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PARLIAMENT OFFICE, 
Public Buildings, 

Georgetown, 
Guyana, 

9th September, 1976. 

The following Bill which will be introduced in the National Assembly 
is published for general information. 

' 

SECTION 

F. �- Narain,
Clerk of the National Assembly. 

GUYANA 
BILL NO. 12 of 1976 

CONSl'J'ITUTION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1976 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS /. 

·1. · Short ·uue and commencement.
2. Alteration -of· article 8 . of the Constitution.
3. Alteration of article n of the Constitution.
4. Amendment of the Education Act.



150 THE OFFICIAL GAZE,TTE LEGAL SUPPLEMENT - C 9TH SEPT. 1976

A BILL 

Intituled 

AN ACT to alter the Constitution in accordance with Article 73 
thereof and to amend! the Education Act. 

Enacted by the Padiament of Guyana:-

���
rt 

c�!� 1. (1) This Act may be cited as the Constitution (Amend-
mencement. ment) Act 1976.

A1terati9n 
of article 
8 of the 
Constlt(Lition. 

Alteration 
of •article 
11 of the 
Constlitution. 

Amendment 
of the 
Education 
Act. 
Cap. 39;01. 

(2) Section 4 shall come into operation on the day
neoct following after the date on which sections 2 and 3 come 
into operation. 

2. Article 8 of the Constitution is hereby altered in the
following. respects -

(a) by the deletion of the word "or" at the end of
paragraph (2) (b) (iv);

(b) by the suootitution of a semi-colon for the full
stop at the ·end of paragtraph (2) (b) {v) and the
addition of the word "or" thereafter; and

( c) by the addition of the following. provision to para­
graph (2) (b) -

"(vi) property to be used by the State for the
purpose of providing, maintaining: and 
managing any place of education, where the 
property was being used as a place of educa­
tion at any time during 1976 and prior to 
the coming1 into operation of the law in

question.". 

3. Article 11 of the Constitution is hereby amended by th.e
deletion therefrom of parag.raphs (2) and (3). 

4. The Education Act is hereby amended in the following
respects -

(a) by the substitution of the foLlowing long title for
the long title of the Act -

" AN ACT to make better provision for the promo-
tion of education in Guyana."; 

.. 
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"Provision 
of system 
of 
education. 

Certain 
aided 
schools 
to become 
govel"lllilent 
schools. 

(b) by _the substitution of the words "g,overnmerit
school" for the words "school receiving aid from
moneys provided by Padiament" in section 6(1);

(c) by the inserflion of the following sections as sections
34A and 34B, respectively, immediately after
section 34 -

34A (1) Except with the permission in writing gf 
the Minister, no person other than the Chief Education 
Officer, shall establish, maintain or manage any school 
or other place of education for the provision of 
nursery,_ elemenUliry, secondary or furth r education, 
and any permission granted by the Minister shall be 
subject to such terms and conditions as the Minister 
ma,y deem fit to impose. 

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions
of sul>-section (1), or breaches any term or condition 
imposed by the Minister pursuant to that sub-section, 
shall be 1.ial?le on summary conviction to a fine of one 
thousand. dollars and to imprisonment for twelve 
months, and, in 'the case of a continuing offence, to an 
additional fine of .one hundred dollars for every day 
during, whichi the offence continues subsequent to the 
date to which the conviction relates. 

34B (1) On the date on which this section comes 
into operation (hereinafter in this section ref erred to 
as "the appointed date") every school which at any 
time duringi 1976 and prior to that date was an aided 
school s� thereupon be deemed to be a g�enunent 
school. 

(2) Where an aided. school is deemed to, be ai

government school by virtue of subsection (1) -

(a) the Chief Education Officer shall thereupon
become responsible for the control and manage­
ment of the .school and section 34 shall apply in
relatiq� thereto;

(b) there shall be vested the State, without furthe1·
assurance -

(i) the schoolhouse;

. (ii) Su.ch lan,d appurtenant to any schoolhouse, as 
is described in all border made by the Minister 



152 THE OFFICIAL GAZE,TTE LEGAL SUPPLEMENT - C 9TH SEPT. 1976

undeir subsection (4), subject to such interests 
in or rights over .such land used exclusively 
for public reUgious worship OT any building 
used in conne.ction therewith, as ma,y hlil set 
out and described in the said order; 

(iii) all records, furniture and other equip-­
ment, used in connection with and for the
purpose of carrying1 on the schoo,l,

notwithstandin.g any written law or rule or law. 

(3) The provisions orf subsection (2) (b) (i) and (ii)
shall, as the same apply to an aided school which is 
deemed to be a government school iby vi.rtu.e of sub­
section (1), apply mutatis mutandis on the appointed 
date in relation to every s:chooJ in respect of which an 
order was made undoc section 32(1) prior to the ap­
pointed date. 

(4) The Minister shall, as soon as practicable, by
order, prescribe the bowu:J.airies of any land appurten­
ant to a srchoolhouse for the purposes of subsection 
(2) subject to ooy easements or other interests as may
be specified in the ora.er and notwithstarndin� anything 
to the contrary in any other law the Registrar of Deeds 
shall take due notice thereof and shall make such 
a,nnotations on .. the recortls as maiy be necessacy to give 
effect to such order. 

(5) Where, property has vested in the State by
virtue of subsection (2)(b), the Minister may, in such 
ci.r:cumstances as he thinks just, pay compensation in 
such amount and in suc:hi manner a:S may be determined. 
b:Y him for allllY such properly and any determination 
made• by him under this, subsection shall be final and 
conclusive and shaill not lbe called in question in any 
court on the ground that the compensation is not 
adequaite.. 

(6) E,ve,ry gpvern�ng body or ma,:nager of an aided
school that is deemed to be a government school by 
virtue of this section shaill not later thain one month 
after the appointed date o� within: such further period 
as ma,y be allowed by the Chief Education Officer 
render to him aiI1J account for every g1overnment grant 

, made ip cqnnection witb the control.' and management 
·-" of the schMI' since the· las1r account -was· rendered.

, 
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.'! l..� • ' , (7) On the appointed date, or later with the ap­
proval of the Chief Education Officer, every governing 
body or manager aforesaid, or any person duly author­
ised by either of them, or any other person having the 
possession, or control of the records, furniture and 
other equipment, use

d

' in connection with the carrying 
on of the aided. school and vested in the State under 
subsection (2}(c) shall, at the said school deliver them 
or cause them" to be delivered to the Chief Education 
Officer or any person authorised by him to act on h�.
behalf ' ", I 

• � � 
I 

' \ 
• i I 1 

11 t �>j.:., • 

(8) On the appointed date, the provisions of 
any: n. ·. r

r:egulations made under this Act, in so far as they 
, relate to aided schools and the governing bodies �nd 

managers thereof, shall, ·except for the purposes of; , . .,.. 
subsection: (6), or (7) or (11), cease to have effect and ., .: 
the regulations shall accordingly be construed and· · ,,). 
have effect with such adaptations, exceptions, modlfi! :: ,-,:�.::: 
cations arul qualifications, as may be necessary for the;' ·' · 
purpose. 

(9) For the purposes of this section, the expre5;·.) _ 1_'. _1 sion "aided school" includes th·e schools known as the1 ' • ,:.
Christ Church Secondary �ool, the Stewartvil�e 
Government School and the David Rose School for 

. Handicapped Children. . 1, ., • .... 

(10) The Minister may, by order· which shall be' .-i:: 
subject to negative resolution of,the National Assembly;:· n'

.
' 

extend the applicatioDI of this section to any other 
school or place of ·educati1>n, whether or not in receipt 
of aid fl"O'flili moneys provided by Parliament, with 
such adaptations, exceptions, modifications and quali- / 
fieatlons as the Minister considers necessary for the 
purpose and the order may, in addition, contain such 
incidental or consequential provisions as may be 
�essary for the purpose of giving, full effect to the 
order. 

(11) If any person fails to com� with the pro­
visions of subsection (6) or (7) he s be liable on 
summary conviction to a fine of five hundred dollars 
and imprisonment for six months."; 

(d) by the repeal of sections 27 to 29 (inclusive) and Part
III (sections 48 to 53 inclusive); 

"' 

/ 
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(e) by the insertion of the words "nursery,", immediately
after the words "relating to" in section 45; and

(f) by the deletion of the words "or in receipt of aid" and
"of Guyana" from section 54(2)(c}.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

This Bill seeks1 to amend tl:ie Constitution in order to facili­
tate the implementation of the Govermnent's dec'la:red policy to 
assume full responsibility for education in Guyana. 

Clause 2 of the Bill see� to amend article 8 of the Consti­
tution tor the purpose of enablin_g, the Gove,rnment to imple­
ment its policy unhindered by the constraints of the existing 
constitutional requirement to � compensation, for property 
acquired for the purpose of unplementing; the policy of the 
Government on education. 

Clause. 3 of the Bill seeks to amend article 11 of the Consti­
tution as a necessary consequence· of_ the Government's policy to 
assume full responsibility for education. 

Clause 4 seeks to, amend the Education Act (Carp. 39:01)
enabling the, Government to assume ownership and control of 
all schools in the execution of its policy on ·education and the 
discharge of its responsibility for the educational system in 
Guyana. 

Cecilene L. Baird 

Minister of Education and Social Development. 

,. 
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