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THE OFFICIAL·GAZETTE . 4TIIMA\7, 2007 : 
. LEGAL SUPPLEMENT~ C . 

BILL No.15 of 'JMTI Friday .f May, 2007 

PARUAMENT OFFICE 
Public-Buildings, · 

Georgetown, 
Guyana.· 

4• .May, 2007. 
I· 

~ :.,· ., 
-~ : The following Bill which will be introduced in the National Assembly is published for general 
·· information. 
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GUYANA 

BILL No. 15 of 2007 

S. E. Isaacs, 
Clerk of the National Assembly. 

I • 

" ; j I 

JUVENILE OFFENDERS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2007 

I • 

ARRANGEMENT OF ~ECTIONS 

Short title . 
Amendment of section 2 of the Principal Act. 
Amendmeny<>f sections. 6, 8 and 9 (7) of the Principal Act. 
Amendment of section 16 of the Principal; Act. · 
Amendment of section 20A of the Principal Act. ,, 
Amendment of section 21 of the Principal Act. 
Amendment of ~on 22 of the Principal Act. 
Amendment of section 24 (a) of the Principal Act. 
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ABILL 
lntituled 

AN ACT lo amend the Juvenile Offenders Act. 

A.0.2007 

Short title. 
Cap.10:03 

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

Amendment of 
section 2 of the 
Principal Act. 

Amendment of 
sections 6, 8 and 
9(7) of the 
Principal Act. 

Amendmem of 
section 16 of the 
Principal Act. 

Insertion of new 
section 20A in 
the Principal Act. 

"Holding 
Centre 
for 
Juveniles. 

(. This Act, which amends the Juvenile Offenders)· Act, may be 
cited as the Juvenile Offenders (Amcndme~t) Act 2007. 

2. Section 2 of the Principal Act is amended by the insertion after 
the definition of "guardian" the following definition-

'"Holding Centre for Juveniles.. means a centre for juveniles 
established or recognized by the Minister under sectio_n 20A;". 

3. Section~ 6, 8 and 9(7) of the Principal Act are amended by the 
· substitution for the words "place of detention" wherever they · 
occur, of the words "Holding Centre for Juveniles". 

4. Section 16 of the Principal Act is amended by the insenion after 
the words "in a school for young offenders" of the words "or a 
Holding Centre of Juveniles". 

S. 1be Principal Act is amended by the insertion immediately after 
section 20 of the following section as section 20A-

20A. (I) The Minister may establish and maintain as many 
centres as may be necessary as the I lolding Centres for Juvcni lcs 
for the reception, care and custody of children and young persons 
under the orders of the court or for any other appropriate reasons 
as the Minister may determine. 

(2) Where the Minister is of the opinion that any institution other 
than a centre established and maintained under subsection (1) is fit 
for the reception, care and cu~tody of children and young persons 
under the orders of lhe court, he may recognise and certify such 
institution as a Holding Centre for Juveniles for the purposes of 
this Act. 

(3) Subject to the regulations as may be made in this behalf, the 
Holding Centres for Juveniles shall provide for the reception and 
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custod)' e>!tbe fqllowiJlg ~ and.young penons- '~ 

(a)juveni)es awailinJ ¥r court appearance; · 
(b) juveaiJes Wbo l!ine bem ~~ by the cc,urts but not 

-.,arted to tbe New 0Jl.poJtuaity Corps; · . . · 
(c) ~es who lave CClbpJeted the period -of their $ClltCDCC 

' and aWllidni reblNU'8tion to their families or to the C0111lllUDity; 
(d) such other cm:acx, of j'Gveniles as the Minster may 

deter:mine. · · · :. · 
l ' "' " . . I . . . -

*" ~ .• 

' ' 

(4) Bwry Holdlna ~ for Jweqjk;s to which • cbiJd or young 
perl0ll is lllilt by a court undar dais Act may, in. addition to 
pmvidida_ IUch cbiJd or :,ouaa. penon with IIQCtemoodljtion, , 
meiatmuce, hcaltl1 ae a &cilities of education or vocatiepat 
1nllnina and ~ ~ iilcili1ia 1br 'tbe ~ 
of his cbaracler _, ahllkie.t and allo give hhn nectn O' trauring 
for P""tec,j"I bhn..., .- moral dangfl or exptoitalion and . 
shall Ibo pwfoni S1iCh odla- timctions as may be pcesc.ibed to · 
aitAn all mua4 ito'Wth·• dev~lopneut of his pet'sonallty.". 

• 

Am,atd.,.,,.. of 
.-Ion 2l ot..,-
Prindpel Act. '. 

,.,,..,,..,,.,._ of 

Nelioll24(a)of 
tbeltrinmpeJ Act. 

' 

,. 
' 

6. Section 21 of the Priac:ipal A.cl is amended by tbe insertion after · 
the woala "plal;e of ct,, 4d•M" oftbe words .. or a Holding CentM 
b JuvenUOI". . 

7. '-don 22 of lbe Pri.ripal Act ill' amended by '1be substit\llioo 
b words "any pip ot cle•e,!li•,n" ot the wonts "the places of 
ckCe •two 111d ~ Holding Cnres· for Juveniles". 

' fl-~ 24(a) oftbe Principal Act ls~- ", 
.. 

· (a) by tbe ~ after the words '"as places of detention" or' 
. . die wonll .._1be Holding C.,. for JuvenilOI"; and · 

(b) by tho iDlmdoa., the words "ia a place of delmtion" of 
lbe words " and tbe reception and cust.Pdy of children and 
yoqpeaons;.. a HoldiQg Cadre.for Juveniles". · 
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r •. EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

• 
The Bill seeks to amend Ote Juvenile Offenders Act (Cap. I 0:03) so as to make an 

enabling provision in the Act for the establishment or recognition of Holding Centres for 
Juveniles and for maintaining them for the receptio"7 care and custody of children and 
young persons under the orders of the court or for any other appropriate reasons as lhe · 
Minister may detennine. These children and young persons may be under-trials awaiting 
their appearance before the court or those who have been committed by the courts to the 
New Opportunity _Corps and awaiting to be escorted _to the New Opportunity Corps or 
who are inmates of the New Opportunity Corps approaching the end of their committal or 
term of sentence and awaiting rehabilitation and reintegration to their families and the 
.<:<>mmunity or such other juveniles as the Minister may by order detenninc. 

Cla•e i of the Bilt'setaouttbc shon title. . 
., I 

Claue 2 seeks to amend section 2 of the Principal Act so as lo define the e~prcssion 
"Holding Centre for Juveniles". · 

• 
Claue 3 seeks to amend sections 6, 8 and 9(7) of the Principal Act as consequential to 

• the propo~ amendments contai~ in clause 5. 

. ' 
1, • 

r• 

,, . 
~. \, , # r;z 

· , · .... ~ 
11, • • 

Clause- 4 seeks to amend section 16 of the Act relating to· the place to which a child or 
young person should be committed to custody. lt is proposed that the child or young 
per90n may be commiUed to a school for young offenders or a Holding Centre for 
Juveniles established or' l'C(X)gniscd under the proposed new section 20A . 

Claue 5 seeks to insert a new section 20A in the Principal Act so to empower the 
Minister to establish and maintain as many centres as may be ncccssary as the 
Holding Centres for Juveniles for the reception, care and custody of children and young 
persona under the orders or the court or for any other appropriate and lawful reasons as 
the Minister may determine. The proposed new seotion also seeks to empower the 
Mini~ to recognise and certify institutions as Holding Centres for Juveniles. 

I :-1 • •~ Clalue 6 seeks to amend section 21 of the Principal Act relating to provisions as to 
custody · of children and young persons in places of detention as consequential to the 
insertion of a new section 20A relatin& to Holding Centn:s for Juveniles in the Act. 
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