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- AN ACT to provide for the presence. activities. privileges and mmumues ol members of
foreign police forces and civilian personnel in Guyana and tor matters connected
therewith.

A.D.2008 onacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

PARTYT ]
PRELIMINARY

Short title. 1. This Act may be cited as the Status of Visiting Police Forees
Act 2008,

Interpretation. 2. [n this Act. unless the context otherwise requives-

(@) “eivil court” means a court of ordinary criminal
jurisdiction in Guvana and includes a court of summary
jurisdiction:

(b) “civilian personnel” means a civilian personnel
designated under section 4 as a civilian component ol a
visiting pohce force:

(¢) “designate State™ means a State other than Guyana
that 1s designated under section 4

(d) “Member State”™ means a member State ot the
Caribhean Community;

(¢) “Minister” means the Minister sesponsible for
Home Aftars:

: (1) ~Police Force™ means the Police Foree established
Cap. 1601 under the Police Act:

(g)  Uservice court” means a court-martial and
includes the service authorities of a desicpgled State who ;
are empowered by the L as of that State to deal with
charges’
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(h) “Treaty on Security Assistance” means the Treaty
on Security Assistance Among CARICOM Member
States concluded on 6" July 2006 including any

amendments or protocols thereto:

(i) “visiting police forces™ means the members of any
police force of a designated State present in Guyana in
connection with the official duties.

PART Il
APPLICATION OF THE ACT

Application. 3. This Act applies in respect of police forces and civilian
personnel visiting Guyana-

(a) of a State designated pursuant to section 4; or

(b) who are present in Guyana pursuant to the provisions
of the Treaty on Security Assistance.

Designated 4. (1) The countries specified in the Schedule are designated
States. States for the purposes of this Act but such designation may be
Schedule. amended or revoked in accordance with paragraph (d) of sub-

section (2).
(2) The Minister may by Order-

(a) designate any country other than a country specified in

the Schedule as a designated State for the purposes of

this Act:

(b) declare the extent to which this Act is applicable in
respect of any designated State;

(¢) designate civilian personnel as a civilian component of

a visiting police force;

(d) revoke or amend any designation or declaration made
under paragraph (a).(b) or (¢).
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PART I}
POWERS AND IMMUNITIES OF VISITING POLICE
FORCES

5. Any member of a visiting police force who is sent to Guyana
for the performance of police duties similar w duties performed
by him in office shall, while on duty in Guyana be liable 0
perform the same duties and subject 1o the orders of the
Commissioner of Police in the same manner and in all respects
as if he were a member of the Police Foree. and shall. subject to
this Act. have the same rights. powers. privileges and immunities
as are conferred by law and custom on members ol the Police
Foree as may be necessary for the performance ol such duties

6. (1) Notwithstanding sections 5 and 7. the members of a
visiting police force shall be immune from prosecution in civil
and criminal proceedings in a court of law in Guyvana i respect
ol actions taken in the course of their official duties.

(2) The immunity specitied in subsection (1) may be waived in
respect of any member of a visiting police force by the
competent authority of the designated State of the visiting police
jorce.
PART IV
JURISDICTION OF CIVIL COURTS AND VISITING
POLICE FORCES

7. (1) Subject to subsection (2) and section 6. the civil courts
have the primary right to exercise jurisdiction in respect of any
act that constitutes an offence against any law in force in Guyana

and that is committed by a member of a visiting police torce.

(2) With respect to the alleged commission or omission by 1
member of a visiting police toree ol an S nee respecting-

(a) the property or security ol the designated State:

(b) the person or property of another member ol the
visiting police force: or

(¢) an act done in the pertormunce of offivial duty.






vy ST
52 THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE [LeGAL SUPPLEMENT] - A 317 JULY, 2008
No. 7] LAWS OF GUYANA {A.D. 2008
8
Grearms: and
(b) are ot subject to any law of Guyana relating w the
making or possessine ot explosines
PART V
CLAITMS AGAINST VISITING POLICE FORCES

Claims 1. (1) A tort committed by a member of a visiting police toree
against the while acting within the scope of his duties or employment shali
designated be deemed Lo have been committed by a servant in right ol the
States. designated State while acting within the scope ol his duties or

cmployment.

(2) The property owned. occupied. possessed or controlled by u

visiting police foree shall be deemed to be owned. occupied.

possessed or controlled by the designated State,

(3) A service motor vehicle ol a visiting police foree shall be

deemed to be owned by the designated State.
Enforcement 15, A member of a visiting police foree is not subject (o any

of judgments.

Shipping
claims.

Settlement of
L“lL’SliU!"‘ 2305
PR W

scope of

official duties.

proceedings for the enforcement of any judgment given against
im0 Guyana i respect of a matter that arose while he was
acting within the scope of his duties or employment.

16. Fxcept as section 13 may be made applicable by order of the
Minister in respect of the ships of any  particular designated
State, that section does not apply to a claim ansing out of or in
connection with the navigation. operation or salvage ot a ship or
the loading. carriage or discharge of a cargo. unless the claim is
a claim arsing out ot death or mjury to a person.

17. Where a question that cannet b0 seided by negotiaion

between the parties arises under this Part as o whether-

(@) a member of a visiting police foree was acting within the
scope of his duties or employment; or

(b) a matter in respect of which judgment was given against
a member of a visiting police force arose while he was
acting within the scope of his dutics or employment.

the question shall be submitted to an arbirator appointed in
accordance with section 18, and for the purposes of this Part the
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23, A member of @ visting police foree atthe time o hus st
arrival 1o take up service in Guyvana imports his personal clicets
free of customs duty and any tax.

24. Subject o compliance with such conditions as e
imposed by the concerned Minister by order. no customs duty o
any tax is pavable on any fuel. ol or lubricants mtended tor use
exclusively in the service vehicles. ameraft or vessels of g

visiting police foree.

PART VI
MISCELLANEOUS

25. (1) Where under any enactment a power is exercisable by
any authority or person-

{a) respecting the Police Force. its members. ils serviee
courts or any person connected therewith: or

(b) respecting any property  used or o be used for the
purposes of the Police Foree. or for tuking possession of
any property to be so used. or for acquiring. whether by
agreemient or compulsorily. any property so used or o be

s0 used.

the President  may by order provide that the power be
exercisable by that authority or person. as the case may be.in the
case of a visiting police foree to which the order applies to the
extent to which it would be exercisable 1f the visiting police
force were a part of the Police Foree.

(2) The President may. by order -

(@) exempt a visiting police force or its nicmbers, ity service
courts. any other person connected with such toree o
courts or any property used or 1o 5e Gacd ior the purposes
afihiem lrom the operation of any enactment specified in
the order to any extent o which the force. members.
courts: persons or property  would be. or would be
capable of being exempied. if the foree were a part of the
Police Foree: und

(b) confer on that force or any member. courts. persons or

property referred o in paragraph (a) any other privilege
or immunity specitied in the order. being o privilege or
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() that a person who s subject to the jurisdiction b thic
service courts of a visiting police foree has been charged
hefore o service court with the homicide ol the deceased
person referted o oin subsection (1. wictier G not that
charge has been dealt with: or

(by that a person referred o paragraph (1S beitig
detained by an wuthority ol a visitng police Toree with o

view to being so charged.

(3) Where an inquest is adjourned under this section. the
coroncr may tesume the inguest only on the direction ot the
Minister.

(4) Where an inquest that was adjourned under this section
resumed. the coroner shall proceed in all respects as b the
inquest had not been previously begun.

(3) In this section-

() “homicide” includes murder. manslaughter. fanuicide
and any offence under the law of the country m question that s
analogous o any of those offences:

(b) references to a person having a relevant association with
a visiting police force are references to his being at the time-

(i) a member of the visiting police force or a member
of a civilian component ol that torce. or
(i) a person who. not being a citizen of Guyana o a
permanent resident thereol within the meaning of
Cap.14:02 the Immigration Act. is a member of the visiting
police force or of a civilian component ot that
foree.

(63 In determinming lor the purposes ol this section whether

Person is. or was at any e, a permancit resident of Guyana no

account shall be taken of any pertod durmg which he has been,

or intends to be. present in Guyana as a member of a visiting
- police force or ol a civilian component of such a foree.

Act to bind 27. This Act binds the State.
the State.






