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A BILL

Intituled

N ACT to make provision for the instiittic o 2 couniv-i de sysieni
of local government through the esuablisinitcit  of 0rgais of local
democratic power as a vital aspect of socialist democracy, for the
election of members of the National Assembly by regional demo-
cratic councils and the National Congress of Local Democratic
Organs, for thereby and otherwise enabling the Con titution set
out in the Schedule to the Constitution of the Co-operative Repub-
lic of Guyana Act 1980 to function on and after the day appointed

for the coming into operation of that Constitution. and for pur-
po es connected therewith.

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana — A.D. 1980

PART 1
PRELIMINARY

1. This Act may be cited as the Local Democratic Organs Act short
1980 and shall come into operation on the day appointed under section ;g,‘:m:;;’e_
4 of the Constitution of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana Act 1980 ment.

for the coming into operation of the Con titution.

2. (1) In this Act — Inter-
pretation.
“area”, in respect of any local democratic organ, means

the area administered by that organ;

“casual vacancy” means any vacation of office for any
cause other than a dissolution of the body in which
the office is held, and includes any case in which a
person, by reason of his having lost memberships of
a body by which he was elected to another body,
thereupon vacates, as he is hereby required to vacate,
membership of the body to which he was elected:

“clerk” means the chief executive officer, however styled,
of the National Congress of Local Democratic Organ
or of a regional democratic council or of any other
local democratic organ, as the case may be, and, if
there is no such officer, then such officer as may be
designated for the purpose by the Mini ter;
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Cap. 29: 0§

Objeotives
of loical
government,

“Congress” means the National Congress of Local Democratic
Organs established by article 79 of the Constitution:

“Constitution” means the Constitution of the Co-operative Re-
public of Guyana as set out in the Schedule to the Consti-
tution of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana ct 1980;

“Constitution Order” means an order made pursuant _to section
5;

“Coungil” means a regional democratic council established under
section 5;

‘ Councillor” means a member of a council elected pursuant to
the provisions of section 18;

‘Court” means the High Court;

“Local democratic organ’ means any local government authori-
ty, and includes that of any city or town, and any council
established under the Amerindian Act;

“Minister” means the Minister responsible for local government,
save that in the case of sections 11 and 67 it means the 1in-
ister responsible for legal matters;

“region” means any of the regions into which Guyana has been
divided under section 4;

“regional democratic council” means any pvegional democratic
council established by a constitution order

(2) The references in sections 51 and 57 to a day being
appointed by the President under article 60(3) and article 60(4)
respectively shall be construed as including a reference to a day
bzing appointed by him under section &6) of the Constitution
of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana Act 1980 in relation to
the holding of the first election of members of a regional demo-
cratic council or of the National Congress of I.ocal Democratic
Organs, as the case may be.

3. The general objectives of the system of local govern-
ment established by and under this Act are to involve as many
citizens as possible in the task of managing and developing the
communities in which they live and ensuring popular participa-
tion in organising the political economic, social and cultural life
of those communities.
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“ART II
LOCAL DEMOCRATIC ORGANS

4.(1) The Minister may by order divide Guyana as he may gstablish-
deem fit into ten regions, and may in like manner divide a region foon*
into sub-regions, a subregion into districts, a district into com-=overnment
munities, a community into nelghbouvhoods and a neighbour-First:
hood into people’s co-operative units. chedule.

(2) In establishing any area as a region under subsection
(1) the Minister shall take into account the population, physical
size, geographical characteristics, economic resources and the
existing and planned infrastructure of the area, as well as the
possibilities of facilitating the most rational, management and
use of such resources and infrastructure, with a view to ensur-
ing that the area is or has the potential for becoming economi-
cally viable.

5. The Minister may by order provide for — Constitution
orders

(a) the establishment or designation of local demo-
cratic organs for any area into which Guyana
has been divided under section 4;

(b) the name of any such area and its boundaries;

(c) the name of any local democsatic organ for the
area;

(d) the composition, constitution, location, rights,
duties, obligations and responsibilities of each
local democratlc organ;

(e) the election, rights, duties, obligations and re-
sponsibilities of members of each local demo-
cratic organ;

(f) sanctions (including fines and public reprimands)
against local democratic organs and any mem-
b;:r(s1 atnd officers thereof for breach or dereliction
of duty;

(8) the due accountability of local democratic organs,
members and officers thereof to the residents
within their area, including provision for vaca-
tion of any office to which any person has been
appointed or elected, on grounds of misconduct,
inability (whether physical or mental) or loss of
confidence of the electorate;

(h) the good management and administration of any
area by the local democratic organ thereof;
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Cap. 29: 01

()

)

(k)

@

(m)

(n)

(o)

(p)

@

(1)

the holding of any public or private inquiry into
the administration of any area hy the local de-
mocratic organ thereof;

the dissolution of any local democratic
organ (other than a regional ‘democratic council}
and the holding of fresh elections therefor;

the establishment of any interim local democra-
tic organ during any dissolution effected under
paragraph (j), or during any period prior to the
establishment of an elected local democratic
organ for the area;

the direct administration for a temporary period
by the Government of any area (including any
area otherwise forming part of the area of a
local democratic organ);

the preservation of the status of any existing
city or town, or of any council established under
the Amerindian Ac: or of ~uv other local demo-
cratic organ, and the regulation of their relation-
ship with any other local democratic organ,
including the making of nrovision for distinctions

in the functions of members of a local democratic
organ which arz consistent with the preservation
of any such status;

the modification oi the boundaries of the area
of any local democratic organ;

the financing of any local democratic organ, in-
cluding the raising of revenue by the imposition
of rates, taxes, dues and other means;

the transfer or secondment of officers and other

employees from the service of the Government
to that of any local democratic organ or the trans-
fer or secondment of officers and other em-
ployees from the service of any local democra-
tic organ to that of the Government, or of any
other local democratic organ, and the regulation
of the terms and conditions of any such transfer
or secondment;

the establishment of any superannuation schemes
relating to the workers of any local democratic
organ;

the transfer of property, rights and cbligations
from any local democratic organ to any other
such organ, or the vesting of any property or
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rights in, or the charging of any obligations on,
any such organ;

(s) the settlement of any disputes among local demo-
cratic organs.

6. Without prejudice to the generality of section 5, Duties of
it shall be the duty of each local democratic organ and the mem- aefnocnam
bers and officers thereof within its area — organs,

(a) to maintain and protect public property;

(b) to protect and improve the physical environ-
ment;

() to improve working and living conditions;

(d) to stimulate economic activities and improve pro-
duction and efficiency;

(e) to promote the social and cultural life of the
people;

(f) to raise the level of civic consciousness;
(8) to preserve law and order;

(h) to consolidate socialist legality;

(i) to safeguard the rights of the people; and

(G) to give advice, encouragement and support to
the people in their daily activities and to give
leadership by example.

7. Subject to the provisions of this Act, a local demo-rLoca:
cratic organ may, with the approval of the Minister, make regu-emocratic.
lations for — make _regi-

(a) the proper management and administration of
its area;

(b) (tlhe raising of revenues gy tolls, rates, taxes and
ues;

(¢) the conduct by it of any business which it may
be authorised to carry on under its constitution
order; or

(d) acquiring land compulsorily for local govern-
ment purposes.

8. Every local democratic organ shall be a body cor-Local
porate by the name prescribed for it hy its constitution order. semans to
be bodies
corporate.
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Full time 9.(1) The following office-holders shall be full-time officers
' of their respective local democratic organs —

(a) th% Mayor and Deputy Mayor of any city or town;
an

(b) the chairman and vice-chairman of any regional
democratic council; and

(¢) the chairman of any local democratic organ for
any sub-division of a region who may by direction
of the Minister be specified for the purpose.

(2) The Minister may by order prescribe the emolu-
ments, if any, to be paid by a local democratic organ to any
officer serving full-time as aforesaid.

Delegation 10.(1) Subject to any conditions which the Minister may by

powers to . S .

local demo- order prescribe, any Minister, department of Government or

Srpans. statutory authority may, with the consent of the first men-
tioned Minister, delegate any of his or its statutory power or
authority to a local democratic organ where the power or authori-

ty relates to matters within the responsibility of that organ.

(2) Subject to any conditions which the Minister
may in writing specify, any local democratic organ may appoint
any other local democratic organ as its agent for purposes agreed
between them.

. 11.(1) Subject to the Constitution, the Minister may by
order, which shall be subject to affirmative resolution of the
National Assembly, establish courts for the trial of petty cffences
committed within the area of any local democratic organ and
any such order may prescribe —

(a) the offences triable in any such court;

(b) the punishment which any such court may im-
pose;

() a summary method of appeal from any decision
of any such court;

(d) the procedure relating to the functioning of
any such court or the making of any such appeal
from its decision; and

() all other matters which the Minister deems
it necessary or expedient to provide for in order
to'enable such courts to administer justice fairly,
effectively, economically and speedily.
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(2) In this section ‘“petty offences” means any
offence punishable on summary conviction by a fine not exceed--
ing four hundred dollars or imprisonment for a term not exceed-
ing two months, or by both such fine and such imprisonment,
and, subject to such limitations on punishment, any offence pun-
ishable on summary conviction. and relating to theft of or dam-
age to any livestock, or any agricultural or dairy product, or any
thing connected with the production thereof.

12. Where provision has been made by a constitution order Cessation of
for the local government of any area, any provision of any other of " other
law relating to the local government of that area shall cease to!*¥s:
apply with effect from such day, to such extent and subject to

such conditions as may be specified in the order.

13. In the case of a regional democratic council the provi-Application

sions of this Part shall apply subject to the provisions of Partar: to

. regional
I democratic
councils.

PART III
REGIONAL DEMOCRATIC COUNCILS

14. A local democratic organ estab’ished for a region Resional o
hy an order made under section 5 shall be called a regional councits,
democratic council and shall have such functions as may be-

vested in it by or under this Act or any other law.

15. Every council shall consist of such number of mem- composi-
bers/(inc’'uding the chairman and the vice-chairman) as, being /5,
not less than twelve and not more than thirty-six, may be pre- democratic

. . . . councils.
scribed by its constitution order.

16. Councillors shall be elected in accordance with the Soupsiiors
provisions of section 18. elected.

17.(1) Subject to subsection (2), a person shall be qualified Qualifica-
for election as a Councillor if, and shall not be so qualified un-election as
less, he is qua’ified for election as a member of the National councitior.

Assemb’y under articie 53 of the Constitution.

(2) No person shall be qualified for election as a coun-
cillor, or, if so elected, to hold or continue in office as a
councillor, if he is —

(a) disqualified for election as a member of the
National Assembly under paragraphs (I), (6),

(7) and (8) of article 155 of the Constitution;
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(b) a member of the National Assembly other than
a member thereof elected by the council to
which he seeks election;

(c) a magistrate;

(d) a member of the Police Force;

(¢) a member of the Guyana Defence Force;
(f) a local government officer;

(g) the Chief Election Officer;

(h) in relation to the election, a returning officer
within the meaning of section 2(1) of the Re-
presentation of the People Act as applied by
section 18;

Cap. 1:03.

(i) any person who has within five years before
election day been removed from any ele:ted
office pursuant to any provision made under
section 5(g);

Cap. 86: 02. . cal s .

() a person who has within five years before
election day or since his e’ection been sur-
charged under any aw to an amount exceeding
one thousand dol’ars;

(k) a person who has been disqualified from hold-
ing office as a councillor pursuant to any law :

Provided that for the purpose of paragraphs (j) and
(k) the ordinary date on which the period allowed for making
an appeal or application with respect to an order imposing the
surcharge or the disqualification respectively expires or, if such
an appeal or application is made, the date on which the ap-
pication is finally disposed of or abandoned or fai's by reason
of the non-prosecution thereof, shall be deemed to be the date
on which the surcharge or disqualification was imposed, as
the case may be. '

18-(1) Subject to subsection (2), the provisions of the Re-

Shoton presentation of the People Act (as modified by the Constitution
cap. 1:03, of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana (Adaptation and Modi-
Cap. 1:03 fication of Laws) (Representation of the People) Order 1980)
shall apply mutatis mutandis to the election of councillors as

they apply to an election of members of the National Assemb’y

under article 60(2) of the Constitution.

(2) Where the day appointed under artic’e 73(2) of the
Constitution for holding elections of councillors is the same
as the day appointed under article 61 of the Constitution for
holding an election of members of the National Assembly
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under article 60(2) thereof, the Representation of the People
Ast, as applied by subsection (1), shall, for the purpose of such
application, be construed subject to the following modifica-
tions —

(a) any reference to a list of candidates shall be
construed as including a reference to a list of
candidates for election as councillors of the
council of the region in respect of which their
election is sought;

(b) persons entitled to vote at an election of
councillors shall be electors whose names ap-
pear on the official list of electors for any
division within the region of the council in
respect of which the election is held;

(¢) an elector who votes by proxy at one election
shall, if he intends to vote at the other election,
vote thereat by proxy and shall appoint one
and the same person as his proxy in relation
to both elections, and accordingly any can-
cellation of the appointment of a proxy shall
tI;e deemed to apply in relation to both elec-

ons;

(d) an elector who votes as a postal voter at one
election shall, if he intends to vote at the other

election, vote thereat as a postal voter.

(e) the ballot paper for each election shall be set
out on the same sheet of paper and shall each
bear the same serial number but shall be
separated from each other by a per
forated line and distinguished from each other
by different colours, the sheet being in the
form of Form 11 of the Schedule to the Act
as amended by this ubsection, the upper half
thereof comprising the ballot paper for the
election of membhers of the National Assembly
and the lower half thereof comprising the
ballot paper for the election of members of
the council of the region;

(f) an elector, whether acting for himself or as
a proxy, shall only once enter the room where
the poll is held, and, having entered, shall
there and then vote in all his capacities and
in respect of each election at which he in-
tends to cast a vote, each step relating to one
election being taken either simultaneously with
or immediately after the corres_ondin_, ste_ .
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(®

(h)

(i)

)

relating to the other, as may be practicable,
and where any two corresponding steps are
substantially the same (such as proof of identity
or inking of fingers) a step taken in relation
to one election shall be deemed to have been
also taken' in relation to the other;

an elector voting at both elections shall cast
his ballots for both elections at the same time
and in the same ballot box, but ballot papers
for one election shall be separated from ballot
papers for the other election immediately
after removal from the ballot box and shall
be counted separately :

Provided that a ballot paper shall not
be invalidated by reason only that it ha
become separated from the other ballot
paper on the same ballot sheet prior to
its removal from the ballot box;

unless the Commission otherwise decides, wher
the same person has been named as represen-
tative of a list of candidates for election as
members of a council for a region as well as
representative of a list of candidates for
election as members of the National Assembly
or where the same symbol has been applied
for in respect of both lists, and where any
person holds an appointment as election agent,
assistant agent. counting agent or polling
agent in respect of the second mentioned
list for any area within that region. no one
other than that person may be appointed
to, or, if previously appointed, no one other
than that person may continue to hold, the
corresponding post in relation to the first-
mentioned list in respect of that area;

any person holding office as an election officer
in relation to the election of members of the
National Assembly shall be deemed to be hold-
ing the like office in relation to the holding
of the election of councillors:

the administrative machinery and arrangements
for the holding of the election of councillors
shall as far as practicable be the same as those
for the holding of the election of members of
the National Assembly subject to due care be-
ing taken to ensure that there is no confusion
between the holding of the two elections:



Avug., 1980 THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE LeEGAL SUuPPLEMENT — C 21

(k) where any form is prescribed or modified by
this subsection so as to be capable of being
used in relation to both elections, or partly in
relation to one and partly in relation to the
other, it shall be so used, and accordingly any
corresponding form which would have been
used if either election was held alone shall not
be applicable; and

(1) the provisions of that Act specified in the first g pe, 13
column of the First Schedule are hereby Legisiation
amended in the manner specified in the second

column of that Schedule.

19. (1) Within even day< after the declaration under section 99 Convening
of the Representation of the People Act (as modifiecd a aforesaid) of ¢, _’J}‘w &
the results of any clection of councillor . the clerk of the council to ghairman
which the clection has been made shall call a meeting. t  be held not chairman.
later than fourteen days after the date of the declaration, of the per-Cap- 1: 03
sons elected thereat to be councillors for the purpose of electing the

chairman and the vice-chairman of the council.

(2) The clerk hall. not le than three day before a meeting
held pursuant to subsection (1), publih notice of the time and place
of the intended meeting and cause a copyv thereof to be served upon
the persons elected as councillor :

Provided that want of .ervice of a copy of a notice shall
not affect the validity of the meeting.

20. (1) The clection of the chairman shall be the first busincssgfleag&{;r
tran acted at a meeting called pursuant to ection 19 and the election man and

o . K : H vi ce-
of the vice-chairman shall take place immediately thereafter. Sherman,

(2) The clerk shall. until the chairman ha been elected.
preside at and shall determine any guestion ari ing at the meeting dur-
ing the election of the chairman, but shall not have anv votec: and
upon his election the person o elected shall pre ide at all meetings
and determine any uch question and shall have a second or casting
vote whenever there i an equality of votes on any question.

(3) Every candidate for election as chairman and vice-chair-
man shall be a councillor propo ed by another councillor and seconded
by another, all of whom are present at the meeting.

(4) If there i only one candidate for election as chairman.
the clerk shall declare that candidate to be clected: and if. the chair-
man having been elected. there is only one candidate for election as
vi -chair an t ¢ c airman all ecla e that candidate to be elected.
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Election of
chafirman
and vice-
ghairman
on

vaoancy.

Vacancy in
office of
chainman
or wvice-
chairman.

Perform-
ance of
chairman’s
duties when
unable
to act.

(5) If there arc two or more candidates for clection as chair-
man, the clerk shall take the votes of the councillors present and shall
declare the candidate who secures the greatest number of votes to be
elected; and, if, the chairman having been clected. there are two or
more cangidates for election as vice-chairman, the chairman shall de-
clare the candidate who secures the greatest number of votes to be
elected.

(6) Where by rcason ol an equality ol votcs cast at an elec-
tion of a chairman no person i elected chairman the Minister shall
select one of the councillors receiving the greatest number of equal
votes to be chairman.

20.(1) 1 any vacancy occurs under section 22 in the office of
chairman or_vice-chairman, the clerk shall call a meeting of the coun-
cil 1o elect a councillor to the vacant office.

(2) Section 20 shall, in so far as it is applicable, apply to a
meeting called under thi section.

22. (1) A vacancy shall occur in the office of chairman or vice-
chairman prior to normal retirement if the holder of the office —

(a) dies;

(b) resigns;
(c) ceases to be a councillor;

(d) does not within twenty-cight davs after hi election
to the ollice take before thie President the oath pre-
scribed for his office by ‘cction 24, unless his failure
to take such oath within the said period i for any
reason approved by the council.

(2) A vacancy shall occur in the office of vice-chairman if
the holder thereof is clected to the office of chairman,

23.(1) During any period when the chairman is for any rcason
unable to perform the functions of his office, tho e functions shall be
assumed and perfermed by the vice-chairman.

(2) I the vice-chairman is for any reason unable 1o perform
the functions of the office ol chairman in accordance with subsection
(1), the clerk shall call a meeting of the council to elect a councillor to
perform those functions, and the councillor so clected shall assume
and perform those function until uch time as the chairman or vice-
chairman, a the ca e may be, i able to act.

(3) Section 20 shall, in so far as it is applicable. apply to a
mesting called under this section.
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(4) Where at an election under subsection (2) two or more
councillor - secure an equal number of votes the Minister shall direct
which of those councillor shall perform the functions of the office of
chairman; and that councillor shall assume and perform those func-
tions until such time as the chairman or vice-chairman, as the casc
may be, is able to act.

(5) In the event of the vice-chairman or a councillor perform-

ing the functions of the office of chairman for scven consecutive days

r more, the vice-chairman or councillor, as the case may be. hall,

during such period, have at his dispo al, in licu of the chairman, the

funds placed under section 28 (1) at the dispo al of the said office in
the manner specified for the payment of uch fund .

24. I'he chairman and vice-chairman shall, before performing gath of
ny of the functions of their respective offices (save those referred to in )
section 20) take before the President an oath of office in the form set§eeond

ut in the Second Schedule.

25. The chairman and the vice-chairman, .hall, by virtuc of Chairman
their offices, be ju tices of the peace for their region, but shall. b fore i
cting a  uch, take the oath required by law to be taken by uch ;gst‘l’:es
justices unless they are, on the day on which they become entitled 10 of the
act as chairman or vice-chairman, .uch justices and have taken the Pe2°*

ath required by law to be taken to act as such justices.

26. A council may grant leave of ab ence to its chairman and Leave of
absense of

vice-chairman for any period or periods not exceeding three monthsenairman
in the aggregate during any continuous twelve-month period of con- and vice-

tinuance in office.

217. The chairman, the vice-chairman and other councillors chaimman.
hall. during their continuance in office. be exempted from jury service. Vice-chair-
an an
councillors
exempted
from jury
ervice,
28. (1) A council may in cach year appropriatc out of its llll‘ldsﬂeglungra-
a sum not exceeding in amount any sum for the time being prescribed chairman
by its contitution order to be placed at the dispo al of its chairman in2nd .~

any manner specified in the onder.

(2) A council may in each year, with the approval of the
Minister, appropriate out of its funds a sum to be utilised for the
remuneration of councillors other than travelling and sub istence ex-
penses incurred in the course of dut and mav. with uch approval,
determine what sum shall be payable to each councillor.

29 A vacan y ‘hall occur in the offic of a councillor if the Vacancy in
holder th reof — m‘;fcn%r
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Signfica-
tion and
filling of
vacancy.

Cap, 1: 03

Oath of
office of
councillor.

Second
Schedute.

Application
of certain
provistons

of the
Municipal
and Districat
Councils Alet,
Cap. 28: 01.

Third
Schedule.

(a) dies;
(b) ceases Lo be qualified for clection as a counciilor:

(¢) is disqualified for being or is disqualified from con-
tinuing to be a councillor;

(d) is removed from officc pursuant to any provision
made under section S (g):

(e) resigns;

(fYy does not, within fourteen days of his election. take
before the clerk the oath prescribed for his office by
‘ection 31, unless his failure to take such oath with-
in that pcriod is for a reason approved by the council.

30. (1) Whenever a vacancy oceurs in an cifice of councillor, the
clerk shall report the same at the next meeting of the council and pub-
lish notice thereof.

(2) Any such vacancy shall be fillgd pursuant to section 99A
of the Representation of the People Act, as modified by section 18.

31. No councillor shall take part in the proceedings of a coun-
cil or a commitiee thereof until he has taken before the clerk an oath
of office in the form set out in the Second Schedule.

32.(1) The provision of the Municipal and Di trict Councils Act
specified in subsection (2) shall apply in relation to a regional demo-
cratic council as they apply in relation to a council under that Act and
for that purpose shall be construed with any nece ary madifications,
adaptations, qualifications and exceptions, and, without prejudice to
the generality of the foregoing, subject, in particular, for the purpose
of such application, to the following modification —

(a) where a provision applies to the City Council, the
Town Council and any other council it shall apply
to a regional democratic council as it applie to such
other council;

(b) any references to the clerk or treasurer shall be con-
strued as a referen¢e to the clerk or chief finance
officer (however styled) respectively of a regional
democratic council;

(c) the power conferred by section 305 to suspend or
dissolve a council shall be inapplicable to a regional
democratic council;

(d) the provisions specified in the first column of the
Third Schedule are hereby amended in the manner
specified in the second column of that Schedule.
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The provi ion. of that ct specified for the purposes of
ubsection (1) are —

sections 43 to 332 (inclusive) but exclusiv ol section
58(1) and (2), 72. 73, 81 10 89 (inclusive). 95 to 120
(inclusive), 123, 125 o 142 (inclusive). 153 1o 154
(inclusive). 200 to 227 (inclusive), 265 to 300 (inclusive),
301, 319, 321 1o 331A (inclusive).

33. In the management and development of its region, every gotif%cuzrgg
council shall be guided by the general policies of the Government and py generat
the national objectives as set by the Government, and shall devise iis peticies
development plans and programmes to ensure consistency with such Government.
policies and objectives; and in the performance of his functions each
councillor shall endeavour to co-operate with every other councillor

and with all socio-economic institutions in the area.

PART IV

THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF LOCAL
DEMOCRATIC ORGANS

34. (1) Subject to subscction (2), the National Congress of Local Composition
Democratic Organs shall consist of twenty members, two of whom National
shall be elected by each regional democratic council in accordance with ¢ongress of

.. . . . Local Demo-
the provision of sections 35 to 42 (inclusive). crattic

Organs.

(2) The Minister may by order make provision for additional
members of the Congress to be elected by and from among member
of such other local democratic organs and for uch purposes a may
be pecified in the order.

35. A person shall be qualified for election as a member of Qualinea-
the Congress if he i a member of a council. election as

a member o
the Congress

36. The clerk of cach council hall cause a meeting of the opeatian c
council to be held at a time fixed by him on the day appointed by the meeting.
President under article 80 (2) of the Constitution for the purpose of
electing two of the members of the council to erve as members of the
Congress.

-37.(1) At the meeting the chairman shall call for nominations of Nomina-
candidates for election to each of two offices of member of the Con- "™
gress, the election to the first office being completed before nomination
are called for election to the second office,

(2) Each candidate shall be a member of the council pro-
posed by another member and seconded b another member. all of
whom are present at the meetin
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Election. 38. (1) 1f there is only one candidate for election to an office the
chairman shall declare him to be duly elected to serve in that office as
a member of the Congress.

(2) If there are two or more candidates for election to an
oftice, the clerk hall take the votes of the members present and the
chairman shall declare the candidate who secures the greatest number
ol vot s to be duly elected a a member of the Congress, the casting
vote of the chairman being exercised in the event of an equality of

votes.

Noutication 39. A soon as practicable after the election of the two mem-
[osul 1o ber , the clerk of the council shall notify the Elections Commis ion of
the results of the election, which the Commission shall thereupon cause

Commission
to be published in the Gazerre.

Cerlificates 40. The Election Commission shall furnish cach person who
of election. . .
has been lected a member of the Congress with a certificate that he

ha- been -0 elected.

i‘;ﬂcgg%gs 41. A vacancy shall occur in the office of a member of the
1 .
of member ongress if the holder thereof —
of Congress.
(a) acate~ his office as a niember of the council by

which he was elected to the Congress;
(b) resigns hi office as a member of the Congress;

(c) does not within fourteen days of his election as a
member of the Congress take before the clerk there-
of the oath prescribed by section 31 (a applied b
section 47) unless his failure to take uch oath within
that period is for a reason approved by the Congres
or by the clerk if the Congress is not in session:

(d) is disqualified for being or is disqualified from con-
tinuing to bc a member of the Congress.
¢

Signitication 42.(1) Whenever a vacancy occur in an oftice of member ot the
and filling of  ongre s the clerk thercof shall with all speed report the same to the
vacancy. chairman of the council by which the holder of the oflice wa clected

a a member of the Congress a well a to the chairman of the  ongress,

and publish notice thereof.

(2) Any uch vacancy shall be filled by such other member
of that council a is not a member of the Congre s, but is qualified
for election as, such a member and is elected as such a member by
the council (following as nearly as may be the like method as was ob-
served at the preceding election held under sections 36, 37 and 38) on

uch day as the President may by proclamation appoint, being a day
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which the President considers to be as early as practicable after the
vacancy occurred.

43.(1) Within seven days after the date on which publication in Convening o

the Gazette has been compieted pursuant 10 section 39 or the resultseiect chair-
of elections by councils of members of the Congress. the clerk of the 7icd il
Congress shall call a meeting, to be held not later than fourteen days man.

after that date, of the persons so elected for the purpose of electing the

chairman and the vice-chairman of the Congress.

(2) The clerk of the Congress shall, not less than three days
before a mceting held pursuant to subsection (1), publish notice of the
time and place of the intended meeting and cause a copy thereof to be
served upon the persons elected as members of the Congress:

Provided that want of service of a copy of a notice shall
not affect the validity of the meeting.

44. Section 20 shall apply mutatis mutandis in respect of the Election of
election of the chairman and vice-chairman of the Congress as it applies ana vice-
in respect of the election of the chairman and vice-chairman of a coun- chairman.

cil.

45.(1) If any vacancy occurs under section 46 in the office of Ejection of
chairman or vice-chairman of the Congress, the clerk of the Congress and vice-

slflfq.ll call a meeiing of the Congress to elect a member to the vacant Sh2iman.
office.

(2) Section 20 shall, in so far as it is applicable, apply
mutatis mutandis to a meeting called under this section.

46.(1) A vacancy shall occur in the office of chairman or vice- vacancy in

chairman of the Congress if the holder of the office — office of

«a'rlld_ vice-
. . chairman,
(a) vacates his office as a member of the Congress;

(b) resigns his office as such chairman or vice-chairman;

(c) does not within twenty-eight days after his election
to the office take before the President the oath pre-
scribed by section 24 (as applied by section 47) unless
his failure to take such oath within the said period
is for any reason approved by the Congress or by
the clerk thereof if the Congress is not in session.

(2) A vacancy shall occur in the office of vice-chairman of
the Congress if the holder thereof is elected to the office of chairman
of the Congress.
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Application 47. Sections 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 and 31 apply mutatis
provisions of mutandis in respect of the Congress as they apply in respect of a council.
épplication 48. Section 32, as it applies to a council, applies mutatis

provisions  mutandis to the Congress, but subject to the following modifications —

Municipal
and District
councils Act.
Cap. 28:01.

(a) any reference in the Municipal and District Councils
Cap. 28:01. Act to a council area shall be construed as a reference
to any area in respect of which there are representa-

tives in the Congress;

(b) sections 67, 155, 302 and 320 of that Act shall not
apply to the Congress;

(c) sections 153 and 154 of that Act shall apply to the

Congiess as they apply to the City Council.
2;]‘;731_;’5‘5 . 49, In-the management of its affairs and the discharge of its
be ‘guided responsibilities the Congress shall be guided by the general policies of

policies of the Government and the national objectives as set by the Government.
Government. J

o e 50. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Minister may

providz for by order provide for any other matter which he considers to be neces-
o er mmatters sary or expedient to provide for in relation to the establishment, mem-
the Congress. bership and functions of the Congress, for the election of the members
thereof and by them of members of the National Assembly, and for
the effective participation by them through the Congress in the decisiod-

making processes of the State. B

PART V

ELECTION OF CERTAIN MEMBERS OF THE
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Election of members of the National Assembly by regional
democratic councils

c ing of . . .

moer;‘{f:gngto 51, The clerk of each regional democratic council shall cause
regional  a meeting of the council to be held at a time fixed by him on the day
councils to  appointed by the President under article 60 (3) of the Constitution for

elect mem-

hers of the tthe purpose of electing to serve as a member of the National Assembly
Nationa

awsembly, ©one of the councillors qualified to be so elected.

Nomina- S2. At the meeting the chairman shall call for nominations

tions. of candidates for the purpose, Each candidate shall be proposed by
another councillor and seconded by another councilior; all of whom
are present at the meeting.
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53. (1) If there is only one candidate, the chairman shall declare Election,
him to be duly elected as a member of the National Assembly.

(2) 1If there are two or more candidates, the clerk shall take
the votes of the members present and the chairman shall declare the
candidate wha secures the greatest number of votes to be duly elected
as a member of the National Assembly, the casting vote of the chair-
man being exercised in the event of an equality of votes.

54. As soon as practicable after the election, the clerk sh-allggbl}iegzﬁitgn
notify the Elections Commission of the results of the election, which '
the Commission shall thereupon cause to be published in the Gazette.

55. The Elections Commission shall furnish the éouncillor who Certincate
has been elected as a member of the National Assembly with a certifi- ’
cate that he has been so elected.

56. Section 42 applies mutatis mutandis to the fil'ing Filling ot
of casual vacancies amongst members of the National Assembly vacancies
who were elected by a council. amonest

glfwwtit(l)l:al
Assembly
elected by
councils.
Election of members of the National Assembly by Congress
57. The clerk of the Congress shall cause a meeting of convening o

the Congress to be held at a time fixed by him on the daymesting o

appointed by the President under article 60(4) of the Con-gl}:éfr:m::ﬁ
stitution for the purpose of electing to serve as members of national
the National Assembly two of the members of the CongressAssembly.

who are qualified to be so elected.

58.(1) At the meeting the chairman shall call for nomina-~Nomina.
tions of candidates for e’ection to each of the two offices of "°ns.
members of the National Assembly, the election to one office
being completed before nominations are called for election to
the other.

(2) Each candidate shall be proposed by another mem-
ber of the Congress and seconded by another such member, all
of whom are present at the meeting.

59.(1) If there is only one candidate for election to an Eiection.
office the chairman shail dec'are him to be duly elected to serve
in that oftice as a member oi the National Assemb.y.

(2) If there are two or more candidates for election to
an office the clerk shall take the votes of the members resent
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Publication
of results.

Certificates
of election.

PFilling of
casual
,vacancies
amongst
members of
the National
Assembly
elected by
Congress.

Determina-
gion of
questions as
10 member-
ship and
elections
relating to
councils,

and the chairman shall declare the candidate who secures the
greatest number of votes to be duly elected to serve in that
office as a member of the National Assembly, the casting vote
of tthe chairman being exercised in the event of an equaiity of
votes.

60. As soon as practicab’e after the election of the two

“members, the clerk shal no‘ify the Elections Commission of

the results of the election, which the Commission shall there-
upon cause to be published in the Gazerre.

61. The Elections Commission shall furnish each person
who has been elected as a member of the National Assembly
with a certificate that he has been so elected.

62. Section 42 app’'ies mutatis mutandis to the filling
of casual vacancies amonsst members of the National Assembly
who are elected by the Congress.

PART VI

ELECTION DISPUTES
Disputed elections to regional democratic councils

63.(1) Any question —

(a) ' regarding the qualification of any person to be
elected as a member of a council;

(b) whether —

(i) either generally or in any particular place,
an e'ection to a council has been law-
fully conducted or the result thereof has
been, or may have been, affected by any
unlawful act or omission;

(ii) the seats in a council have been lawfully
allocateq;

(ili) a seat in a council has become vacant; or

(iv) any member of a council is required under
the provisions of any law to cease to
exercise any of his functions as a member
thereof;

() regarding the filling of a vacant seat in a
council; and
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(d) whether any person has been validly elected
as chairman or vice-chairman of a council or,
having been so elected, has vacated the office
of chairman or vice-chairman, as the case may
be, may, with a view to securing any appropriate
remedial orders, be dealt with as provided in
subsection (2) or (3) as the case may be.

(2) Any such question as is referred to in subsection
(1) (a), {b) and (c) may be referred to the Court, and shall there-
upon be determined by it, in accordance with the provisions
of the National Assembly (Vaudlty of Elections) Act which shall
apply for that purpose with any necessary modifications, adapta-
tions. qualifications and exceptions. and, without pre]udlce to
the generality of the foregoing. subject in particular, for the

purpose of such application, to the following modifications —

rd
any references however made in that Act to —

(@
(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

(vi)

(vii)

an election;

an elector;

a candidate;

a list of candidates;

any person bheing elected as a member
of the National Assembly;

Parliament or the National Assembly; or
the Speaker;

shall be construed as a reference respectively to —

(i)

(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

)

(vi)
(vii)

(b)

an election of members of the council for
the region in respect of which the election
petition is brought;

an elector at that election;
a candidate at that election;
a list of candidates for that election;

any person being elected as a member

of such council;
such council; and

the person for the time being presiding
over such council;

the provisions of that Act specified in the first
column of the Fourth Schedule are hereby scheauie

amended in the manner specified in the second
column of that Schedule.



222 THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE LecaL SuPPLEMENT — C 2ND AuG., 1980

(3) Any such question as is referred to in section
63(1) (d) may be referred to the Court, and shall thereupon be
determined by it, in accordance with the provisions of section 64.

Disputed elections to Congre and to chairmanship
and vice-chairmanship of Congress and councils

Disputed 64.(1) Any question whether any person has been validly

1o congress, elected by a council as a member of the Congress or whether

e any person has been validly elected as chairman or vice-chair-
man of a council or of the Congress or, whether any person,
having been elected to any such office, has vacated it, may, with
a view to securing appropriate remedial orders, be referred to
the Court, and shall thereupon be determined by it, in accor-
dance with this section.

(2) o such question shall be referred to the Court
except —

(a) in the case of a person elected as chairman or
vice-chairman of the Congress, by the clerk of
the Congress when so authorised by a resolu-
tion of the Congress, or by a member of the
Congress;

(b) in the case of a person elected as chairman or
vice-chairman of a council, by the clerk of the
council when so authorised by a resolution of
the council, or by a member of the council; and

(¢) in the case of a person e'ected by a council as
a member of the Congress, by the clerk of the
council or of the Congress when so authorised
by the council or the Congress, as the case may
be, or by a member of the council or of the
Congress.

(3) Anv such reference shall be determined by the
Court in accordance with the provisions of the National Assem-
b’y (Speaker’s Election and Vacation of Office) Act which shall
cap. 1.0  apply for that purpose with any necessary modifications, adapta-
tions, qualifications and exceptions, and, without prejudice to the
generality of the foregoing, subject, in particular, for the pur-

pose of such application, to the following modifications —

(a) any reference in that Act to the Speaker shall
be construed as a reference to the office of
member of the Congress or chairman or vice-
chairman of the Congress or of the council,
in respect of which the question is raised;

(b) any reference in that Act to the National
Assembly or the Clerk shall be construed —



2ND AvuG., 1980 THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE LeGAL SUPPLEMENT — C 22

(i) in the case of a question concerning a
member or the chairman or vice-chairman
of the Congress, as a reference to the Con-
gr((eiss or the clerk thereof respectively;
an

(i) in the case of a question concerning the
chairman or vice-chairman of a council,
as a reference to the council or the clerk
thereof respectively.

Disputed elections by Congress and councils of members
of National Assembly

65.(1) Any question referred to in article 163 (1) (a), (b) Disputed
and (c¢) of the Constitution may, in respect of an election re- &t National
ferred to in article 60(3) or (4) of the Constitution and with a Assembly
view to securing appropriate remedial orders, be referred tosws) and
the Court, and shall thereupon be determined by it, in accordance *)-

with this section.
>
(2) Any such question may be referred to the Court —

(@) by any person competent to do so under article
163(2) of the Constitution;

(b) by the Clerk of the Nationai Assembly when
so authorised by a resolution of the Assembly,
or by a member of the Assembly;

(c) where the question relates to an election held
by a council, by the clerk of the council when
so authorised by a resolution of the council,
or by a member of the council;

(d) where the question relates to an election held
by the Congress, by the clerk of the Congress
when so authorised by a resolution of the Con-
gress, or by’ a member of the Congress;

(e) by an elector; or

(f) by any person who was a candidate at the
election at which any person in respect of
whom the question is raised was elected.

(3) Any such question may be referred to the Court ., ;.5
in accordance with the provisions of the National Assembly
(Speaker’s Election and Vacation of Office) Act- which shall
apply for that purpose with any necessary modifications, adapta-
tions, qualifications and exceptions, and, without prejudice to
the generality of the foregoing, for the purpose of such applica-
tion any reference in that Act to the Speaker shall be construed
as a reference to the office of member of the Assembly in re-

s ect of which the uestion is raised.
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Appeals. 66. An appeal shall lie to the Court of Appeal —

(a) from the decision of a judge of the Court
granting or refusing leave under any law to
institute proceedings for the determination of
any question referred to in this Part;

(b) from the determination by the Court of any
such question, or against any order of the Court
made in consequence of such determination.

Rules of 67. Subject to the provisions of this Act and of article

procedure. 163 of the Constitution, the Minister may by order make pro-
vision with respect to the practice and procedure of the. High
Court in relation to the jurisdiction and powers conferred upon
it by or under this Part and of that Court and the Court of
Appeal in relatipn to appeals to the Court of Appeal under this
Part, and. subject to any provision so made, provision may be
made with respect to the matters aforesaid by rules of court.

PART VII
MISCELLANEOUS

Regulations. 68. The Minister may make regulations —

(a) where by this Act any provision of any other law is
applied with or without modification to a council or the
Congress, for rescinding, varying, modifying or otherwise
amending such application of any such provision (in-
clusive of any such modification);

(b) for amending any Schedule to this Act;

(c) for prohibiting, wholly or partially, the receipt by any
person of separate payments in respect of any separate
offices held by him under this Act;

(d) generally for giving effect to the provisions of this Act.

Saving of 69. Any amendment by or under this Act of any subsidiary legisla-
Zmend sub- tion shall be without prejudice to any power conferred by any law upon
f‘;‘;{ggﬁm any per on or authority to make, amend, modify or revoke such legisla-

amended by tion, and any such power shall be exercisable even in respect of any
or under

this Aet.  such amendment.

Authority 70. The exercise by the Election Commission of any authorty

O eotions in pursuance of the provisions of the Constitution shall be duly deferred

commission. to in the operation of this Act and by each and every person or authority
acting under this Act.

Negative 71. Any regulations made by the Mini ter under this Act and,
resolutions.  except as provided in section 11, any order made by him under this
Act hall be subject to negative re olution of the National Assembly.
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ection 18

FIRST SCHEDULE

MENDMENTS TO THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT,

Provision

Section 2 (1)

cction 2(3)

ection 3(2)

Section 8 (1)

Cap. 1:03

How amended

(a) For the definition of  clection™ ubistitute the follow-
ing —

¢ “election” means an election of members of a regional
democratic council under section 18 of the Local
Democratic Organ Act 1980, and “clector’ shall be
construed accordingly’.

(b) In the difinition ol “clection day™ for “61" substitue
“T3 ()"

(¢) In the definition of “elector” delete “VI1, VII,” and
before the semicolon insert “for any division within the
region of the council in respect of which the clection is

(d) Inscrt in their proper alphabetical order the following
new definitions:

“council™ means a regional democratic council;
“councillor™ means a member of a council;

¢ “regional democratic council” means a regional demo-
cratic council ectablished for any region under sec-
tion 5 of the Local Démocratic Organs Act 1980.°

After “division” in the first line insert “within a region in
respect of which the election is held.”

Substitute the following —

*(2)  T'he region of the council to which the councillors
are 10 he clected hall form one electoral area for deter-
mining the result of the election; and votes shall be cast
in favour ol lists ol candidates published in accordance
with section 19.”

Substitute a colon for the full stop at the end, and in-ert the
following proviso —

“Provided that an officer “hall be required to take only
one oath where he is acting both in re pect of an election of
member of the National Assembly and in respect of an
clection of member of a council.”
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Provision

How amended

cction

Section

ection

Section

ection
Section

(iii)

Section

Section

Section

Section
Section

Section

1 (1)

11 @3)

12

14 (3)

22
34(2) (a)

40 (1) (¢)

87 (1) (b)

97 (1)

97 (4)
97 (5)
98

(a) For “two hundred and not more than two hundred and
twenty” substitute “one hundred and not morc than onc
hundred and twenty.”

(b) After “section 2(3)” insert “for any division in the
region of the council in re pect of which the election
is held.”

Substitute the following

“(3) A list of candidates shall set out the names. onc
below the other in the alphabctical order of the sur-
names. of a number of persons who arc qualified to b

elected to the council in respect of which the clection
is held and who have consented to the in-lusion of
their names in the list a candidates for clection. to-
gether with the address and occupation of each such
per on. such number being not less than the number
of members prescribed under .ection 15 of the T.ocal
Democratic Organs Act 1980 for that council and not
more than the number so prescribed plus ten.”

(a). For “onc of their number™ substitute “any elector whose
name is on the official list of elector for any division
of anyv region.”

(b) In paragraph (a) dclete “(other than persons who are
not candidates)”.

(¢) In paragraphs (b) and (c) delete “and person who are
not candidate. .”

After “more than one list™ inscrt “in re pect of the same

region.”

Delete.

Delete.

Before the emicolon insert “and of the Local Democratic
Organs Act 1980.™

Before the semicolon insert “and separate them, il they have
not yet become separated, from any ballot papers relating to
the clection of members of the National Assembly.”

After “candidates” insert “in a region” and for “fifty-three”
substitute “such number as may be prescribed for the mem-
bership of the council of that region under section 15 of the
Local Democratic Organs Act 1980.”

Delete.

Delete.

After “including his own name™ inert “if he i. a candidate™.
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Provision How amended

Section 99 (@) In paragraph (d) for ‘“National Assembly” sub-
stitute ‘“‘council in respect of which the election
was held.”

(b) Substitute a full stop for the semicolon at the end
of paragraph (d) and delete the remainder of the
section.

ection 99A Substitute the following —

“PFilling of
casual va-
cancies 1in
the case of
members of
a r giomwal
democrutic
council

99A.(1) If the seat of a member of a coun-
cil is vacant for any cause other than a
dissolution of the council, the vacancy
shall be filled by the person who is not a
member of the council but is qualified for
election as, and willing to hecome, such
a member and whose name is taken from
the relevant list of candidates by wa

of turther extraction therefrom in accord-
ance with the provisions of section 98 hy
the reprentative or deputy representa-
tive of such list or a person designated by
a majority of persons named in such list,
as the case may be. as shall be called upon
so to do by the chairman of the council,
following as nearly as may b the lik

method as was ohserved at the preceding
elgction of members under that section,
the name of every person who became a
member of the council at that pre-
ceding election, or has since become a
member, being ineligible for extraction
under the foregoing provisions of this
subsection; and if there is no person wliose
name is eligible therefor the eat shall
remain vacant until it is filled consequent

upon an ensuing election under that sec-
tion.

(2) In subsection (1) “relevant list of can-
didates’ means the list in which was in-
cluded the name of the member of the
council vacating his seat or, where the
vacancy exists because a person is held
in proceedings under section 63 of  the
Local Democratic Organs Act, 1980, not
to have been qualified to be elected such
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Provision How amended

a member, the name of that person.”

Section 100 For ‘“the National Assembly” substitute ‘“‘the council.”"
Section 104(2) For “one thousand” substitute “five hundred.”
Section 104(3) For ‘“one thousand” substitute “five hundred”.

Section 106(1) (a) Substitute the following —

“(a) in excess of the sum of five hundred
dollars multiplied by the number of can-
didates on the list of candidates but not
exceeding the number of members pres-
cribed under section 15 of the Local Demo-
cratic Organs Act 1980 for the.council in
respect of which the election is held;”.

Section 131 (e) For ‘“the National ssembly” substitute “any council.”
Section 131 (f) For “the National ssembly” substitute “any council.”

Section 135(1) (b) For “the National Assembly” substitute “any council
or any other local democratic organ.”

Section 151 Delete.

Section 152 Substitute a colon for the full stop and insert the fol-
lowing proviso —

“Provided that no person shall be entitled
to any additional emoluments in respect
of any election of members of any council
which is held on the same day as any elec-
tion of members of the National Assem-
bly.”

SCHEDULE
For the subheading ¢“General Elections” (as inserted
Forms 1, 4, 5, 6, by the Constitution of the Co-operative Republic of
7, 8, 9, 12, 13, Guyana) (Adaptation and Modification of L.aws) (Repre-
19, 20, 21 and 22. sentation of the People) Order, 1980) substitute the
subheading “General and Regional Elections.”

Forms 2, 3, 23, For the subheading ‘“‘General Elections” (as inserted
24, 26, 27 and 28. by the Constitution of the Co-operative Republic of
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Provision

Form 2

Form 3

Form 4

Form 5

Forms 6 and 8

Form 9

How amended

Guyana) (Adaptation and Modification of Laws) (Repre-
sentation of the People) Order, 1980) substitute the
subheading “Regional Elections.”

(a)

(b)

(a)

(b)

(c)

For

For

For

In the heading, after “List of Candidates” insert
“for Region No. .”

For “National Assembly” substitute ‘“regional
democratic council for Region No. ”

For “Members of the National Assembly in the
general” substitute “members of the regional
democratic council for Region No. in the re-
gional.”

For the paragraph numbered (2) in the declaration
substitute —

“(2) that I aml aware of the provisions of section
17 of  the Local Democratic Organs Act
1980 with respect to he qualifications and
disqualifications for election as a member of
a regional democratic council;”.

In paragraph (3) of the declaration for ‘“Member
of the National Assembly” substitute ‘“member of
the regional democratic council for Region No. ”

“the election” substitute “the elections.”

note 1 in Part A substitute —

“1, This application, if approved, entitles the
proxy to vote for you at both elections and
disentitles you from voting in person at
either of the two elections.”

“the election” substitute ‘“the elections.”

After “National Assembly” insert “and the members

of the regional democratic council for each region of
Guyana".
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Provision

Form 10

How amended

Substitute the following —

“FORM 10"
GENERAL AND REGIONAL ELECTIONS
DIRECTIONS FOR VOTING

1. The ballot sheet that is issued to you is divided
by a horizontal perforated line into' two ballot papars
ot different colours. The top ballot paper relates to the
National Assembly election and the bottom ballot
paper relates to the Regional Democratic Council elec-
tion.

2. You can vote for only one list of candidates on
each ballot paper.

3. You should see that each ballot paper before it
is handed to you has been stamped with the official
mark at the back.

4. You are to go into one of the compartments and
there place a cross within the blank space opposite the
name and symbol of the list of candidates tor which
you wish to vote on each ballot paper.

You are to make the cross like this: X.

5. When you have marked both of your votes, fold
your ballot sheet so as to conceal your two votes but
so as to shew the official mark appearing at the back
of each ballot paper. Then show that mark to the
officer presiding and permit your finger to be im-
mersed in electoral ink. After that fold the folded
ballot sheet a second time and put it in the ballot box
and leave the polling place

6. If you accidentally spoil a ballot paper you may
return your ballot shzet to the presiding officer who,
on being satisfied of that fact, will give you another.

7. 1If you vote on any ballot paper for more than
one list of candidates your vote on that ballot paper
will be void and will not be counted. Likewise, both
of your votes will be void and will not be counted if
you place any mark on the ballot sheet by which you
can afterwards be identified.

8. You must not tear or cut the ballot sheet.
Chief Election Officer.
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Provision How amended
Form 11 Substitute the following —
“FORM 11”

THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT
FORM OF BALLOT PAPER
GENERAL ELECTIONS

C.O.N

The Conservative
Party Candidates’

Counterfoil List
No.
L.A.B.
2. The Labour Party
- Candidates’ List
Elector’s
NO. in 3.
Official List L.I.B.
The Liberal Party

Candidates’ List

(Perforated line
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Provision How amended

REGIONAL ELECTIONS
FOR REGION No..............

. —
F.AR. /7
1 The Farmers’ Party \
Candidates’ List
\ /
\-/
M.I.N.
2 _The Miners’ Party

Candidates’ List

L.0.G.
3 The Loggers’ Party
Candidates’ List

Elector’s
0. in i
Official =
List
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Provision

orm 19
Form 22

Form 23

Form 26

Form 27

Form 28
ELECTIONS
(FORMS FOR
POSTAL
VOTERS)
REGULATIONS

Forms 1, 2, 3 and
4

Form 1
Form 3

How amended

For “thi - election” ubstitute “either of thesc two elections”
For “list”, “paper” (where it first occur ) and “this clection’
sub titule respectively “lists”, “papers” and “either of th
two elections.”

For “General Election, 19....” ubstitute “Regional Elec-
tion, 19....”

f-or “general election held on the day of ,
19 ™ ub titute “regional election held on the day

’
2

of , 19 , for Region No.

In the second line of the first paragraph for *‘general elec-
tion™ substitute “regional election for Region No. ”

In the second line of the first paragraph for ‘“‘general elec-
tion” -ub titute “regional election for Region No. ”

For the subheading ‘General Elections” (as inserted by the

onititution of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana) (Adap-
tation and Modification of Laws) (Repre entation of the
People Order 1980) ub titute the subheading “General and
Regional Elections.”

For “National” sub titute “General and Regional.”

(a) In the statement by the witness, for “ballot paper” sub-
stitute “ballot sheet.”

(b) For the back of the form sub titute the following —

“(Back of Form)”
[nstructions to Postal Voter

1. Enclosed herewith for the exercise of your votes ai the
General Election and the Regional Elections, respectively,
are —

(i) a ballot sheet;

(1)) an envelope marked ‘for ballot sheet only”;

(iti) a larger envelope addre: ed to the Chief Election

Officer who issued the ballot sheet to you; and
(iv) a form of Declaration of Identity.

2. The ballot sheet is divided by a horizontal perforated
line into two ballot papers of different colour . The top
ballot paper relates to the General Elections and the bottom
ballot aper relates to the R ional FElection .
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Provision

Form 4

How amended

3. You may vote in the following manner —

(i) ign the Declaration of Tdentity in the presence of
the witness;

(ii) secretly mark the ballot paper in the manner set
out below, fold it so as to conceal your vote, en-
close it in the envelope marked “for ballot heet
only” and seal the envelope;

(iit) enclo:e the signed Declaration of ldentity together
with the ballot envelope in the larger envelope
addr ed to the Chief Election Officer:;

(iv) eal the last mentioned envelope and po.t or de-
liver it to the office of the Chief Election Officer
or deliver it 10 any returning officer for transmis-
sion to the Chief Election Officer;

(v) obtain a receipt from the postal employee, return-
ing officer or Chief Election Officer, for addr sed
cnvelope.

4. If you vote on any ballot paper for more than one li.
ol candidate your vote on that ballot paper will be void and
will not be counted. L.ikewise, both of vour votes will bz void
and will not be counted if vou place any mark on the ballot
sheet by which you can afterwards be indentified

5. You should sec that the ballot paper received has been
stamped with the official mark.

6. You votc by making a cross like this =X vithin the
blank -pace on the right oppo itc the name and symbol of
the List of Candidates for which you wish to vote on cach
ballot paper.

7. You should mark cach ballot paper sceretly: it you
cannot vote without the assistance ot some other person. that
person mu.t not disclose how you have voted.

8. I you receive more than one ballot paper in re-pect
of the ame clection. remember that it is illegal to vote more
than once.

9. As a postal voler at these clections you cannot vole al
the polling placc or b proxy.

10.  Your vote to be counted should reach the returning
officer or the Chief Election Officer not later than.

1. You must not tear or cut the ballot sheet.”

For “GENERAL EL CTIONS 19 ” substitute “GEN -
R . AND REGIONAL ELECTIONS 19 ”
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Sections 22, 24, 31

SECOND SCHEDULE

FORMS OF OATHS OF OFFICFE

olemnly declare that | will faithfully execute the office of . ................ ...

..................

................ without fear or favour, affection or ill-will.

according to the best of my judgment and ability.

Section 32

THIRD SCHEDULE

AMENDMENTS TO THE MU ICIPAL AND DISTRICT COUNCILS ACT,

CAP. 28:01.

Provision

Section 48 (2)

cetion 51

Scction 170 (¢)

Section 189 (1)

Section 190 (2)

Scction 257

How amended

Delete “Mayor, Deputy Mayor™.
For the words before the semicolon substitute the following—

“For the tran-action ol general business a council shall

hold meetings at such intervals as may be peified

under its constitution order or as it or the Minister ma
-+ determine™.

For “the City Council or the Town Council” substitute “a
council™.

For “scction 40 of the Local Authorities (Elections)  c¢t”
substitute “‘section 17 (i) of the Local Democratic Organs
Act 1980™.

For “section 40 of the Local Authorities ( lections) Act”

substitute “section 17 (i) of the Local Democratic Organs
Act 1980".

Substitute the following —

=257. A person who ha a right to compen ation under  ce-
tion 241 shall be paid compen ation in accordance
. ~it.harticle 142 f h “uti 7
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Section 63

AMENDMENTS

Provision

Section 13 (3)

Section 27 (D)

Section 28 (2)

Section 31 (1)

ational  sembly
(Validity of Elec-
tions) Rules,
Cap. 1:04
ppendix

Form I

Forms 2, 3, 4, 5,
6,7, 8 and 9

TO THE NATIONAL

FOURTH SCHEDULE

ASSEMBLY
ELECTIONS) ACT, CAP. 1:04

(VALIDITY OF

How amended

Substitute the following —

“(3)  The trial of an election petition shall be proceeded with
notwithstanding the adjournment of the regional
democratic council in respect of which the election was
held and notwithstanding the resignation of any per-
son as @ member of that council.”™

Substitute a colon for the full stop at the end of the sub-
section and insert the following proviso —

“Provided that the number of per-ons admitted under
this subsection . hall not cxceed three.”

Substitute the following —

“(2) Every vacancy in any regional demo-
cratic council in consequence of any such
declaration shall be filled in the manner
provided by section 99A of the Represen-
tation of the People Act as modified by
section 18 (2) of the Local Democratic
Organs Act, 1980.”

Cap, 1:03.

(a) After “effective” insert “local”.

(b) In the proviso insert a full stop after “in due coursc”
and delete the remainder of the proviso.

In the heading, for ©* ATIONAL ASSEMBLY™ ubstitute
“"REGIONAL DEMOCRATIC COUNCIL FOR REGION
O. »

Between the end of the heading or headings and the com-
mencement of the text insert the following ubheading —

“(Regional Election for Region No. )?

3

4
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to establish the framework for a completely new and
radical system of local government in Guyana and to formalise all enabling
legal powers in connection therewith. Its intent is to give practical effect
to certain basal principles in the People’s ew on titution which are
intended to inform and influence the political organisation of the State
and the objective of the political system. More specifically, its purpos
is to institute a countrywide system of local democracy in accordance
with the directive contained in article 71(1) and th scheme outlined in
Chapter VII of the Constitution.

The Constitution enshrines local government as an integral part of
the political organisation of the State and as a vital aspect of socialist
democracy. It defines the objective of the political system in terms of
the extension of socialist democracy and consequently directs that local
government be organised in such a way as to involve as many people as
possible in the task of managing and developing the communitie* in which
they live. Local government, then, is envisaged as one of the most im-
portant institutions for the practice of socialist democracy. The scheme
of the new local government arrangements, as set out in the Bill, has
been designed to facilitate the practice and the extension of socialist
democracy.

(

Part 1 of the Bill deals with matters of interpretation and spells out
the general objectives of the local government system; while Part Il pro-
vides for the division of the country into ten Regions and for the sub-
division of these Regions for the purpose of local governinent a directed
by article 72 of the Constitution. Part Il empowers the establishment of
local democratic organs for the various divisions in each Region and de-
fines the duties, responsibilities and powers of local democratic organ .

Part III of the Bill makes provision for the constitution of regional
Democratic Councils and prescribes qualifications for election thereto,
the system of elections and related matters.

Part 1V makes provision for the composition of the National Congress
of Local Democratic Organs established by article 79 of the Constitution
and deals with the question of qualification for election thereto and
ancillary matters.

Part V makes provision for the election of certain members of the
Regional Democratic Councils and the National Congress of Local Demo-
cratic Organs to the National Assembly.

Part VI provides for election disputes to be referred to the Courts.

H. D. Hoyte,
Minister of Economic Development and Co-operatives.

(Bill No. 12/1980)



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41



