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MOTION
HONOURING THE 21ST AUGUST, 2012 AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE
GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA AND THE REGIONAL DEMOCRATIC COUNCIL,
REGION #10

WHEREAS the people of Linden have from the time of the announcement by the
Government that there would be an increase in electricity tariff, consequent to the government’s
intended withdrawal of the subsidy, indicated through their pronouncements in the national
media, peaceful picketing exercises and other forms of peaceful protest that the community did
not have the economic capacity to pay the steep and unconscionable increase in the cost of
electricity and therefore saw the decision as an unjust imposition on the people of Linden;

AND WHEREAS the Government continued to take action to impose the increase in the
cost of electricity on the people of Linden in total violation of the people’s right to be involved in
decisions that directly affect them as is explicit in Article 13 of the Constitution which states
that, “The principal objective of the State is to establish an inclusionary democracy by providing
increasing opportunities for the participation of citizens, and their organizations in the
management and decision-making processes of the State, with particular emphasis on those areas
of decisions-making that directly affect their well being”;

RECOGNISING that the Government was not responsive to the concerns and interests of
the people of Linden and therefore left the people of Linden with no alternative, but to continue
to protest;

AND WHEREAS the people of Linden were involved in peaceful protest and were
subjected to the uncalled for use of excessive and lethal force by the Guyana Police Force
resulting in the death of Mr. Allen Lewis, Mr. Ron Sommerest, Mr. Shemroy Bouyea and the
injuring of scores of unarmed protestors;

AND WHEREAS the use of lethal force rather than instilling fear that was intended,
increased the resolve of the people and escalated the protest forcing the Government to respond
to concerns of the people of Linden and enter into negotiations with the people of Region 10,
represented by their elected and legitimate representatives;

CONCERNED that even while the negotiations were ongoing the Guyana Police and
Guyana Defence Forces were used against the people of Linden, including the indiscriminate
shooting and injuring of innocent people in their homes on a quiet Sunday;

NOTING that in the face of such provocation, the Region continued to negotiate with the
Government in good faith;
AND WHEREAS these negotiations resulted in the Agreement of 21st August, 2012,
between the Government of Guyana and Region 10 Regional Democratic Council signed, on
behalf of the Government of Guyana, by the Hon. Prime Minister, Mr. Samuel Hinds and on
behalf of Region 10, Regional Democratic Council, by Mr. Sharma Solomon;

AND WHEREAS the full text of the aforesaid written Agreement, which is attached to this
motion, contains the details of the Agreement, inclusive of the deadlines for implementation and
the actions required to be under taken by all parties to the Agreement;

CONCERNED that six (6) months after the signing of the Agreement many aspects of the
Agreement have not been implemented, especially the commitment to return the dish and
transmitter to the people of Linden, inter alia;

BE IT RESOLVED:
That this National Assembly calls on the Government of Guyana to immediately
adhere to its commitments and obligations under the written Agreement of 21 st August,
2012 thereby ensuring that the benefits which were to accrue to the residents of Region
10 are realized; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That the Government of Guyana be held solely accountable and responsible for
all direct and indirect consequences flowing from its continued unwillingness to
adhere to the letter and spirit of the written Agreement of 21st August, 2012.

