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A BILL
Intituled

AN ACT to provide for the registration and regulation of persons in the practice of engineer-
ing in Guyana and for related matters.

A.D.2024

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

PART I
PRELIMINARY

Short title 1. This Act may be cited as the Engineers Act 2024.
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Interpretation 2. In this Act-
"Association" means the Guyana Association of Professional Engineers
established as a company limited by guarantee under the Companies
Cap 89:01 Act,

"Board" means the Engineering Registration Board established under
section 3;

"Chairperson" means Chairperson of the Board,

"Engineer" means a person who is registered as an engineer under sec-
tion 25;

"Engineering" means a service or work which requires the application of
mathematical and scientific study, experience, skill and judgment to-
wards developing ways to utilise the materials and forces of nature to
support various activities and includes -

(a) consultation, investigation, evaluation, analysis, planning, engineer-
ing for program management, providing an expert engineering opinion
or testimony, engineering for testing or evaluating materials for con-
struction or other engineering use, and mapping;

(b) design, conceptual design, or conceptual design coordination of en-
gineering works or systems;

(c) development or optimization of plans and specifications for engi-
neering works or systems;

(d) planning the use or alteration of land or water or the design or analy-
sis of works or systems for the use or alteration of land or water;

(e) responsible charge of engineering teaching or the teaching of engi-
neering;

(f) performing an engineering survey or study;

(g) engineering for construction, alteration, or repair of real property;

(h) engineering for preparation of an operating or maintenance manual;
(i) engineering for review of the construction or installation of engi-
neered works to monitor compliance with drawings or specifications;

(j) a service, design, analysis, or other work performed for a public or
private entity in connection with a utility, structure, building, machine,
equipment, process, system, work, project, or industrial or consumer
product;

(k) equipment of a mechanical, electrical, electronic, chemical, hy-

draulic, pneumatic, geotechnical, or thermal nature;
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Establishment
of the Engi-
neers Registra-
tion Board

(1) providing an opinion or analysis related to any of the paragraphs
from (a) to (k) or any other professional service necessary for the plan-
ning, progress, or completion of an engineering service referred to in
paragraphs (a) to (j);

“Graduate engineer” means a person who is a graduate of a recognized
engineering college or university and has less than three years of work
experience;

“Minister" means the Minister responsible for public works;

“Ministry” means the Ministry of Public Works;

“Professional engineer” means a person who may have been registered
as a graduate engineer and holds a professional and academic qualifica-
tion and has obtained more than three years of practical experience;
"Register" means the Register of Engineers referred to in section 28;
"Registrar" means the Registrar appointed under section 18;

“Specialist or Consulting Engineer” means a person who has practised
in a specialised engineering field as a professional engineer and has sat-
isfied the requirements of s. 26(3).

PART II
ADMINISTRATION

3. (1) There is established a body corporate to be known as the Engi-
neering Registration Board appointed by the Minister and consisting of -

(a) four registered engineers nominated by and holding membership of
the Association;

(b) two public officers who are registered or are eligible to be registered
as engineers, at least one of whom is from the Ministry of Public Works;

(c) a representative of the Faculty of Engineering of the University of
Guyana; and

(d) two persons appointed to represent the public interest.

(2) A person appointed to the Board under (a) and (b) shall have been
engaged in the practice of engineering for at least ten (10) years.

(3) Only citizens of or persons who are ordinarily resident in Guyana
shall be appointed to the Board.
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Responsibilities 4 The Board shall be responsible for the management and administra-
of the Board . . . .
tion of matters related to the profession of engineering.
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Purpose and
Functions of
the Board

5. (1) The purpose of the Board is to -

(a) promote, maintain and improve the standards, professional conduct
and proficiency of the practice of engineering; and

(b) protect and assist the public in all matters relating to the practice of
engineering.

(2) The functions of the Board include -

(2) the assessment of qualifications and experience of persons applying
for registration as registered engineers in accordance with the provisions
of this Act;

(b) the registration and issuance of certificates of registration;

(c) the determination of the categories of registration of engineers quali-
fied to practise engineering;

(d) the regulation of persons who are registered to practise engineering;
(e) the formulation, promotion and review of professional standards and
codes of conduct for the profession of engineering;

(f) monitoring adherence to and investigating breaches of the Code of
Ethics and Practice for Engineers set out in the Second Schedule;

(g) the investigation of complaints of misconduct of an engineer and
contraventions of this Act;

(h) the imposition of appropriate sanctions in accordance with the Act,
including suspension or revocation of registration, as necessary;

(i) the consultation with or provision of advice to the Government on
legislative and policy matters relating to the practice of engineering and
to its purpose and functions;

(§) the initiation of, promotion of or participation in training and other
programmes for the improvement or development of the practice of en-
gineering;

(k) the maintenance of detailed records of registered engineers and
maintenance of the Register; and

(I) to do all such things as may appear to it to be necessary or desirable
for carrying out its functions under this Act.
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Term of Officc 6 A person appointed to the Board under s.3(1) holds office for a term
of three years but may be eligible for reappointment for a maximum of
one further consecutive term.
Tgee‘i“gs and 7 (1) The Board shall hold meetings at such times as may be necessary
uorum

Proceedings of
the Board

Appointment of
the Chairperson
and Deputy
Chairperson

Resignation and
Vacation of
Office

or expedient for the purpose of fulfilling its functions and such meetings
shall take place not less than once every two (2) months.

(2) The Board shall meet ay any other times as are necessary to conduct
its business.

(3) Members of the Board shall be given seven (7) calendar days’ notice
for the convening of meetings.

(4) Six members of the Board shall constitute a quorum.

8. The conduct and regulation of business and proceedings of the Board
shall be in accordance with the First Schedule.

9. (1) A Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson of the Board shall be ap-
pointed by the Minister to serve for a period of three years.

(2) The Chairperson, or in his absence, the Deputy Chairperson, shall
preside at the meetings of the Board.

10. (1) A member of the Board, other than the Chairperson, may at any
time resign his office by instrument in writing addressed to the Minister
and transmitted through the Chairperson.

(2) The Chairperson may at any time resign his office by instrument in
writing addressed to the Minister.

(3) A member of the Board may be removed by the Minister on recom-
mendation of the Board if that member-

(a) has been absent from three consecutive meetings of the Board with-
out the permission of the Chairperson;

(b) is convicted of a criminal offence;

(c) becomes for any reason, including infirmity, incompetent or inca-
pable of performing the functions of the office;

(d) in the case of s. 3(1)(a)-(b), or (c) as applicable, ceases to be a regis-
tered person under this Act; or

(e) is otherwise unable or unfit to discharge his functions.

10
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Vacancies

Committees of
the Board

11. (1) A vacancy in the Board shall be filled in the same manner as the
original appointment and the validity of the proceedings of the Board
shall not be affected by a vacancy in the Board or by a defect in the ap-
pointment of a member.

(2) The new member shall hold office for the remainder of the period for
which his predecessor was appointed.

12. (1) The Board shall establish the following committees for the effi-
cient performance of its functions-

(a) the Qualification and Assessment Committee;

(b) The Complaints and Investigations Committee; and

(c) the Disciplinary Committee.

(2) The Board may establish other committees as it considers necessary.
(3) The Board may, by resolution, appoint external experts, external en-
gineers, lawyers or non-engineer related persons to serve as members of

committees for the provision of specialist advice:

Provided that the external engineers appointed by the Board shall be reg-
istered engineers under this Act.

11
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Qualification
and Assessment
Committee

13. (1) The Qualification and Assessment Committee shall comprise -
(a) the Chairperson; and

(b) four members of the Board appointed by the Chairperson, on the ad-
vice of the Board, to serve for a period of three years.

(2) The functions of the Qualification and Assessment Committee are to
assess and keep under review the academic qualifications for registration
as a registered engineer. The Committee shall -

(a) establish an efficient system of assessments;

(b) examine and investigate academic qualifications, experience and all
other credentials presented by applicants for registration; and

(c) advise the Board on the adequacy of the qualifications and eligibility
of an applicant for registration.

(3) The Chairperson shall chair the meetings of the Committee but if the
Chairperson is absent from a meeting the other members of the Commit-
tee shall elect a member to chair that meeting.

(4) Three members of the Qualification and Assessment Committee con-

stitute a quorum.
(5) The Qualification and Assessment Committee shall meet at least

once every month and any other times necessary to efficiently perform

its functions.

12
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Complaints and 14, (1) Subject to section 15(1), the Complaints and Investigations

Investigations
Committee

Committee shall comprise five members of the Board appointed by the
Chairperson, on the advice of the Board, to serve for a period of three

years.

(2) The Complaints and Investigations Committee shall conduct

(a) preliminary investigations concerning-
(i) all complaints alleging non-compliance with this Act, including
but not limited to misrepresentation of eligibility and qualifications;
and
(i1) professional misconduct or incompetence of an engineer;

(b) investigations other than preliminary investigations concerning other
complaints in respect of the conduct of an engineer.

(3) The members of the Complaints and Investigations Committee shall
elect a member to be the chairperson for meetings of the Committee.

(4) Three members of the Complaints and Investigations Committee

constitute a quorum.

(5) The Complaints and Investigations Committee shall meet at the
times necessary to efficiently perform its functions or until the conclu-
sion of the matter for which investigations are being conducted, but shall

not be less than once every two months.

(6) Complaints shall be received and investigated by the Complaints and
Investigations Committee in accordance with the Third Schedule.

13
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Disciplinary
Committee

Delegation by
the Board

15. (1) The Disciplinary Committee shall comprise three members, in-
cluding the Chairperson, Deputy Chairperson and one other member ap-
pointed by the Chairperson, after consultation with the Board.

(2) No member of the Complaints and Investigation Committee shall be
a member of the Disciplinary Committee.

(3) Any member of the Disciplinary Committee shall recuse himself
from a hearing if he knows or if it is shown that a conflict of interest ex-

ists.

(4) Any member of the Disciplinary Committee recused under subsec-
tion (3) may be replaced by any other member of the Board, upon con-

sultation with the Board.
(5) The Disciplinary Committee shall -

(a) hear and determine complaints or allegations of professional miscon-
duct or incompetence in respect of an engineer following a preliminary
investigation by the Complaints and Investigations Committee;

(b) perform any other functions related to disciplinary matters assigned
or referred to it by the Board; and

(c) on conclusion of a hearing, report in writing its findings, decision
and reasons for the decision to the Board.

(6) For the purpose of conducting a hearing, the Disciplinary Committee
may engage the services of an attorney-at-law of not less than ten years
standing or a former Judge to assist, where necessary.

(7) The proceedings and hearing of the Disciplinary Committee shall be
conducted in accordance with the Fourth Schedule.

16. Subject to this Act, the Board may, by resolution, delegate to any
committee of the Board, the exercise of any of the functions or duties of
the Board under this Act.

14
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Remuneration
of Board Mem-
bers

Appointment of
the Registrar

17. The Board shall pay its members remuneration or allowances upon
the approval of the Minister.

18. (1) There shall be a Registrar of Engineers who shall be appointed
by the Minister.

(2) The Registrar of Engineers shall also be the Secretary of the Board.

(3) The Registrar shall hold office for such period and on such terms and
conditions of employment as the Minister may determine.

(4) The Registrar shall be an ex officio member of the Board but shall

have no right to vote at any any meetings of the Board.

15
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Functionsof 19 (1) The Registrar shall -
the Registrar C . . . .
(a) keep and maintain a Register of Registered Engineers;
(b) provide administrative and support to the Board in the performance
of its functions;
(c) keep all documents and records including records of all assets of the
Board;
(d) sign, issue, renew and cancel certificates of registration, as may be
directed by the Board;
(e) prepare all documents due for gazetting as directed by the Board;
(f) keep the seal of the Board in careful custody;
(g) in consultation with the Board, be responsible for the direction of the
affairs and transactions of the Board, the exercise, discharge and per-
formance of its objectives, functions and duties;
(h) take and keep minutes of the Board meetings and other Committee
meetings;
(i) collect all fees on behalf of the Board; and
(j) exercise and perform any other function which the Board may deter-
mine from time to time.
(2) The Registrar shall make available -
(a) for public inspection at all reasonable times a list of all engineers on
the Register; and
(b) on written request, to persons who indicate a reasonable ground for
the information requested, information recorded in the Register.
(3) The Minister may appoint staff as necessary to assist the Registrar
and support the operation of the Board.
Independence 70 (1) The Board shall act independently, impartially and in the interest
of the Board

of the public when performing its functions.
(2) The Minister may, in the interest of the public, request that the Board

provide information or reports and with respect to general policies and

standards for the practice of engineering.

16
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Code of Ethics

21. (1) A registered engineer shall conform to the Code of Ethics for reg-

istered engineers as set out in the Second Schedule.

(2) A registered engineer who breaches any provision of the Code of
Ethics is liable to disciplinary action by the Board following the satisfac-
tory completion of investigation by the Complaints and Investigations
Committee, and recommendations of the Disciplinary Committee.

(3) The Code of Ethics may be amended by resolution of the Board. Any
amendment shall be gazetted by Order of the Minister.

PART 111
ELIGIBILITY AND REGISTRATION

17
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Requirement 22 (1) A person must be registered as an engineer in order to practise
for Registration

engineering or use the title engineer in Guyana.

(2) A person shall not -

(a) use a name, title or designation which includes the word "engineer"
or "Eng." which is likely to suggest that the person is registered as an
engineer unless the person is registered as an engineer; or

(b) conduct business under a name, title or designation which includes
the word “engineer" or which is likely to suggest that the person is regis-
tered as an engineer unless the person is registered as an engineer; or

(c) act in a manner so as to create or induce the belief that he is a regis-
tered engineer; or

(d) sign or stamp any plans, drawings, designs or specifications purport-
ing to be acting in the capacity of such registered engineer, unless the
person is registered as an engineer.

(3) Subsection (2) does not prevent a business from using or conducting
business under a name title or designation which includes the word “en-
gineer” if -

(a) the business is under the control and management of a person who is
registered as an engineer; and

(b) all engineering services and functions of the business are carried out
by a person who is registered as an engineer.

(4) For the purpose of subsection (3), a "business" includes a company,
firm, partnership or other undertaking which is carried on for any gain,

reward or profit.

(5) Any person who contravenes subsection (2) shall be liable in accor-
dance with s. 54.

18
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Requirement
for registration
for architect

Application for
registration

23. (1) A person who is an architect, is not required to register under this
Act to provide an engineering service if that person provides the service
solely for the purpose of architecture.

(2) In determining whether a service is solely for the purpose of engi-
neering under subsection (1), the Fifth Schedule applies.

24. An application for registration as an engineer under this Act shall be
in the prescribed form signed by the applicant and submitted to the
Board and shall set out the grounds and the category of registration,
along with the following requirements-

(a) evidence of the applicant's identity, including a copy of passport, na-
tional identification card or driver’s licence;

(b) evidence of eligibility for registration, including qualifications and
where applicable, experience;

(c) proof of police clearance;

(d) a certificate of good standing from the applicant's previous register-
ing body, if applicable;

(e) the prescribed application fee and registration fee:

(f) Taxpayer Identification Number;

(g) current address and contact information and evidence of actual or
proposed professional address, including a letter of employment or copy
of business registration, where applicable; and

(h) any other information as the Board may require in respect of the mat-
ters referred to in paragraphs (a), (b) and (g).

19
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Eligibility for
registration

25. (1) A person is eligible to be registered as an engineer, in such cate-
gory as the Board deems appropriate, if that person satisfies the Board
that he-

(a) is qualified under subsection (2) for registration;

(b) is fit and proper for registration; and

(c) subject to the category of engineering, has accumulated the relevant
years of experience in the practice of engineering as prescribed, and has
acquired such standard of proficiency as may be approved by the Board,
as applicable.

(2) A person is qualified for registration as an engineer if that person
holds a degree, certificate, diploma or other form of qualification equiv-
alent to a degree, and which -

(a) has been granted by a university, college, school of engineering or
other higher education institution that is accredited under the laws of the
country where it is granted to confer that qualification in engineering;
and

(b) is recognised by the Board, acting on the advice of the National Ac-
creditation Council, established under section 3 of the National Accredi-
tation Council Act 2004, as evidence of satisfactory qualification in en-

gineering.

(3) In determining whether a person is fit and proper for registration as
an engineer, the Board shall consider whether the applicant -

(a) can read, write, speak and understand the English language;

(b) has been convicted in any country for -

(1) an offence that is an indictable offence in Guyana;

(ii) an offence involving fraud; or

(iii) an offence related to the practice of engineering under this Act;

(c) has ever had his or her registration as an Engineer or equivalent li-
cence to practise engineering in any country suspended, revoked or can-
celled and the reasons for the suspension, revocation or cancellation;

(d) has been declared a bankrupt by a court of competent jurisdiction; or
(¢) for any other reason, including mental reasons, lacks the ability to

competently perform as an engineer.

20
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Categories of
registration

(4) A person who holds membership at the grade of Member or Fellow
in the Association at the date of commencement of this Act and who
continues to hold such membership at the time of application for regis-
tration is entitled as of right to be registered as an engineer if the appli-
cation is within one year of the commencement date.

26. (1) Subject to s. 25, a person is eligible to be registered in such cate-
gory as the Board deems appropriate as follows-

(a) Graduate Engineer;

(b) Professional Engineer;

(c) Specialist or Consulting Engineer; or
(d) Temporary Registration.

(2) The Board shall determine any other categories of registration as

may be required from time to time.

(3) An engineer who possesses the additional prescribed qualification,
training and experience in respect of a specialty set out in the Seventh
Schedule may apply in the prescribed form, to be registered as a special-
ist engineer under subsection (1)(c) in the relevant specialty area of en-

gineering.

(4) An engineer may be registered as a specialist engineer in the Register
if that person satisfies the Board that that person has obtained the pre-
scribed additional qualification, training and experience from an institu-
tion which is recognised by the Board, acting on the advice of the Na-
tional Accreditation Council, as evidence of satisfactory qualification in

a specialty area of engineering.

21
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Issuance of the
Certificate of
Registration

27. (1) Subject to the review of the requirements of s. 24 and 25 to the
satisfaction of the Board, the Board shall cause to be entered the name
of the applicant in the register and direct the issuance of a Certificate of
Registration in the form prescribed in the Eighth Schedule.

(2) The Certificate of Registration shall include the following particu-
lars-

(a) name and address of engineer;

(b) discipline of engineering;

(c) year of registration;

(d) period of validity of registration;

(e) registration number;

(f) signature of the Registrar;

(g) stamp and seal of the Board; and

(h) any other particulars that may be required for inclusion by the Board.

22
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The Register

Additional
Qualifications

28. (1) The Board shall cause to be kept a Register of Registered Engi-
neers in which the particulars set out in subsection (2) shall be entered.

(2) The Registrar shall record in the Register the following information,
in respect of every person who is registered as a category of engineer in
Guyana -

(a) the person's name;

(b) address and other contact details;

(c) details of a person's qualification for registration as an engineer and
category;

(d) details of additional qualifications and specialisation or discipline in
engineering or a related profession; and

(e) any other particulars relevant to the person's registration.

(3) The Register shall have different parts for different categories of en-
gineers as provided by this Act.

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (2)(e), a record of a disciplinary measure
shall be struck out from the Register two years after the record was in-
serted on the Register.

29. Every person registered under this Act, who, subsequent to registra-
tion in accordance with s. 27, obtains any degree, diploma, qualification
or other designation relevant to the practice of engineering, shall be enti-
tled to have such additional qualification or designation inserted in the
register in addition to or in substitution for the existing qualifications
previously entered.

23
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Amendmentof 30 (1) The Registrar may, from time to time, make amendments to the

Register

Removal from
Register

Register relating to any entry including the-

(a) restoration to the register any entry which the Board, pursuant to this
Act, so directs;

(b) correction of any entry in the register which the Board so directs
upon receipt of notification of an incorrect entry or on its own initiative;
(c) addition or substitution of qualifications as provided by s. 29, upon
direction of the Board; or

(d) removal from the register any entry, which the Board directs pur-
suant to s.31.

(2) Any amendments in the entries made under this section shall be
made by the Registrar as soon as it is practical upon receipt of direction
by the Board.

(3) Any person registered under this Act, who observes circumstances
for amendment to any entry under subsection (1)(a)-(c) shall submit to
the Board a formal request and supporting grounds for amendment.

31. (1) It shall be the duty of the Registrar to remove from the Register,
upon the Board’s direction-

(a) the name of any person-

(i) convicted of an offence under this Act or any other law;

(ii) declared bankrupt;

(ii1) whose name the Board has, under s.46, directed that it should be
removed from the Register;

(1v) who has died;

(v) in the case of a person who has been issued with a temporary regis-
tration, is now expired or cancelled; or

(vi) found to be incapacitated or of unsound mind by court order.

(b) any person whose name has been fraudulently entered pursuant to s.
55.

24
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Publication

Refusal to Reg-
ister

Request for
Additional In-
formation

32. The Registrar shall publish in the Gazette and one newspaper with
nationwide circulation not later than the 30th day of April in every year,
an alphabetical list of persons who on the 31st day of January are regis-
tered for that year.

33. When the Board receives an application for registration and upon its
review, is not satisfied that an applicant has satisfied the eligibility re-
quirements for registration in accordance with s. 25, the Board shall give
written notice to the applicant and provide written reasons for its deci-
sion within thirty days after the receipt of the application.

34. (1) If the Board requires further information from an applicant to
determine whether to grant registration, the Board shall promptly re-
quest in writing the information required to make the determination.

(2) On receipt of the information requested, the Board shall make a de-
termination in respect of the applicant's eligibility for registration in
keeping with s. 25, and notify the applicant in writing of that determina-
tion within twenty one days of the submission to the Board of all the re-

quested information.

(3) If the Board does not receive the information requested within sixty
days from the date of the request, the Board shall immediately after the
expiration of sixty days give written notice to the applicant of its refusal
to register the applicant due to insufficient information.
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Application for 35 (1) Where the Board refuses to register an applicant, the applicant

reconsideration
of decision

Duration of
Registration

may within thirty days of the receipt of the notice of refusal, apply to the
Board in writing for reconsideration of its decision citing grounds for
appeal and refuting the decision to refuse the application.

(2) The Board shall allow the application for reconsideration and shall
be entitled to-

(a) refer the matter for review by an independent panel comprising three
registered engineers, not being members of the Board;

(b) review its earlier decision to refuse registration based on grounds
provided by the applicant and means of remedying; or

(c) grant or deny the registration of the applicant as an engineer.

(3) Any applicant aggrieved by the decision of the Board under subsec-
tion 2, may within sixty days from the date of the Board's decision, ap-
peal to the High Court.

36. (1) The registration of an engineer shall continue in force until the
31st day of December of the year in which it was issued unless the regis-
tration is suspended or cancelled in accordance with this Act, or, where

applicable, is expressed to be for a specific duration.

(2) A registered engineer under this Act, who continues to practice engi-
neering, shall be required to submit a letter of continuing practice to the
Board no later than the 10th day of January each year, along with the
following-

(a) current status of practice;

(b) any updated particulars that require amendment in the register that
have since changed from initial application;

(c) where (b) applies, evidence of requirement for amendment; and

(d) submission of the prescribed annual fee for registration.
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Registration of 37 (1) A foreign person shall not be registered under this Act unless-

Foreign Engi-
neers

(a) the applicant possesses the necessary qualifications recognised for
the practice of engineering as an engineer in the country in which he
normally practices;

(b) the applicant possesses the necessary eligibility requirements in
Guyana in accordance with s. 24 and 25(1)-(3); and

(c) he is a resident of Guyana or has a valid working permit.

(2) This section shall not apply to foreign applicants for temporary regis-

tration as prescribed in s. 38.
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Temporary 38. (1) A foreign person may be considered for temporary registration
Registration

under this Act if that person-

(a) 1s not ordinarily resident in Guyana,

(b) is required to be present in Guyana in the capacity of engineer for the
express purpose of carrying out specific work for projects in the national
interest; and

(c) he is registered as an engineer by a board, council or other profes-
sional body in a country listed in the Sixth Schedule or with which the
Government of Guyana or the Board has entered into a mutual recogni-
tion agreement or contractual agreement for services.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1), where the Gov-
emnment of Guyana enters into a contractual agreement with a foreign
organization or country for projects in the national interest, the contract-
ing Ministry shall cause a copy of all details and credentials of the pro-
posed foreign engineers in accordance with s.24 and 25 to be sent to the
Board for the grant of temporary registration.

(3) Within thirty days of receipt from the contracting Ministry, the Board
shall review all details and credentials of the engineers and such tempo-
rary registration shall not be unreasonably withheld by the Board.

(4) Temporary registration granted in accordance with subsection (3)
shall be for the period of the contract only and shall be subject to any
limitations and conditions as are appropriate under the relevant mutual
recognition agreement or contractual agreement. Any extension to such
period of contract shall be immediately communicated to the Board for
subsequent amendment of period of registration in accordance with s.
30.

(5) It shall be the duty of the contracting Ministry to ensure that pro-
curement criteria for the project in the national interest and details and
credentials of the foreign engineers comply with the requirements pur-
suant to s. 24 and 25 of this Act.
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Complaints

(6) Where the Board observes any discrepancy in the engineer’s details
and credentials during its review and registration process in subsection
2, the Board shall notify the contracting Ministry for immediate resolu-

tion.

(7) The Sixth Schedule may be amended from time to time to include
other countries for recognized registration by Order of the Minister.

PART IV
COMPLAINTS AND DISCIPLINE BY THE BOARD

39. (1) A representation, complaint or allegation in respect of any matter
relating to the professional conduct or competence of an engineer may
be made in writing by any person to the Board.

(2) An aggrieved person may file such complaint if the person believes
on reasonable grounds that the engineer-

(a) has contravened the Act; or

(b) when carrying out the practice of engineering, the engineer has en-
gaged in improper, unprofessional or unethical conduct.

(3) A complaint must-

(a) be in writing; and

(b) include a summary of the particulars of the complaint including the
name of the involved parties.
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Power of the
Board to Inves-
tigate

Form and Con-
duct of Investi-
gation

40.(1) The Board has the power to investigate any matter referred to in s.
39, however arising, concerning the practice of engineering or the con-
duct of an engineer where it is believed that an investigation is warrant-
ed in the public interest or in the interest of maintaining the standards
and integrity of the profession.

(2) Upon receipt of a complaint as provided in s. 39(3), the Board shall
review the complaint and shall determine-

(a) the nature of the investigation as prescribed in s. 42; or

(b) whether the allegation is frivolous, vexatious or was made other than
in good faith; or

(c¢) whether the allegation lacks substance or credibility.

41. (1) An investigation by the Board may be in the form of a prelimi-

nary investigation or a hearing.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), a preliminary investigation of the Board
shall be conducted by the Complaints and Investigations Committee and
a hearing of the Board shall be conducted by the Disciplinary Commit-
tee.

(3) If the Board determines, with respect to an investigation that special
skill or expertise is required, the Board may appoint appropriate persons
who possess the requisite skill or expertise to the Complaints and Inves-
tigations Committee for the whole or part of the investigation in accor-
dance with s. 12(3).
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Referral to
Committees for
investigation

Report on in-
vestigations to
the Board

42. (1) When the Board determines on its own motion on receipt of a
representation, allegation or complaint that an investigation into the pro-
fessional conduct, capability or competence of an engineer should be
conducted, the Board shall, in accordance with section 41, refer the mat-
ter to the Complaints and Investigations Committee, then if necessary,
the Disciplinary Committee.

(2) The Board shall give prompt notice of the referral, in writing, to the
engineer in respect of whom the investigation is to be conducted, which
shall contain details of the complaint.

(3) Where the matter is referred to the Complaints and Investigations
Committee, the order of proceedings shall be conducted in accordance
with the provisions of the Third Schedule.

43, Within ten days following the conclusion of an investigation, the
Committee responsible for the conduct of an investigation under this
Part shall submit to the Board a written report that includes the findings
of the Committee, the decisions, reasons for the decisions and the rec-
ommendations or directions of the Committee in respect of the matter.
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D:]‘:““:‘a“"“ 44, (1) Subject to subsection (2), on the receipt of a report referred to in
Y] oar

section 43, the Board shall promptly make a determination in respect of
the matter, taking into account the report submitted and shall take such
action as prescribed under this Act.

(2) The Board, where it considers it appropriate to do so, may invite the
engineer to appear before it or to provide a written submission in respect
of the matter as the Board considers necessary, before making its final
determination.

(3) If in the case of a preliminary investigation, the Board accepts the
recommendation of the Complaints and Investigations Committee that a
matter be referred to the Disciplinary Committee, the Board shall inform
the engineer and the complainant, if any, of the -

(a) conclusion of the preliminary investigation; and

(b) decision and reasons for the decision.

(4) In respect of any other investigation, within twenty one days of re-
ceiving the report referred to in section 43 or an appearance or submis-
sion referred to in subsection (2), the Board shall give written notice to
the engineer who is the subject of the investigation, of the decision aris-
ing out of the investigation and whether-

(a) no further action is to be taken by the Board respecting the matter;
(b) disciplinary measures shall be taken by the Board consequent on the
decision prescribed by this Act.

(5) If the report of an investigation by the Complaints and Investigations
Committee indicates that it is likely that the conduct or activity of an
engineer constitutes a criminal offence, the Board shall submit a copy of
the report to the Director of Public Prosecutions.
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Measures for
criminal con-
viction

Measures for
contravention
of the Act

Striking off the
register

45. (1) The Board may suspend or cancel the registration of an engineer
if, during the course of registration, the engineer is convicted of a crimi-
nal offence in -

(a) Guyana that is punishable on indictment; or
(b) another country that is comparable to an offence punishable on in-
dictment in Guyana.

(2) The Board may suspend registration for such period as it considers
appropriate after considering the nature of the offence and whether the
registration of the engineer was previously suspended as a consequence
of a criminal conviction.

(3) If the Board cancels the registration of an engineer, the name and
record of the engineer shall be removed from the Register in accordance
with s. 31.

46. If, following an investigation of the Disciplinary Committee, the
Board determines that an engineer engaged in a practice or activity that
amounts to contravention of this Act, including but not limited to profes-
sional misconduct in accordance with s.52, the Board may, in writing -

(a) censure the engineer;

(b) suspend the registration of the engineer -

(i) for a specified duration as the Board considers appropriate; or
(i1) until the occurrence of some specified future event;

(c) cancel the registration of the engineer, remove the engineer's name
from the Register and revoke the engineer's certificate; or

(d) impose certain measures as a pre-condition for the renewal of the
registration,

47. The Board shall cause to be struck from the Register any entry
which has been fraudulently made pursuant to s. 55.
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48. Notwithstanding sections 45 to 47, the Board may take further action
as 1t considers appropriate in the interest of maintaining the standards
and integrity of the profession.

49. (1) A person whose name has been removed from the Register or
whose registration has been suspended or cancelled shall not engage in
the practice of engineering during the duration of the removal of the

name, suspension or cancellation of the registration.

(2) Where the Board has issued a directive for the removal of a person’s
name from the Register, or for suspending or cancelling a person’s regis-
tration under this Act, the Board may, on application in a prescribed
manner by the person concerned and after holding such inquiry as the

Board may consider necessary-

(a) cause the removal of the name from the Register to be confirmed and
direct the surrender of the certificate of registration within fourteen days
upon notification to the engineer in accordance with s. 50;

(b) cause the name of the person to be restored on the Register; or

(c) terminate the suspension of the registration.

50. A disciplinary measure imposed by the Board under this Part has ef-
fect immediately on written notice being given to the engineer or at any

time as the Board indicates in writing.

51. In any case where the Board has -

(a) refused to register under s. 33 any person as an engineer and has
failed to reconsider said decision in accordance with s.35; or -

(b) in respect of any person registered as an engineer, exercised any of
the disciplinary powers conferred on the Board by s. 45-47, and the ap-
plicant is dissatisfied with said determination following an application

for inquiry in accordance with s. 49(2),

that person may, in accordance with rules of Court, appeal against the
decision of s. 35 or the exercise of disciplinary powers to the High
Court.
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PART V
OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

52. (1) A person who is registered as an engineer under this Act commits
an offence of professional misconduct if that person—

(a) deliberately fails to follow the Code of Ethics and practice of the
engineering profession set by the Board; or

(b) commits gross negligence in the conduct of his professional duties.

(2) A person who commits an offence under this section shall, after due
process, be subject to the provisions of s. 46.

53. A person who makes, causes to be made, wilfully procures or at-
tempts to procure any any false or fraudulent representation or declara-
tion, whether oral or written, for the purpose of obtaining registration
under this Act for himself or herself or another person commits an of-
fence and is liable on conviction on indictment to a fine of two million

dollars and to imprisonment for two years.

54. (1) A person commits an offence who, while not being an engineer -

(a) uses any name, title or other description which suggests, im-
plies or is calculated to imply that the person is a registered engineer or
that the person is recognised under any law of Guyana or another coun-

try as a person authorised and qualified to practise as an engineer;

(b) assumes or uses any title or prefix which suggests that the person is
an engineer; or
(c) advertises or holds himself or herself out as a person authorised or

qualified to practise as an engineer.

(2) A person who commits an offence under subsection (1) is liable on
conviction on indictment to a fine of two million dollars and to impris-

onment for two years.

55. A person who fraudulently holds himself or herself out to be the
holder of a valid certificate of registration to practise engineering issued
under this Act commits an offence and is liable on conviction on indict-
ment to a fine of two million dollars and to imprisonment for two years.
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56. Nothing in this Act shall prevent any person from providing engi-
neering advice or other assistance in cases of emergency without hire,
gain or reward, provided that the person is an engineer registered under
this Act.

PART VI
MISCELLANEOUS

57. A person claiming to be, or describing himself or herself as or acting
in the capacity of an engineer is not entitled to recover fees or charges

for engineering services unless he or she is registered under this Act.

58. A person duly registered under this Act shall not be liable in any ac-
tion for professional misconduct, negligence or malpractice in respect of
professional services requested or rendered unless the action is com-
menced within three years from the last day on which the engineering

services were provided.

59. (1) If a civil action has been brought against an engineer in respect
of the provision of engineering services the engineer shall immediately
notify the Board.

(2) On the conclusion of the civil action, the engineer shall notify the
Board-
(a) whether the matter has been concluded by a court or by way of set-

tlement; and
(b) of the decision and order of the Court or the terms of the settlement.

(3) If an engineer has been committed for trial, convicted or discharged
in respect of an indictable offence, the engineer shall immediately notify

the Board in writing of the committal, conviction or discharge.

60. On commencement of this Act, no certificate or other document
which is required by any written law to be signed by an engineer shall
be valid unless the person signing it is registered under this Act.

61. Where proof of registration under this Act is required, the production
of a certificate under the hand of both the Chairperson and the Registrar

shall be sufficient evidence of the registration.
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Confidentiality 62 (1) Every member of the Board or a committee of the Board, the
Registrar or any person acting under the authority of any of them shall
preserve secrecy with respect to all matters that come to their knowledge
in the course of performing duties, employment, inquiry or investigation
under this Act and shall not communicate any of the matters to any other
person except -

(a) as required for the administration of this Act;

(b) with the consent of the person to whom the information relates.

(2) A person referred to in subsection (1) shall be required to give testi-
mony in any civil suit or proceedings with regard to information ob-
tained by him or her in the course of the person's duties, employment,
inquiry or investigation except -

(a) in proceedings concerning an offence under or other contravention of
this Act;

(b) on the order of a Judge in a matter before the High Court.

Application Fee 63 An applicant for registration shall pay such fees to the Board as may
be prescribed.

Annual Fee 64. An applicant for registration shall pay such annual registration fee to
the Board as may be prescribed.

Insurance 65. An engineer may maintain insurance, at his own cost, to cover-
(a) sickness or industrial accidents affecting employees;
(b) loss or damage to the engineer's equipment employed in the provi-
sion of the services;
(c) civil liability for accidents caused to third parties arising out of the
provision of the services; and
(d) accidental death or permanent disability resulting from bodily injury
incurred in connection with the provision of the services.

Account and 66. The Board shall cause to be kept proper books and other records of
Audit the accounts of the income, expenditure and assets of the Board, and

shall be subject to audit in accordance with the Laws of Guyana.
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F ““d; of the 67. All fees and monies received by the Board in accordance with this
B .
o Act, shall be retained, managed and used by the Board for the perfor-
mance of its functions.
Subsidiary Leg- 68, (1) The Minister, on the advice of the Board, may make Regulations
islation

for carrying into effect the provisions of this Act, including for prescrib-
ing application forms and forms of certificate of registration.

(2) The Minister, on the advice of the Board, may by Order amend the

Schedules and provide fees for registration and any other fees provided
under this Act.
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10.

FIRST SCHEDULE section 8
CONSTITUTION OF THE ENGINEERING REGISTRATION BOARD

There is established a body corporate to be known as the Engineering Registration Board
appointed by the Minister and consisting of -

(a) four registered engineers nominated by and holding membership of the Association;
(b) two public officers who are registered or are eligible to be registered as engineers, at
least one of whom is from the Ministry of Public Works;

(c) a representative of the Faculty of Engineering of the University of Guyana; and

(d) two persons appointed to represent the public interest.

A person appointed to the Board under s.3(1) holds office for a term of three years but
may be eligible for reappointment for a maximum of one further consecutive term.

(1) A Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson of the Board shall be appointed by the Minis-
ter to serve for a period of three years.

(2) The Chairperson, or in his absence, the Deputy Chairperson, shall preside at the
meetings of the Board.

(1) The Board shall meet regularly and at least once in every two months.

(2) The Board shall meet at any other times as are necessary to conduct its business.

(3) Members of the Board shall be given seven calendar days' notice for the convening
of meetings.

The Chairperson, or in his or her absence the Deputy Chairperson, may summon an
emergency meeting of the Board at seven (7) calendar days' notice in writing at the writ-
ten request of not less than three members of the Board.

Six members of the Board shall constitute a quorum.

Every member of the Board shall have one vote but the Chairperson shall have a casting
vote whenever the voting is equal.

A member of the Board who is absent from three consecutive meetings without the per-
mission of the Chairperson shall lose his or her right to vote for the next three meetings.
A vacancy in the Board shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment
and the validity of the proceedings of the Board shall not be affected by a vacancy in the
Board or by a defect in the appointment of a member.

Minutes of the meetings of the Board shall be recorded by a Secretary to be appointed
for the purpose and copies circulated to the members of the Board two weeks following

every meeting.

39



438 THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE [LecAL SuppLEMENT] — C 17™ DECEMBER, 2024

1.

SECOND SCHEDULE section 21

CODE OF ETHICS AND PRACTICE FOR ENGINEERS

General.

An engineer owes certain duties to the public, to his employers, clients, to other members of
his profession, his subordinates, his employers and to himself and shall act at all times with -

(a) fidelity to public needs;
(b) fairness and loyalty to his associates, employers, clients, subordinates and employers;
(c) due regard to high ideals of professional integrity and personal honour.

2. Duties of the engineer to the public.

(I) An engineer shall express opinions on engineering matters only on the basis of adequate
knowledge and honest conviction. The engineer shall -

(a) ensure, to the best of his ability, that the statements on engineering matters attributed
to him are not misleading and properly reflect his professional opinion;

(b) not express publicly or while he is serving as a witness before a court. commission or
other tribunal opinions on engineering matters that are not founded on adequate
knowledge and honest conviction.

(2) An engineer shall have proper regard for the safety, health, welfare and property of the
public and the protection of the environment in the performance of his or her duties. The
engineer shall -

(a) notify the proper authorities of any situation which he considers, on the basis of his
professional knowledge, to be a danger to the safety, health, welfare and property of
the public and the environment;

(b)complete, sign or seal only those plans, drawings, specifications and reports which
reflect proper regard for the safety, health, welfare and property of the public and the
protection of the environment.

(3) An engineer shall endeavour to expand public understanding of engineering and its place
in society. The engineer shall -

(a) endeavour at all times to enhance the public regard for, and its understanding of his
profession by expanding the public knowledge thereof and discouraging untrue, un-
fair or exaggerated statements with respect to engineering;

(b)not give opinions or make statements on engineering projects connected with public
policy where such statements are inspired or paid for by private interests unless he
clearly discloses on whose behalf he is giving the opinion or making the statements.
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(4)An engineer shall not be associated with enterprises which are in conflict with the public
interest or sponsored by persons of questionable integrity, or persons who do not conform
to the basic principles of this code. The engineer shall -

(a) conform with registration requirements in his practice of engineering;

(b)not sanction the publication of his reports in part or in whole in a manner calculated to
mislead and, if it comes to his knowledge that they are so published, he shall take im-
mediate steps to correct any false impression given by them.

(5)An engineer shall sign and/or seal only those plans, drawings, specifications and reports
actually prepared by him or under his direct professional supervision.

3. Duties of the engineer to his or her client or employer.

(1) An engineer shall act for his or her client or employer as a faithful agent or

trustee. The engineer shall -

(a) be realistic and honest in all estimates, reports, statements and testimony;

(b)admit and accept his own errors when he is proven wrong and refrain from distorting
or altering the facts in an attempt to justify his decision;

(c)advise his client when he believes a project will not be successful;

(d)not accept outside employment to the detriment of his regular work or interest, or
without the consent of his employer;

(e) not attempt to attract an engineer from another employer by unfair methods;

(f) not provide engineering services in an engineering discipline in which he is not regis-
tered to practise as an engineer;

(g)engage, or advise engaging, experts and specialists when such services are in his
client's or employer's best interests.

(2) An engineer shall not disclose confidential information pertaining to the interests of his
or her client or employer without their consent. The engineer shall -

(a) not use information coming to him confidentially in the course of his assignment as a
means of making personal gain except with the knowledge and consent of his client or
employer;

(b)not divulge, without official consent, any confidential findings resulting from studies
or actions of any commission or Board of which he is a member or for which he is act-
ing.

(3) An engineer shall present clearly to his or her client or employer the consequences to be

expected if the professional judgment of the engineer is overruled by non-technical au-
thority in matters pertaining to work for which the engineer is professionally responsible.
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(4)An engineer shall not undertake any assignment which may create a conflict of interest
with his or her client or employer without the full knowledge of the client or employer.
The engineer -

(a) shall inform his client or employer of any business connections, interests or circum-
stances which may be deemed as influencing his judgment or the quality of his ser-
vices to his client or employer;

(b) when in public service as a member, adviser or employee of a governmental body or
department. shall not participate in considerations or actions with respect to services
provided by him or his organisation in private engineering practice.

(c) shall not solicit or accept an engineering contract from a governmental body on
which a principal or officer of his organisation serves as a member.

(5) An engineer shall not accept remuneration for services rendered other than from his or
her client or employer. The engineer shall -

(a) not accept compensation from more than one interested party for the same service or
for services pertaining to the same work, under circumstances that may involve con-
flict of interest, without the consent of all interested parties;

(b) not accept any royalty or commission on any article or process used on the work for
which he is responsible without the consent of his client or employer;

(c) not tender on contracting work upon which he may be acting as a consulting engi-
neer;

(d)not act as consulting engineer in respect of any work upon which he may be the con-
tractor.

4. Duties of the engineer to the engineering profession.

(I) An engineer shall conduct himself or herself towards other engineers with courtesy,
fairness and good faith. The engineer shall -

(a) not accept any engagement to review the work of another engineer for the same em-
ployer or client, except with the knowledge of the engineer, unless the engagement of
the engineer on the work has been terminated;

(b) not maliciously injure the reputation or business of another engineer.

(2) An engineer shall not compete unfairly with another engineer by attempting to obtain
employment, advancement or professional engagements by taking advantage of a
salaried position or by criticising other engineers. The engineer shall -

(a) not attempt to supplant another engineer in a particular employment after becoming
aware that definite steps have been taken towards the other's employment;

(b) not offer to pay, either directly or indirectly, any commission, political contribution,
or a gift or other consideration in order to secure engineering work;

(c) not use equipment, supplies, laboratory or office facilities of his employer to carry on
outside private practice without consent.
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(3) An engineer shall undertake only such work as he is competent to perform by virtue of
his training and experience and in this regard he shall not misrepresent his qualifications.

(4) An engineer shall not advertise his work or merit in a self-laudatory manner and shall
avoid all conduct or practice likely to discredit or unfavourably reflect upon the dignity
or honour of the engineering profession. Circumspect advertising may be properly em-
ployed by an engineer to announce his practice and availability. Only those media shall
be used as are necessary to reach directly an interested and potential client or employer.
and such media shall be dignified, reputable and characteristically free of any factor or
circumstance that would bring disrepute to the profession or the Engineer using them.
The substance of such advertising shall be limited to fact and shall contain no statement
or offer intended to discredit or displace another engineer, either specifically or by impli-
cation.

(5) An engineer shall advise the Board of any practice by another engineer which he or she
believes to be contrary to the Code of Ethics and Practice for Engineers.
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1.

THIRD SCHEDULE

section 42
PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE COMPLAINTS AND INVESTIGATIONS
COMMITTEE

Whenever a complaint is received by the Board, the complaint shall be promptly re-

ferred to the Complaints and Investigations Committee.

Whenever a matter is referred to or otherwise received by the Complaints and Investi-
gations Committee, the Committee shall promptly notify, in writing, the engineer who is
the subject of the complaint to be investigated.

The notice referred to in paragraph 2 shall -

(a) identify the matter that is to be investigated;

(b) stipulate the right of the engineer to submit to the Complaints and Investiga-
tions Committee. in writing, any explanation or representation the engineer
wishes to make as well as any document or other information, concerning the
matter that the engineer wishes to submit to the Committee; and

(c) indicate that any submission must be made by a date not later than 28 days
from the date of the notice or any other time as stipulated by the Committee.

The Complaints and Investigations Committee shall examine all documents and oth-
er information relating to the complaint that are submitted to it and shall make every
reasonable effort to verify the information and ascertain all the facts that are relevant to a
determination of the matter.

The Complaints and Investigations Committee may hear evidence from any person,
whether or not the person is a direct party concerned in the matter.

Following a consideration of the information submitted to it, the Complaints
and Investigations Committee may solicit clarifications, in writing, with respect to
any statement, representation or other information submitted to the Committee.

When the Complaints and Investigations Committee is conducting an investigation other
than a preliminary investigation -

(a) the Committee shall invite both parties concerned in the matter to appear before
the Committee to make representations or to answer questions respecting the
matter;

(b) the Committee may at the request of a party, permit the party to appear before
the Committee.
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8. When a party appears before the Committee pursuant to paragraph 7(b), the Committee
shall give to the other party -

(a) notice regarding the appearance;

(b) a copy, extract or rcpresentation of any statement or representation made
to the Committee at that appearance; and

(c) the opportunity to appear before the Committeein  respect of
any statement or representation made at that appearance.

9. An engineer who appears before the Complaints and Investigations Committee shall have
the right to be represented by an attorney- at- law.

10. The Complaints and Investigations Committee shall report its findings, decision and
recommendation to the Board.

11. Where the Complaints and Investigation Committee has conducted a pre-
liminary investigation, its report to the Board may recommend that -
(a) no further investigation be conducted,;
(b) the matter be referred to the Disciplinary Committee; or
(c) any other steps be taken as it considers appropriate in the circumstances.
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FOURTH SCHEDULE section 15

PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE

. The Board shall serve on the engineer against whom disciplinary proceedings are to be

instituted a notice which shall -

(a) specify, in the form of a charge, the matters into which the inquiry is to be held;
and
(b) state the time and place at which the enquiry is proposed to be held.

Except with the consent of the engineer, an inquiry shall not be fixed for a date earlier
than the days after the date on which the notice is served.

The notice shall be served personally or by pre-paid registered post on the engineer at the
professional address shown on the Register.

In any case where there is a complainant, a copy of the notice shall also be sent to the
complainant.

If, after a complaint has been referred to the Disciplinary Committee after investiga-
tion. it appears to the Committee that the disciplinary proceeding should not be held, the
Board notify the complainant, if any, and the engineer of that fact.

An engineer shall be entitled to receive copies of, or to be allowed access to, any docu-
mentary evidence relied on for the purpose of the disciplinary proceeding.

The engineer shall have the right to be represented by an attorney-at-law m any
disciplinary proceedings instituted against the engineer.

If an engineer does not appear at the date fixed for the hearing of the case, the
Disciplinary Committee may, if it is satisfied that a notice of enquiry has been served
on the engineer, proceed with the enquiry in the absence of the engineer and the ab-
sence of the attorney.

Where witnesses are examined by the Disciplinary Committee, the engineer shall be
given an opportunity of attending and of putting questions to the witnesses in the
engineer's own behalf; and no documentary evidence shall be used against the engineer
unless the engineer has previously been supplied with copies of it or given access to
it.
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1 0. The engineer shall be permitted to give evidence. call witnesses and make submissions
orally or in writing in the engineer’s own behalf.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

The Disciplinary Committee may call additional witnesses and may adjourn the
proceedings to another convenient time or place.

The testimony of witnesses shall be taken under oath, which the Chairperson of the Disci-
plinary Committee is authorised to administer, and there shall be a right to examine, cross-
examine and re-examine witnesses.

On the application of-

A. any party to the proceedings;

B. the Chairperson of the Disciplinary Committee; or
C. the counsel for the Disciplinary Committee,

the Registrar may issue subpoenas for the purposes of procuring the attendance of wit-
nesses, the giving of testimony and the production of documents before the Discipli-
nary Committee.

The rules of evidence in the proceedings and penalties in the case of disobedience to any
subpoena, shall be the same as in civil cases in the Supreme Court.

The Disciplinary Committee shall have the proceedings and the evidence -

(a) written, transcribed and certified by a court transcriber; or

(b) recorded by a sound recording machine, and transcribed and certified by a court tran-
scriber.

It is the duty of the engineer whose conduct or fitness to practise is being inquired into,
to appear at the inquiry, but in event of non-attendance by that engineer, the Discipli-
nary Committee, on proof by an affidavit of the service of notice, may proceed with the
inquiry, and without further notice to the engineer make a report of its findings and take
any other action as it is authorised to take under this Act.

If, having heard the evidence in support of the charges, the Disciplinary Committee is of
the opinion that the evidence is insufficient it may dismiss the charges without calling on
the engineer for his or her defence.

On the conclusion of the enquiry, the Disciplinary Committee shall submit a report of its find-

ings, decision, reasons for the decision and recommendations to the Board.
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FIFTH SCHEDULE
section 23

DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING AND
ARCHITECTURE

1. An engineer may not provide a complete, comprehensive set of building plans for a build-
ing designed for human use or occupancy unless the plans and specifications are prepared
by, or under the supervision of, an architect.

2.(1) Anengineer is responsible for the engineering plans and specifications of a building.

(2) In this section, the term "engineering plans and specifications" means-

(a) plans for a structural, mechanical, electrical, electronic, fire suppression,
or geotechnical system in a building;

(b) specifications of structural elements and connections of a building;

(c) foundation design;

(d) hydrologic management calculations and design of surface water control
and detention necessary for compliance with ordinances and regula-
tions;

(e) design of building drain and waste system plumbing, fresh water plumb-
ing. gray water systems, and mechanical aspects of moving water in and
out of a structure. other than simple roof drainage;

(f) evaluation of structural framing members before the addition of roof
mounted equipment or a heavier roof covering;

(g) design of changes in roof pitch by the addition of structural framing
members;

(h) evaluation and repair of damaged roof structural framing;

(1) design of electrical and signal and control systems;

(j) shop drawings by manufacturers or fabricators of materials and prod-
ucts to be used in the building features designed by the engineer; and

(k) specifications listing the nature and quality of materials and products for
construction of features of the building elements or systems designed by
an engineer.

3. The preparation of plans and specifications for the following is within the scope of both the
practice of engineering and architecture:
(a) site plans depicting the location and orientation of a building on the site

based on-
(i) a determination of the relationship of the intended use with the

environment. topography. vegetation, climate, and geographic
aspects; and  the legal aspects of site development, including
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setback requirements, zoning and other legal restrictions, and sur-
face drainage;
(b) the depiction of the building systems, including structural, mechanical,
electrical, and plumbing systems, in:
(1) plan views;
(ii) cross-sections depicting building components from a hypotheti-
cal cut line through a building; and
(1ii) the design of details of components and assemblies, including
any part of a building exposed to water infiltration or fire-spread
considerations;
(c) life safety plans and sheets, including accessibility ramps and related
code analyses; and
(d) roof plans and details depicting the design of roof system materials,
components, drainage, slopes, and directions and location of roof acces-
sories and equipment not involving structural engineering calculations.

4. The following activities may be performed by either an engineer or an architect:

(a) programming for construction projects, including:

(i) identification of economic, legal, and natural constraints; and
(11) determination of the scope of functional elements;

(b) recommending and overseeing appropriate construction project delivery
systems;

(¢) consulting with regard to, investigating, and analysing the design, form,
materials, and construction technology used for the construction, en-
largement, or alteration of a building or its environment; and

(d) providing expert opinion and testimony with respect to issues within the
responsibility of the engineer or architect.
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SIXTH SCHEDULE
section 38

COUNTRIES FOR RECOGNISED REGISTRATION

Antigua and Barbuda
Australia
Bangladesh
Barbados

Belize

Botswana

Brunei Darussalam
Cameroon

Canada

. China

. Cyprus

. Dominica

. Gabon

. Fiji

. Ghana

. Grenada

. Haiti

. India

. Jamaica

. Kenya

. Kingdom of Eswatini
. Kiribati

. Lesotho

. Malawi

. Malaysia

. Maldives

. Malta

. Mauritius

. Montserrat

. Mozambique
. Namibia

. Nauru

. New Zealand
. Nigeria

. Pakistan

. Papua New Guinea
. Rwanda

50



THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE [LecAL SuppLEMENT] — C

17™ DECEMBER, 2024

449

38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
S1.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.

St. Kitts and Nevis

St. Lucia

St. Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa

Seychelles

Sierra Leone

Singapore

Solomon Islands

South Africa

Sri Lanka

Suriname

The Bahamas

The Gambia

Togo

Tonga

Trinidad and Tobago
Tuvalu

Uganda

United Kingdom

United Republic of Tanzania
United States of America
Vanuatu

Zambia
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SEVENTH SCHEDULE section 26(3)
SPECIALISED AREAS OF ENGINEERING

Aerospace Engineering

Agriculture & Food Engineering
Automobile Engineering
Biotechnology Engineering

Ceramic Engineering

Chemical Engineering

Civil Engineering

Computer Engineering

9. Electrical Engineering

10. Electronics Engineering

11. Engineering Physics

12. Environmental Engineering

13. Industrial and Production Engineering
14. Industrial Engineering

15. Information Technology Engineering
16. Instrumentation Engineering

17. Marine Engineering

18. Mechanical Engineering

19. Metallurgical Engineering

20. Naval Architecture and Ocean Engineering
21. Petroleum Engineering

22. Textile Engineering

23. Transport Engineering

® RO RN
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EIGHTH SCHEDULE

section 27

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION
Engineering Term:

Registration No.:

Pursuant to the Engineers Act 2024, it is hereby certified
That oo residing

| N

has been duly registered as an

Engineer and is entitled to practise as an Engineer in the engineering discipline

Dated this ......... day of e in the year 20
Registrar of Engineers
Chairperson

Engineering Registration Board
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EX A

The main objective of the Engineers Bill 2024 is to provide for the registration and regulation of
persons in the practice of engineering in Guyana and for such related matters. The overarching
goal of this living piece of legislation is to bring the legislative framework of the profession of
engineering in accordance with the CARIFORUM-EU Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA)
which was signed by CARIFORUM countries (including Guyana) and the European Union in
October 2008 and has been provisionally applied since December 2008. The Agreement covers
trade in goods, trade in services, foreign direct investment, trade defence measures, innovation
and intellectual property, competition, public procurement, co-operation and various
developmental issues. With respect to liberalisation for trade in professional services (market
access), the CARIFORUM-EU Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) also provides for mutual

recognition of qualifications and co-operation in professional services.

Therefore, for the context of this current Bill in Guyana, the arcas of definitions, scope,
registration requirements, professional conduct and ethics, enforcement and penalties and
international recognition and reciprocity were targeted as the main areas for inclusion to
statutorily guarantee the underpinnings of consumer protection, public safety, and confidence in

the profession through the promotion of ethical conduct within the field.

The Bill consists of six Parts, with each Part addressing key areas to establish a regulatory
framework that promotes professionalism, accountability and excellence in the practice of
engineering while safeguarding the interests of the public and the profession.

PART T of the Bill provides for Preliminary matters including the short title and the
interpretation provision which defines various words and expressions used throughout the Bill.
Terms related to the engineering practice in the context of the scope of the legislation are

therefore included to ensure clarity and consistency in its application.

PART II provides for the establishment of the Engineering Registration Board, a corporate body,
which shall be responsible for the management and administration of matters related to the
engineering profession. The Board shall be supported by Committees three of which shall be
standing committees and others which may be established as necessary. The standing committees
shall be the Qualification and Assessment Committee, the Complaints and Investigation
Committee and the Disciplinary Committee. This Part also seeks to provide for the appointment
of a Registrar with specific functions. This Part is tantamount to the operations of the Board and
creates the foundation upon which the Board’s independence is reiterated, while simultaneously
defining the ethical standards expected of Engineers, including obligations to uphold public

safety and professional competence.

PART III secks to provide for the eligibility and registration of engineers, including provisions
establishing criteria for this process of registration including educational qualifications,

professional experience and outlined procedures for application, renewal and removal from the
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Register. The most salient inclusion involves provisions for different categories for registration
within the Register, based on new entrants into the profession and continuity of qualification.
This systematic structure in the Register implicitly ensures professional experience garnered over
years to ensure quality assurance in executed works for new graduates, while concurrently
updating and recording current practising professionals within the field. Provision is further made
for temporary and foreign engineers, such that the matter of international recognition of
engineering qualifications obtained from other jurisdictions and mobility across borders through
mutual recognition agreements or equivalency assessments could be addressed through statute in
a structured manner to ensure equity by and among local and foreign professionals.

PART IV secks to provide for matters relating to complaints and the investigation of complaints
with a view to determining whether disciplinary proceedings should be initiated by the Board.
The powers of the Board are reiterated under this Part with a view of promulgating and course
correcting matters that have engaged the attention of the public. Through the establishment of
protocols and procedures for reporting and addressing professional and reasonable concemns,
there is the inherent built in mechanisms to ensure public safety, risk management and consumer
protection through dispute resolution and disciplinary processes. It must be noted that the
engineer is also equipped through statute to appeal decisions, thereby guaranteeing his or her
own protection of the principles of reputation and standards of quality that have been executed.
This framework for a fair review and appeal proceedings mandates the involvement of judicial

proceedings, where applicable for administrative relief.

PART V sccks to provide that various contraventions of the Act shall constitute criminal
offences, with focus on professional misconduct as a primary area of consideration, among other
disciplinary measures.

PART VI seeks to provide for various matters relating to the regulation of the Board,
management and issuance of required Certificates, as authentic proof of registration in
Guyana.Other key provisions include confidentiality, limitation of actions and making of

subsidiary legislation.

The Bill also includes eight Schedules, each of which serve as detailed supplements to the salient
features of the Bill, including the Constitution of the Engineering Registration Board, Code of
Ethics, Proceedings before the Complaints and Investigations Committee and Disciplinary
Committee, Countries for recognised registration, specialised areas of engineering, and a

precedent of the certificate of registration to practice as an engineer.




