

Cdo. J. Jagan, M.P. 
Cde. Reepu Daman Persaud, J.P., M.P., Minority Chief Whip (Absent - on leav 
Cde. N. Persaud, M.P. 
Cde. c.c. Collymore-, M.P. 
Cde. S.F. Mohamed, M.P. 
Cde. I. Basir, M.P. 
Cde. C.C. Belgrave, M.P. 
Cde. H. Nokta, M.P. 

(11) United Force (2)

Mr. M.F. Singh, c.c.H., J.P., M.P. (Absent - on leave) 
Mr. M.A. Abraham, M.P. (Absent) 

OFFICERS 

Clerk o� the. lmational. Assembly, Cde. F.A. Ifarain, A.A. 
Doputy Clerk of the NJational Assembly, Cde. M.B. Henry, 
PRAYERS 

OA'JGB 

{i) 

Tho Clerk read Prayers 

Cde. Dr. Mohamed Shahabuddeen. O.R. 1 S.C. 1 M.P. 1 Vice-President 
and Attorney General 

The Deputy Speaker informed the Assembly that he had been 
advised that consequent on recent Cabinet changes, Cde. Dr. Mohamed 
Shahabuddeen, who was not an elected Member of the National Assembly, 
had ceased to be Minister o,f Justice and he had been appointed! a 
Vice-President. He however. again became a Minister and a Member of 
the Cabinet by virtue of his holding the Office of Vice-President. He 
had ceased to be a Member of the N1ational Assembly when he had ceased 
to be Minister of .:Fustice but again had become a Member of the �tional 
Assembl� on his appointment as a Vice-President. He, therefore, had 
to take a fresh oath as a Member of the Niational Assembly. As 
Cde. Dr. Shahabuddeem was present, the oath was administered to him. 

(ii) Cde1 Carl B1 Greenidge. M.P. 1 Minister of Finance and Economic
Planning 

The Deputy Speaker also informed the Assembly that in the 
recent changes, Cde. Carl B. Greenidge had been appointed a Minister 
and although Cde. Greenidge was not an elected Member of tho National 
Assembly he had by virtue of· holding the Office of Minister, bcoome 
a Member o-'f the Assembly. It was, the ref ore, necessary for him to; 
B9.ke and subscribe the oath as a Member of the Assembly. That would• 
however, have to be done on another occasion, as Cde. Greenidge was 
out _of' Guyana. 
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(111) Cde. Harripersaud Nokta. M.P.

Finally the Deputy Speaker- informed the Assembly that f�llowing 
the resignation of Cde. Dalchand as a Member o::f the National Assemb�, and 
a call upori. the represontativo- of the list from which Cde. Dalchand's name 
had been erlracted, the name of Cde. Harripersaud Nokta had been further 
extracted from the list and Cde. Jiokta had on 13th September, 1983, been 
declared to be elected a Member of the Assembly to fill the vacancy. 

As Cde. Nokta was present, the oath was administered to him • 

. -··· A,NNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER

(l} Resignation of Cde
1 s,s. Naraine A.A.

The Deputy Speaker announced that a letter dated 14th October, 1983, 
had been received from Ode. S.S. Naraine, who had been Vica-Prosident, Social 
Infrae�ructure, tendering his resignation as a Member of the National Assembly. 
In hie letter Cde. Naraine had expressed his thanks to the Speaker and to the 
other Members oJf the Assembly and also to: the Clerk and other Staff o·f the 
Assembly for the co-operation given to hillll in the discharge of his functions. 
With Cde. f�raine1 s resignation, a seat in the Assembly had become vacant. 

The representative of the list of candidates from which ed�. N�aine's 
name had b$en extracted, had therefore· been called upon, in accordance with 
section 994 �f the Representation of the People Act, Chapter 1:03, to further 
extract frdm the said list the name of another person to fill the vacancy. 

It was understood that Cde. Naraine had been appointed Guyana's Iij._gh
Commissioner in India. 

(2) New AJ?.Pointments and- Changes

The De�uty Speaker stated for the record., the changes 
recently announced, in so far as they affocted the membership of 
Assembly: 

Those were as follows:-
(i) With effect from 15th October, 1983:

which had boen 
the National 

Cda. S.S. Naraine had ceased to be a Vice-President and vacated 
his seat in the Assembly. 

(ii.} With effect from 17th October, 1983; 
(a) Cde. H.D. Hoyte, who had been Vice-President, Administration

had been assigned other responsibilities, and had been rodesig­
nated Vice-President, Production.

(b) Cde. H. Green, who had been Vice-President, Production, had boon
assigned other responsibilities, and had been. re-designated Vice­
Fresident, Social Infrastructure.

(o) Cde. Dr. M. Shahabuddeen, who had been Attorney General and
Minister of Justice, had been appointed a Vice-President, and had
been re-designated Vice-President and Attorney General.

(d) Cde. c.n. Greenidge, had been appointed a Senior Minister and had
been designated Minister of Finance and Economic Planning.

(e) Cde. S. Prashad• an elected member of the National Assembly,
had teen appointed a Minister, and had been designated Minister
of Transport within the Vice-Presidency of SQl>cial Infrastructure.



(:r') Cde. H.L.B. Singh, who had been Minister of State 
within the Ministry of Finance, had been assigned 
other responsibilities, and had been re,:-0.esignated 
Minister of State within the Ministry of Regional 
Development. 

(g) Cde. B. Bhaggan, who had been a Parliamentary
Secretary within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.,.
had been given other functions, and had been
re-designated Parliamentary Secretary in the Office
of the Prime Minister.

(3) Welcome and Congratulations

The Deputy Speaker on bchulf of Members welcomed back to the As.sanbly 
Cdes. Shahabuddeen and Nokta. He congratuh.ted Cde. Shahabuddoon. on�.,. i.ew·· 
further appointment as a Vice-President and Cde. Nokta on his election 
as a gember o:.f the Assemblyre 

He also congratulated an_d extended best wishes. to Cdes. Naraine, 
Hoyte, Green, Prashad, Singh and Tihaggan on their respective new appointments 
and assignments. 

(4) Leave

The Deputy Speaker am1ounced that -

(a) the Speaker was not available to be present at that
sitting; and

(b) leave had been granted to Cde. Rashid and to
Mr. M.F. Singh for that days's sitting; and

to Cde. Bhaggan from that sitting until the
middle of the following month.

(5) .�oa1casting of Proceedings

The Deputy Speaker also announced that permission had been granted 
for the installation a,f a public address system for that day t s proceedings 
and also for the Guyana Broadcasting Corporation and the Colombia Broadcastj,ng 
Service of North .America to be present to record the proceedings. 

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS. ETC. 

(1) Dy the Vice-President. Social Infrastructure:

(a) Annual Report of the Ministry of Works
for the year 1982. 

(4) 
(MT: 12/3 /3 ) ( Circulated) 

(b) Annual Report of the Plant Maintenance and
Hire Division fo·r the year 1982.

(MT: 12/3/3 (4) )(Circulated) 

(c) AnnuaJ. R8port of the Ministry o.f Housing
for tho year 1982.

(MT: 12/3/3 (4)(Circulated) 

(2) By the Minister of Manpower and Co-operatives:

··, 

Annual Report of the Ministry of Co-operatives
for the year 1982.

(r.fl': 12/3 /3 ( 4)) (Circulated)

(3) By the Minister of Transport:
Annual Report of the Ministry of Transport 

for the year 1982. 
(MT: 12/3/3(4) (Circulated)
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INTRpnucTIQN OF ULIB

ftesentation and First Reading 

(1) 

The Vic�-President, Production, on bthalf'of the Government, 
presented the following Bill which was read the first t.ime: 

\ .' 

A Bill intituled An Act to make provision 
for the ac�uisition 0£ land which is not 
beneficially oiccupied <.other th&J . .tt State 
Lands or Government Lands, so as: to ensure 
rational use of such land and for matters 
connected therewith. 

(2) _FUBLIC CORPORATION;a{AMENDMENT) BILL 1983 - .Bill No, 21/1983
published 1983-10-22

The Vice-President, Party and State Matters, informed the 
Assembly that Government would not proceed to introduce- the following 
Bill: 

A Bill intituled An Act to amend the 
Public Corporations Act. 

Th� Minister of Manpower and Co-operatives, on behalf of the 
Government� presented the following Dills which were read the first time. 

(3) FACTORIES (AMENDMENT) DILL 1983 - Bill No. 22/1983

(4) 

PJ.ablished 19§3-10-22 

A Bill intituled A.it Act to amend the 
Factories Act. 

NDMENT 

A Dill intituled An Act to amend the Employment 
of Women, Young Persons and Children Act. 

PUBLIC BUSINESS ,. 

MOTION: INVASION OF GRENADA 

The Prime Minister moved the following motion: 

WHEREAS, at dawn on October. 25, 1983 the armed forces 
of the USA, in collaboration with units of the armed forces o� 
six CARICCM countries, invaded Grenada; 

AND WHEREAS the in-va.ding forces were resisted by 
the armed forces and people of Grenada and are still being so· 
resisted; 

AND WHEREAS this invasion constitutes a flagrant 
violation a£ the principles-. of non-intervention and non­
interference in internal affairs, respect for the territorial 
integrity and sovereignty of states, in particular, and of the 
Charter of the United Nations and of international law in 
general: 

AND WHEREAS the attack on Grenada can be a prelud& 
to further military interventions- in the Caribbean and Central 



Alllerica in Nicaragua in particular; 

AND WHEREAS it is the sovereign and inalienable 
right to each State freely to choose its own political, 
economic and social system and to develop its international. 
relations without outside interference, subversion, coerciOlt 
or· interventioni; 

AND WHEREAS in accordance with Article 2(4) of the 
Charter of the United Nations, all States a.re enjoined to 
refrain, in their international relations from the threat or 
use 0if force against the territoria1 integrity or political 
independenca of any state, or in any 0ither manner inconsistent 
with the Purposes of the United N'B.tions.: 

AND WHEREAS the invasion has been widely oondemned 
throughout the international community: 

motion. 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That this N-ational Assembly strongl.y.r 
condemns the armed interventiom in Grenada 
by the U nited States of America, regrettably 
supported by some Caribbean countries, which 
has resulted in the death of and injury to 
many persons, including unarmed civilians from 
indiscriminate bombardment, shelling and other 
military activity by the aggressors; 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 

That this National Assembly calls for an 
immediate end to external intervention in Grenada, 
the prompt wi thd.rawal of foreign troops from her 
terri to·ry, and full respect for her sovereignty, 
independence and territorial integrity. 

The Minority Lee.der, and Cde. Collymore spoke, to the 

SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

At 16:02 hrs the sitting was suspended for refreshments. 

RESUMPrION OF SITTING 

At 16:34 hrs the sitting was resumed. 

The Vice-President and Attorney General, Cde. Janet 
J agan and the Minister of Foreign Affairs spoke to the motion0

Before the motion was put the Assembly, on a suggestion. 
by the Deputy Speaker, stood in silence in tribute to the death 
of tha Grenadian Prime Minister, Cde. Maurice Bishop, and his 

colleagues. 

Thereafter the motion was put and carried. 

ADJOURNMENT 
At 18:00 hrs, on a motion by t

�

e · e-.resident� 
Party and State Matters, the Assembly w adj urned to a date 
to b9 fixed, 

, � � 
AN 

PARLIAMENT OFFICE� 
Public Buildings, 
Geerget wn· 
19a3-10-31 

DEPlJµ SPEAKER 
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