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Georgetown, 
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The following Bill which will be introduced in t!Je National Assembly is published for g~ 
information. • 
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, S.E. Isoac,. i" ,"ll .! • ,. 
Clerk of the National Assembly. 
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GUYANA • 

BILL No. 25 of 2007 

' 
J 

.. . ~· 
POUNDS AND ~TAIN OTHER ENACTMENTS 

(AMENDMENT) BILL 2007 

J , 

. ; 
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. ' , 

. ·, 
SECTION 

1. Short title. 
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I PART II 
AMENDMENTSTOTHEPOUNDSACT 

2. Amendlnents to the Pounds Act. 

. PARTIII 
.AMENDMENTS TO THE MUNICIPAL AND DiSTRICT COUNCILS ACT 

,3. Amendments to the Municipal and Districts Councils Act. 

,, 

. . ~ 

PART IV 
AMENDMENTSTOTHELOCALGOVERNMENTACT 

• 4. Amendments to the Local Government Act. 

· PARTV 
AMENDMENTS TO THE ROADS ACT .. ' I 

5. Amendments to the Roads Act. 
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Shon litle. 

Cap. 71:04. 
Cap. 28:01. 
Cap. 21:02. 
e.p, ll:01. 

Amendments lo 
lhcPouadlAot. 
Cap, 71:04. 
No. 14 oft988. 

• 

' . 
' ABILL 

lntituled 
. . 

, 

AN ACT to amend the Pounds Act, the Municipal and District Co"'!cils Act, the Local 

Government Act and the Roads Act. 
l • ' -

I ., 
Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:- . \ 

\ 

·PARTJ · 
PRELIMINARY 

, . ' • f. 

. I 

'· 
• • 

1. This Act, which amends the Pounds Act, the MUllicipal and· District Councils 

' Act, the Local Govcmmcm Act and the Roads A~t. 1114y be cited as the Pounds and 

,. 

Certain .other Enacl!ncnts (Amendment) A'Ct 2007. 

'I 

. , . 
·PARTII 

AMENDMENTS TO fflE POUNDS ACT 

• 

' ' 

2. The Powiils Act i~_amended in ihe,following respects -

, 

' • 

(a) in se.:tion 4 by the substitution for the words beginning with ''thirty 

dollars" and ending with "(pd or pig", the words-

"one ihousand dollars for every horse, mare, gelding, colt, filly, 

pony, mule, bull,' cow, ox, ·heifer, steer, buffalo, ass, calf, sheep, 
t. l ., 

, 

' 

(b) 

' • 

goat or kid"; 

in section S(I) by the deletion of !lie word ·•pig" and by the 

substitulion, for the words .''thirty" and ''twenty" the words "three 

thousand" and "two thousand", respectively; . 
~ C 
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(c) 

4 

i_n section 5(2) by .the substitu.tion for the words heginnin.g with 

"five dollars" and ending with "kid or pig", the words-

"two hundred dollars a day for feeding each horse, mare, gelding, 

· colt, filly, pony, mule, buU, cow. ox, heifer, steer, buffalo, ass, calf, 

sheep, goat or kid"; 

(d) in section 6 by· the deletion of the word "pig" and by the ,,, 
substitution for the words "or land (other than a public road or 

l:>ridg_e)", the words", public land or public place"; 

(e) by the insertio~ immediately after section 6, of the ~ollowin_g 

''Pigs may be 
destroyed. 

section -

7. (1) The owner or person in possession or control of any 
. ' 

private land or premises (the owner) may, without prejudice to his 

right of.any civil actio~ destroy a .p:ig) ;tr.ay~ng_ or foWld on the l~d 

or premises subject to the following conditions-

(a) the owner shall notify, in writing, the owner 

ofthe pi~ and the police of the dama&e 

~one to ·the land or premises; 

(b) __ the po_lice ~l-110.tify, in writing, the owner 

of the pig of the damage done by the pig to 

the land or premises; 

(c). the o-wner, on•being informed by the police 

of the step t~en by the police, may, if the 

pjg is f~und or strays on his land o r 
.. ( . . 

premises, d'estroy the pig and shall return t11e 

< 
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carcass IQ. the owner of .the pig. 

(2) A police officer or constable. or any person 

authorised in-writing by the Commissioner·of Police may destroy 11 

- pig found on any public premises. public land or public place and 

hand over the carcass to the ov.ner of the pig where the owner can 

bcddentified. "; 

(f) in section 8 by the .substitution, for the words "two thousand 

dollars", tl!c words "not -less than ten thousand dollars nor more 

than twenty thousand dollars"; 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

in si:ction 9 by the substitution, for the words "one thousand 

dollars", . the w.ords "no1· 1ess than ten thousand dollars nor more 

than twenty thousand dollars"; 

in ··section IO by !Jie substitution, for the words "five thousand 

dollars", . the words "not ·less ·than ten. thousand dollars nor more 

than twenty thousand dollars"; 

in section 11(2) by the substitution, for the words "fifty dollars", 

the words •~ot less· than ten thousand dollars nor more than twenty 

thousand dollars"; 

0) in s!:C'tion 12 (2) by the.substitution, for the words "five hundred", 

the words "ten ·thousand'';· 

(le) in section l3 -by the substitution; for. the words ",seventy-five", the 

wotds "ten thousand"; 

(I)' 

(m) 

in section 14 by the subs_titution, for the word "fifteen", the words 

"ten thousand"; 

in section 1S (1) tiy: the stibstitlition, for the word "thi.rty".-the 

wQrds "ten thousand"; V 

' 

• 
1 

• 
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/ 

Amendments to 
the Municipal and 
District Councils 
Act. 

,'"I.,_ •"ul .l\t 
V~•t'• ,&. U ,VI , 

No.27 of 1.997. 

(n) 

6 

in section 15(2) by the substitution for the word "ten", the 

words "ten thousand"; 

(o) in section 16 by the substitution, for the words "one hundred and 

frfty dollars", the words "not less than ten thousand dollars nor 
0 

more than twenty thousand dollars"; 

(p) . in section 18 by the substitution, for the words "one thousand t--' 

dollars", the words "not less than ten thousand dollars nor more 

than-twenty thousand dollars"; 

(q) in section 2 J. by the substitutioni for the. words "seventy-five 

dollars", the words '"not less than ten thousand dollars nor more 

than twenty thousand dollars". 

PARTIII 
AMENDMENTS TO THE MUNICIPAL AND DISTRICT COUNCILS ACT 

_3. The-Municipal and District Councils Act is amended in the following respects-

(a) · in section 277(5) by the insertion, between the words "steer; ' and 

"heifer", the word "buffalo,", by the substitution for the word 

"swine" the word "pig" and for the words'"five" and "twenty". the 

words "twenty" and "forty", respec?vely; 

(b) in section291(2) by the substitution, for the words "one hundred", 

th~ words "ten thousand"; 

(c) ' in section 292 by the substitution, for the words "ten thousand 

-
dollars", the words "not less than ten thousand dollars nor more 

than twenty thousand dollars"; 

J 
'I 
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Amcndmtnts to the 
Local C'IOVfll?:~ 
Act. 
Clp.28:02. 

(d) 

(e) 

7 

in section 293( 4) by the substitution, for _the words "ten thousand 

dollars", the words "not less than ten thousand dollars nor more 

_ than twenty thousand dollars"; 

in section 294( 1) by the substitution, for the words "guilty of an 

offence", the words ''liable on summary conviction Lo a fine of 

not less than ten thousand dollars nor more than twenty tho1.1sand• 

dollars"; 

. (f) in section 294(2) by the substitution, for the words "ten thousand 

.dollars", the words-"not less than ten thousand dollars or more than 
- ' 

twenty thousand dollars"; 

- . 
(g) in 'section 295 by tbc insertion, between the words "steer," and 

~'heifer", the word ubuffalo," . 

. PARTIV • 
·AMENDMENTS TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 

• 
4 . The Local Government Act is amended in the following respects .:. 

(a) in section 102(1) by the substitution, for the wotds "boundaries of 

the ~ct of a local authority", the words "area of a local 

govemmeni ;tiulhority" and (or the words "ten dollars", the 

words "not less than twenty. thousand dollars nor more Uian forty 

thousand dollars"; 
j 
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8 

(b) in section · 102(2) ~ the insertion after the word "animal". the 

words "other than a pig" and by the substitution, for the words 

-
"local authority" in both places that they occur, the words " local 

government authority"; 
/ 

(c) by the substitution for section 103 (3) pf the following-

"(3) A pig straying on any place mentioned in subsection 

(1) may be destroyed by a police officer or .constable or any person 

. authorised in writing, by the Commissioner of Police and the 

\, 

carcass handed over to the owner of the pig. where the owner can ~ : 

be identified.";· 

(d) in section 102(4) by the substitution, for the words "to the 

·impounding", the words "with all necessary changes to the .. 
impounding as if the animal were being impounded as a stray 

under that Act"; 

(e) in· section 102(5) by the in_sertion, between the words "steer," and 

"heifer",- the word "buffalo," and by the substitution for the word 

"swiQ.e" the word "pig,,. 
~I 
- ,I 
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Amendments to 
the Roads Act. 

Cap. Sl :01. 
No.24 of 1990 

.. 

9 • 

PARTY 
AMENDMENTS TO THE ROADS ACT 

5. The Roads Act is amended in the following respects -

(a) in section 27(1) by the insenion after the word ~·cattle'' the words 

"j>ther than a pig"; · 

by the substitution for section 27(2) of the following• 

"(2) A pig found straying on a road Il\ay be destroyed by a 

police officer or a constable or any person authorised in writing by 

the CollllDissioner of Police and the carcass handed over to the 

owner of the pig where the owner can be identified:'; 

(c) in section 28(1) by the substitution, for the words "five hundred 

dollars and not more than fifteen hundred dollars". the words 

"twenty thousanddollus nor more than forty thousand dollars"; 
. -

(d) in section 28(2) by the substituiion for the word "swine" the word 

71igs". 
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lO .. 
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

This Bill seeks to amend various provisions concerning straying animals and pounds in 

the Pounds Act, the Municipal and District Councils Acl."the LocaJ Government Act and 

the Roads Act. 

Clause I sets o ut the short title. 

Clause 2 increases the fees and penalties in sections 4, 5, 8 to 16, 18 and 21 of the Pounds 

Act (Cap. 71 :04), as previously amended by the Law Reform (Miscellaneous 

Amendments) Act 1988 (No. 14 of I 988), to level~ more appropriate to the present. 

Minimum peRalties are introduced for more serious offences such as -

, 

(a) releasing an impoW1ded stray; 

(b) ill-treating a stray while impounding ii; 

(c). 

(d) 

(e) 

driving off an animal from private land to make it a stray; 

detainin_g a str~y for longer than necessary; 

a pound-keeper wrongfully allowing a stray to be taken from his 

pound; 

(t) a pound-keeper b~y:-:::.g: ~tr:y f:-c~ h!!; ~·.".'~ ~~0 11nri: 
/ 

(g) failure of pound keeper to account. 

. Clause 2 also amends section 6 of the PoWlds Act to allow animals straying on roads and 

bridges, as ·well as other kinds of publi~ · land or public places, to be seized and 

impounded under that section with the excl~sion of pigs. A ne~ section 7 'is inserted 

which provides for the destruction of pigs foWld on private premises or private land after 

due notice is given to the owner of the pig and the police. The "-~~'2::: ;,~ <'I p;g ciestroyed 

has to be handed over to t~~ ':;;::,r:r. Likewise, pigs found on· public premises or public 
lo-..1 . -
.w,.,.., n:iay be destroyed by a police officer and the carcass handed over to the owner of the 

pig where the owner can be identified. 

Clause 3 amends sections 277(5') and 295 of the Municipal and District Councils Act 

(Cap. 28:01) to include certain animals that are mentioned in the Pounds Act and Local 

-

.. 
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Government Act. Clause 3 also increases the penalties in sections 277 and ·291 to ~<14 of 

the Municipal and District Councfls Act, as previously amended by the Municipal and 

' District Councils (Amendm~nt) Act 1997 (No. 27 of 1997), to levels more appropriate to 

the present. Minimum penalties are introduced for more serious offences such as-

(a) . 

(b) 

allowing animals to stray onto counci I roads.: 
• I 

a-pound-keeper permitting an impounded animal to b" taken from the 

pound without lawful authority; 

(c) a pound-keeper buying a stray from his own pound: 

(d)_ driving off an animal from private land with a view to impounding it; 

and 

(c) ill-treating an animal while impounding it. 

Clause 4 amends section 102 of the Local Government Act (Cap.'_28:02) to introduce a 

minimum penalty and .increase the maximum penalty for allowing aniinals to stray onto 

public _places, such as public roads. It clarifies that the Pounds Act will apply to an animal 

impounded under section 102 of the Local Govcmment Act as if the animal were. 

impoun~ed under the P-ounds Act. A pig found on any public place may be destroyed by 

a police officer and· the carcass handed over to the owner of the pig where the owner can 
~ 

he identified. 

Clause 5 increases'the penalty in section 28 of the. Roads Act (Cap. 51 :01 ). as pre"iously 

amended by the Miscellaneous E~actments (Amcn!lment) Act 1990 (No. _24 of 1990), to 

levels more appropriate to the present. It also substitutes the word pig for the word swine. 

A pig will not be impounded but where a pig strays on a road it may be destroyed by a 

poiice oiiicer anci me ·carcass ru,r.d::d over to the owner of the pig where the owner cnn be 

identified. 

--
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