NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

ORDER PAPER

FOR THE 86TH SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST SESSION 

(2015-2018) OF THE ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA TO BE HELD

AT 2.00 P.M.

ON THURSDAY, 15TH MARCH, 2018,
IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS, 

BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN

---------------------------------------- 

BUSINESS FOR SITTING

PRAYERS

OATH OF A NEW MEMBER-

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT-

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS-

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) By the Minister of Finance:

(i) 
Annual Report of the Guyana Oil Company Limited for the year 2016.








(To be Circulated)
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2.

(ii) 
Annual Report of the Guyana National Shipping Corporation for the year 2016.








(To be Circulated)

(2) 
By the Minister of Public Security:


Annual Reports of the Guyana Police Force for the years 2014 and 2015.








(To be Circulated)
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES –

(1) 
By the Minister of Social Cohesion with responsibilities of Culture, Youth and Sport (Chairperson of the Committee on Appointments):

Seventh Report of the Committee on Appointments in relation to the Appointment of Members of the Indigenous Peoples’ Commission.








(To be Circulated)

(2) 
By Dr. John Adams, M.P. (Chairperson of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Social Services):
(i) 
Sixth Special Report of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Social Services visit to the Linden Hospital Complex in Region No. 10 on April 11, 2017.







(To be Circulated)

(ii) 
Seventh Special Report of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Social Services visit to Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam, from May 17 - 19, 2017.







(To be Circulated)

(iii) 
Seventh Periodic Report of the Parliamentary Committee on Social Services for the period September 10, 2015 to February 16, 2018.








(To be Circulated)
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3.
ORAL QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE-

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE-

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS, INCLUDING POLICY STATEMENTS-

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS-


REQUESTS FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE ASSEMBLY ON DEFINITE MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE-






MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTINGS OF THE ASSEMBLY AND   MOVED BY A MINISTER-

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS-

PUBLIC BUSINESS
-

(i) 
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

MOTIONS

1. 
SYMPATHY ON THE DEATH OF MR. MOHAMED IDRIS DEEN, FORMER MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

The Minister of Citizenship to move the following motion:


BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly records its deep regret on the death of Mr. Mohamed Idris Deen, on 13th November, 2017, and pays tribute to his dedicated service to the Parliament of Guyana as a Member of Parliament from 24th December, 1985 to 28th October, 1997, and to the people of Guyana; 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly directs that an expression of its sympathy be conveyed to his sorrowing widow, children and relatives.
        (Notice Paper No. 122 (M 93 Govt. 53) published on 2018-03-08)

2. 
SYMPATHY ON THE DEATH OF MS SANDRA MICHELLE ADAMS, FORMER MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

The Minister of Social Protection and Government Chief Whip to move the following 

motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly records its deep regret on the death of Ms Sandra Michelle Adams, on 2nd January, 2018, and pays tribute to her dedicated service to the Parliament of Guyana as a Member of Parliament from15th July, 1998 to 2nd May, 2006, and to the people of Guyana; 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly directs that an expression of its sympathy be conveyed to her sorrowing widower, children and relatives.
        (Notice Paper No. 123 (M 94 Govt. 54) published on 2018-03-08)

3. 
SYMPATHY ON THE DEATH OF DR. MOHAMED SHAHABUDDEEN, FORMER FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT, FIRST DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND ATTORNEY GENERAL AND MINISTER OF JUSTICE 

The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs to move the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly place on record our profound grief at the great loss suffered by the people of Guyana on the death of Dr. Mohamed Shahabuddeen, on 17th 
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February, 2018, and pays tribute to his dedicated service to the Parliament of Guyana where he served as Attorney General and Minister of Justice from 24th July, 1973 to 31st October, 1985, First Vice-President, First Deputy Prime Minister and Attorney General from 9th December, 1985 to 5th February, 1988 and to the people of Guyana; 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly directs that an expression of our heartfelt condolences and sympathy be conveyed to his sorrowing widow, children and relatives.

        (Notice Paper No. 124 (M 95 Govt. 55) published on 2018-03-08)

4. 
SYMPATHY ON THE DEATH OF MRS. PHILOMENA AMEENA RAYMAN, 
FORMER PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY AND MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

Ms Jennifer Wade, M.P. to move the following motion:


BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly records its deep regret on the death of Mrs. Philomena Ameena Rayman, on 16th August, 2017, and pays tribute to her dedicated service to the Parliament of Guyana as an ordinary Member of Parliament from 26th July, 1973 to 25th October, 1980, Parliamentary Secretary in the Office of the Prime Minister from 1st January, 1981 to 31st December, 1981, and ordinary Member of Parliament from 1st January, 1982 to 28th August, 1992 and to the people of Guyana; 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly directs that an expression of its sympathy be conveyed to her sorrowing widower, children and relatives.
        (Notice Paper No. 125 (M 96 Govt. 56) published on 2018-03-08)
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5. 
SYMPATHY ON THE DEATH OF MR. SIMON HILTON Ng-See-QUAN, FORMER MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

The Minister of Foreign Affairs to move the following motion:


BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly records its deep regret on the death of Mr. Simon Hilton Ng-See-Quan, on 21st October, 2017, and pays tribute to his dedicated service to the Parliament of Guyana as a Member of Parliament from 24th November, 1992 to 28th October, 1997;  


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly directs that an expression of its sympathy be conveyed to his sorrowing widow, children and relatives.
        (Notice Paper No. 126 (M 97 Govt. 57) published on 2018-03-08)

BILLS - Committee, Second and Third Readings

*6. 
CYBERCRIME BILL 2016 – Bill No. 17/2016 published on 2016-08-04


The Assembly to proceed upon the further stages of the following Bill, after the Special Select Committee has reported thereon:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to combat cybercrime by creating offences of cybercrime; to provide for penalties, investigation and prosecution of the offences and related matters.


(Read a first time and committed to a Special Select Committee on 2016-08-04)
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*7. 
CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM CONSULTATIVE COMMISSION BILL 2017 – Bill No. 9/2017 published on 2017-07-26


The Assembly to proceed upon the further stages of the following Bill, after the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Constitutional Reform has reported thereon:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to establish a Constitutional Reform Consultative Commission to assist the Parliamentary Standing Committee for Constitutional Reform in its work by conducting public consultations 

with and receiving submissions from the people of Guyana for the Committee, to provide for its membership, its terms of reference and for other connected purposes.

(Read a first time and referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on  Constitutional Reform on 2017-07-27)

BILLS- Committee, Report and Third Readings

*8. 
ANIMAL WELFARE BILL 2016 – Bill No. 21/2016 published on 2016-11-02
The Assembly to proceed upon the further stages of the following Bill, after the Special Select Committee has reported thereon:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to deal with the welfare of animals; to provide for their protection and health; and connected matters.

(Read a first time on 2016-11-04)


(Read a second time and committed to a Special Select Committee on 2017-02-09)

*9. 
FOOD SAFETY BILL 2016 – Bill No. 22/2016 published on 2016-11-02
The Assembly to proceed upon the further stages of the following Bill, after the Special Select Committee has reported thereon:
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A BILL intituled AN ACT to prevent the spread of food borne diseases through the control of the production, preparation, handling, storage and the transportation of food and provide for connected matters.

(Read a first time on 2016-11-04)

         (Read a second time and committed to a Special Select Committee on 2017-02-09)

*10. 
CIVIL AVIATION BILL 2017 – Bill No. 1/2017 published on 2017-01-16

The Assembly to proceed upon the further stages of the following Bill, after the Special Select Committee has reported thereon:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to establish the Guyana Civil Aviation Authority, to make provisions to enable effect to be given to the Chicago Convention and the Agreement establishing the Caribbean Aviation Safety and Security Oversight System, to provide for offences relating to the safety and security of passengers, aircraft and airports, for the regulation, control and orderly development of civil aviation in Guyana and for related matters.



(Read a first time on 2017-01-30)

(Read a second time and committed to a Special Select Committee on 2017-03-09)

*11. 
PETROLEUM COMMISSION ON GUYANA BILL 2017 – Bill No. 4/2017 published on 28th April, 2017

The Assembly to proceed upon the further stages of the following Bill, after the Special Select Committee has reported thereon:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide for the establishment and functions of the Petroleum Commission of Guyana and for related matters.

(Read a first time on 2017-05-08)

           (Read a second time and committed to a Special Select Committee on 2017-06-15)
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(ii) 
PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

      MOTIONS

*1. 
THE REVOCATION OF V.A.T. ON EDUCATION

Ms Priya Manickchand, M.P., to move the following motion:

WHEREAS the government has made public declarations of its commitment to education and the provision of quality education as key to the development of Guyana’s youth and nation;

AND WHEREAS the government has established a Commission of Inquiry on Education that has been meeting for almost a year but has not concluded its work;
AND WHEREAS the Minister of Finance in the 2017 Budget speech in November 2016, informed the Nation of the Government’s intention to remove the zero rated status on educational goods and services;

AND WHEREAS Order No. 18 of 2016 reversed the policy of the previous Government on education which zero rated educational goods and services and introduced a 14% VAT on educational goods and services, effective from February 1, 2017;

AND WHEREAS the Opposition Members of Parliament called by the way of an annulment motion for the “repeal of the Value-Added Tax (Amendment of Schedules) Order 2016, Order No. 18 of 2016 made under the Value Added Tax Act which comes into effect on February 1, 2017” and “That this National Assembly calls on the Minister responsible to reinstate and bring back (sic) into force the schedules I and II existing prior to Order No. 18 of 2016, Value Added Tax (Amendment of Schedules) Order 2016” due to “the unfavourable effect on the people of Guyana and the economy” which was defeated in the House on January 30, 2017;
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10.
AND WHEREAS the impact of these budgetary measures have caused great consternation and anxiety for parents and students about, inter alia, the future of students’ right to access education of their choice as provided for in the Constitution;

AND WHEREAS it was reported that more than 14,000 persons petitioned the President calling for the removal of VAT on educational goods and services;

AND WHEREAS over the last three months, stakeholders have organised and continue to hold protests against this budgetary measure and have remained steadfast in their demand for the revocation of VAT on educational goods and services;

AND WHEREAS the Cabinet announced that it would not review its position this year 2017;

BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly calls on the Government to direct the Minister of Finance to take immediate steps to revoke Order No. 18 of 2016 imposing VAT on educational goods and services;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 

That the Government reinstates Schedules I and II existing prior to Order No. 18 of 2016, Value Added Tax (Amendment of Schedules) Order 2016 on educational goods and services.

(Notice Paper No. 95 (M 75   Opp.16) published on 2017-04-26)


(As altered by the Speaker in accordance with Standing Order No. 27(2)(b))
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*2. 
PARKING METER PROJECT FOR THE CITY OF GEORGETOWN
Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P., to move the following motion:

WHEREAS the Georgetown Mayor and City Council, represented by the Mayor and 

Town Clerk, have entered into a contractual arrangement with a company (Smart City Solutions) for the installation of Parking Meters in our Capital City, Georgetown;


AND WHEREAS the Mayor and City Council has held no public consultations with national stakeholders nor the citizens of the city;

AND WHEREAS the citizens of Georgetown and those who drive into, and, must traverse through the Capital to reach other areas of the country, have appealed to the Mayor and City Council to abandon this parking meter project because of the financial hardships it will inflict upon the people;


AND WHEREAS the Government of Guyana, through the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Communities and the Ministry of Legal Affairs, has reviewed the parking meter contract and have found that the contract may have violated tender procedures; that the contract is too much in favour of the parking meter party and that the cost is burdensome;

AND WHEREAS the Mayor and some councillors in the face of the public opposition to this have been adamant that the project will proceed;


AND WHEREAS the company contracted to implement the project has been proceeding full steam ahead with its implementation plan, with aggressive promotion, importation of equipment and the hiring of staff;
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AND WHEREAS there are many legal hurdles and protocols to address, including the yet unresolved critical issue of whether the Mayor and City Council have authority over public roads such as Regent Street, Water Street and Avenue of the Republic;


AND WHEREAS there are other legal issues involved with granting policing authority to a private company;


AND WHEREAS the Alliance For Change and the Deputy Mayor have publicly stated their opposition to the parking meter project,


BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly calls on the Auditor General of Guyana to immediately conduct a forensic audit into the Georgetown Municipal Council including the Parking Meter Contract.

(Notice Paper No. 68 (M 55   Opp. 10) published on 2016-10-21)

*3. 
NARCOTICS DRUG AND PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES (CONTROL) 

    
 (AMENDMENT)  BILL 2015 -No. 17  of 2015

      
Mr. Michael Carrington, M.P., to move the following motion:




BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly, in accordance with Standing Order No. 52(1), grant leave for the introduction and first reading of the Narcotics Drug and Psychotropic Substances (Control) (Amendment)  Bill 2015 -No. 17 of 2015.


A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (Control) Act 1988.

          (Notice Paper No. 25 (M20 APNU/AFC Private Member.1) published on 2015-12-10)
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13.
(iii)       COMMITTEES BUSINESS-

MOTIONS

1. 
ADOPTION OF THE SIXTH REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON APPOINTMENTS TO ADDRESS MATTERS RELATING TO THE APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE ANTI-MONEY LAUNDERING AND COUNTERING THE FINANCING OF TERRORISM AUTHORITY
The Minister of Social Cohesion (Chairperson of the Committee on 

Appointments) to move the following motion:



WHEREAS in keeping with the Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism (Amendment) Act No.1of 2015, Section 7A (1); “the National Assembly shall”;


 by a simple majority; and 

a) on the recommendation of the Parliamentary Committee on Appointments, after the Committee has consulted such bodies as the Committee may deem necessary to consult, appoint a body comprising ten members to be known as the Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism Authority”. 

AND WHEREAS the Committee agreed and consulted with the following list of Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) to submit nominees for appointment to the Anti-Money Laundering & Countering the Financing of Terrorism Authority (AML&CFT):

Guyana Private Sector Commission

Guyana Association of Bankers 

Institute of Chartered Accountants Guyana

Transparency Institute of Guyana Inc.

Bar Association of Guyana
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14.
Insurance Institute of Guyana 
Guyana Association of Women Lawyers, and

Guyana Securities Council
AND WHEREAS the Committee conducted due diligence and sought declaration from the nominees on being a “Politically Exposed Person”;

AND WHEREAS the Committee on Appointments recommends the following persons to be appointed Members to the Anti-Money Laundering & Countering the Financing of Terrorism (AML&CFT) Authority in accordance with the Anti-Money Laundering & Countering the Financing of Terrorism Authority (Amendment) Act 2015:

Guyana Private Sector Commission 


-
Mr. Nicholas Deygoo

- 
Captain Gerald Gouveia

 


Guyana Association of Bankers 

 
-
Mr. Wayne Eucaulton











  Fordyce


Institute of Chartered Accountants Guyana

- 
Mr. Hance Manohar

        Transparency Institute of Guyana Incorporated   
-  
Mr. Thomas Bissessar Singh 

-   
Mr. Frederick Collins

 

Bar Association of Guyana



-   
Mr. Mohamed Alli









-  
Mr. Christopher Ram 



Insurance Institute of Guyana



-  
Ms. Melissa Jessica DeSantos
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Guyana Association of Women Lawyers

-  
Ms. Sadie Amin 

BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly adopts the Sixth Report of the Standing Committee on Appointments to address matters relating to the appointment of Members to the Anti-Money Laundering & Countering the Financing of Terrorism Authority; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 

That this National Assembly signifies to the Clerk of the National Assembly that Mr. Nicholas Deygoo, Captain Gerald R. Gouveia, Mr. Wayne Eucaulton Fordyce, Mr. Hance Manohar, Mr. Frederick Collins, Mr. Thomas Bissessar Singh, Mr. Mohamed Alli, Mr. Christopher Ram, Ms. Melissa Jessica DeSantos; and Ms. Sadie Amin be appointed in accordance with the Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism Act No. 1 of 2015, Section 7A (6). 

          (Notice Paper No. 105 (M 81   Committees No.18) published on 2017-07-10)

2. 
ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE ON ITS EXAMINATION OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS OF GUYANA FOR THE YEARS 2012, 2013 AND 2014
Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P. (Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee) to move 

the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:



That the Report of the Public Accounts Committee on its examination of the Public Accounts of Guyana for the years 2012, 2013 and 2014, respectively, be adopted and refer the Report to the Government for consideration.

        (Notice Paper No. 109 (M 82   Committees No.19) published on 2017-07-26)
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3.     ADOPTION OF THE THIRD SPECIAL REPORT OF THE PARLIAMENTARY 
         SECTORAL COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SERVICES ON THE VISIT TO THE NEW AMSTERDAM HOSPITAL

Dr. Vindhya V. Persaud, M.S., M.P. (Chairperson of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Social Services) to move the following motion:


BE IT RESOLVED:



That the National Assembly adopts the Third Special Report of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Social Services visit to the New Amsterdam Hospital in Region No. 6, on Thursday, 2nd March, 2017.

        (Notice Paper No. 111 (M 84   Committees No.20) published on 2017-08-03)

4. 
ADOPTION OF THE FOURTH SPECIAL REPORT OF THE PARLIAMENTARY SECTORAL COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SERVICES ON THE VISIT TO THE DIAMOND DIAGNOSTIC CENTRE

Dr. Vindhya V. Persaud, M.S., M.P. (Chairperson of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Social Services) to move the following motion:


BE IT RESOLVED:



That the National Assembly adopts the Fourth Special Report of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Social Services visit to the Diamond Diagnostic Centre, East Bank Demerara, on Thursday, 6th April, 2017.

        (Notice Paper No. 112 (M 85   Committees No.21) published on 2017-08-03)

5. 
ADOPTION OF THE FIFTH SPECIAL REPORT OF THE PARLIAMENTARY 

SECTORAL COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SERVICES ON THE VISIT TO THE 

GEORGETOWN PUBLIC HOSPITAL CORPORATION (GPHC)

Dr. Vindhya V. Persaud, M.S., M.P. (Chairperson of the Parliamentary Sectoral 

Committee on Social Services) to move the following motion:
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BE IT RESOLVED:



That the National Assembly adopts the Fifth Special Report of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Social Services visit to the Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation (GPHC), on Wednesday, 3rd May, 2017.

        (Notice Paper No. 113 (M 86   Committees No.22) published on 2017-08-04)

6. 
ADOPTION OF THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, THE HEAD OF OPERATIONS AND THE HEAD OF CORPORATE SERVICES OF THE PUBLIC PROCUREMENT COMMISSION

Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P. (Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee) to 

move to following motion: 

WHEREAS Article 212Z (2) of the Constitution of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana states:

“The Commission shall appoint a Chief Executive Officer, who shall serve as Secretary, and such other officers and employees as may be necessary for the efficient discharge of its functions. The terms and conditions of the appointment of the Chief Executive Officer and the two most senior officers shall be subject to the approval of the National Assembly.”

AND WHEREAS the Public Procurement Commission after consultation with the Public Accounts Committee with respect to the benefits packages for the Chief Executive Officer and the two most senior officers, accepted the following proposal: 
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1. The Chief Executive Officer:

Salary: G$950,000 per month 

Gratuity of 22 ½ percent of gross salary paid semi-annually

Entertainment allowance: G$10,000 per month

Telephone allowance: G$15,000 per month







Thirty-five (35) days annual leave and vacation allowance equivalent to one month’s salary

24-hour security at place of residence

2. Head, Operations:

Salary: G$600,000 per month 

Gratuity of 22 ½ percent of gross salary paid semi-annually

Entertainment allowance: G$10,000 per month

Telephone allowance: G$15,000 per month

Twenty-eight (28) days annual leave and vacation allowance equivalent to one month’s salary

3.   Head, Corporate Services: 
Salary: G$600,000 per month 

Gratuity of 22 ½ percent of gross salary paid semi-annually

Entertainment allowance: G$10,000 per month

Telephone allowance: G$15,000 per month

Twenty-eight (28) days annual leave and vacation allowance equivalent to one month’s salary

AND WHEREAS the Public Accounts Committee, at its 35th Meeting held on Monday, February 5, 2018, agreed that the proposal should be forwarded to the National Assembly.
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BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly adopts this motion which relates to the terms and conditions of the Chief Executive Officer and the two most Senior Officers to the Public Procurement Commission.
        (Notice Paper No. 121 (M 92 Committees 23) published on 2018-02-14)

                                                                        S.E. ISAACS, A.A.,








Clerk of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

9th March, 2018.

