
► 

THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE 19
TH 

JUNE, 2008 

LEGAL SUPPLEMENT - C 

BILL No. 6 of 2008 Thursday 1 � June, 2008 I 

PARLIAMENT OFFICE 
Public Buildings, 

Georgetown, 
Guyana. 

19
1h 

June, 2008. 

The following Bill which will be introduced in the National Assembly is published for general 
information.

· ···-

GUYANA 

BILL No. 6 OF 2008 

S. E. Isaacs, 

Clerk of the National Assembly. 

STATUS OF VISITING POLICE FORCES BILL 2008 

SECTION 

1. Short title.

2. Interpretation.

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

PARTl 

PRELIMINARY 

:) Ii ' 

" J •. (t"! 



52 

3. 

THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE [LEGAL SUPPLEMENT] - C 

Application. 

2 

PART 11 

APPLICATION OF THE ACT 

4. Designated States.

PARTlll 

19TH JUNE, 2008 

POWERS AND IMMUNITIES OF VISITING POLICE FORCES 

5. Status of members of visiting police forces.

6. Immunity from prosecution.

PARTIV 

JURISDICTION OF CIVIL COURTS AND VISITING POLICE FORCES 

7. Jurisdiction of civil courts.

8. Certificate concerning official duty.

9. Previous trial by civil courts.

10. Trial by court having primary right.

11. Police functions.

12. Common law arrest.

13. Firearms and explosives.

PART V 

CLAIMS AGAINST VISITING POLICE FORCES 

14. Claims against the designated States.

15. Enforcement of judgments.

16. Shipping claims.

17. Settlement of question on scope of official duties.

18. Appointment of arbitrators.

,.,. 

I' 

• I i 

• 

► 



( 

THE OFFICIAL GAZE1TE [LEGAL SUPPLEMENT] - C

19. Tax and residence.

20. Salaries.

21. Service vehicles.

22. Imports.

23. Personal effects.

24. Fuel oil, etc.

25. Power to delegate.

26. Inquest by coroner.

27. Act to bind the State.

Schedule.

3 

PARTVl 

TAXATION 

PARTVll 

MISCELLANEOUS 

19
TH 

JUNE, 2008 53 



54 THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE [LEGAL SUPPLEMENT) - C

4 

A BILL 

lntituled 

19
1

" JUNE, 2008 

AN ACT to provide for the presence. activities. pri,·ileges and immunities of members or 
foreign police forces and civilian personnel in Guyana and for matters connected 

therewith. 

A.D.2008 Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

PART I 

PRELIMINARY 

Short title. t. This Act may be cited as the Status of Visiting Police Forces
Act 2008.

Interpretation. 2. In this Act unless the context othen,vise requires-

Cap.16:0 I 

ta) "civil court" means a court nr ordinary criminal 
jurisdiction in Guyana nnd includes a court of summary 
jurisdiction: 

(b) "civilian personnel" means a civilian personnel
designated under section <-l as a civilian component or a 
visiting police force; 

(c) .. designate State" means a State other than Guyana
that is designated under section 4: 

(d) ·'Member State" means a member State of the
Caribbean Community: 

t e) ··Minister" means the M inisk'r responsible lor 
Home Affairs: 

(f) .. Police Force" n1eans the Pollce Force established
under the Police Act; 

(g) ··service court" means a court-martial and
includes the service authorities of a designated State who 
are empowered by the law ns of that State to deal ,vith 
charges; 
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(h) --Treaty on Security A:ssistancc:: .. me,Hls the Tr�aty
on Security Assistance Amo11g CARICOM Member 
States conclud�d on 6 1h July 2006 including any 
amendments or protocols thereto: 

(i) .. visiting police forces'' means the members of any
police force of a designated State present in Guyana in 
connection with the official duties. 

PART II 
APPLICATION OF THE ACT 

Application. 3. This Act applies in resp�ct of police:: ti.lrces and <.:ivili.in
personnel visiting Guyana-

Designated 
States. 
Schedule. 

(a) of a State designated pursuant tl) section 4: or

(b) who are present" in Guyana pursuant to the provisions
of the Treaty on Security Assistance. ''

4. ( 1) The countries specified in the Schedule are designated
States for the purposes of this Act but such designation may be
amended or revoked in accordance \\"ith paragraph ( d) of sub
section (2).

(2) The Minister may by Order-

(a) designate any country other than a country specitil!d in
the Schedule as a designated Stnte for the purposes of
this Act:

(b) declare �he extent 10 which this Act 1s applicahk 111 

respect of any designated State:

(c) designate civilian pcrsonnd as a civilian component or

a visiting police force:

( d) revoke or amend any designation or declaration made
under paragraph {a).(b) or (c).
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PAl{T Ill 

POWERS ANl> IMMUNITIES OF VISITIN(; POLICE 

FORCES 

5. ;\n, 111e111bcr nr a vi.,iLin� pldicl..' ron.:c \\lh• is Sl'.lll ld ( iL1'.-;l11;1
!i.,r rhc: pcdi.lnm111cL' 111" puli1.:c· duties si1nilar ll' dutil..':--. pl..'rli.1rn1cd
l1y him in oflict> shall. \\ hi k on Jut:- in Ciu_:i an::i ht." liabk ll1

pnt'orm the sc11Ho: du1 iL"s and suhjct.:l l,l the order:--. ot' till·
( \mm1is:-.ioner or Pulice in 1h1..· same 111a1111cr :111d in ;ill rL·sp1..·ch 
as if' ho..: ,vcn: a nh.:mber \lr the Pnlic1..· f-"orcc. and shall. .c.;uh_jl..'ct tu 
this .:\ct. h.t\"L' the s.imc rig.hts. p1rners. pri, ik�:,:� :rnd i111111uni1ic:
�,._ arc conli:rrcd hy LI\, and cuslllm lln 1111..·mnl:r-·, lll. th,: l\ilic,· 
1-'df'CL' :.1$ 111:\) [11..· 11L'C1..'SSdl"'.' ror the pcrl\lr t'lldllCL' ,,( :--.l11.:li ,luliL·:--.. 

(,. { l) Nnt\,·ithstanding scctil)l1S 5 and 7. the mcmhcrs ,1f a 
visitinb police forcl' shall hL' immune frn111 pwsecutiun in civil 
and criminal proce�dings in a t.:·ourl or la,, in < iuyana in rcspcl'l 
or act inns tak..:n in the• nnirsL· ,11· their nrlicial dutiL·s. 

(�) lh: immunity spl·cilied in subsct:Lion \ I "i nia:, be \\ai,L·J in 
respect or any memh1:.·r of a visiting policl' fon:L" b:,.· th� 
L·ompctclll authorit) of the designated State: or thL' visiting poliL·c· 
forcl:!. 

l'ARTIV 

.Jl!IUSDlCTION OF Cl\'ll COURTS .\�I> VISITING 

POLICE FORCES 

7. ( l) Subjccr to subsc�czitrn (�) and secrion 6. 1hc civil 1.·ourls
hnvc the primary right to exercist: jurisdiction in respect l)t' ,rn:, 
act that constitutes an olkm:e against an� la\\ i11 t"orl.:f in <.. iuyana 

and that is ct)l!lll1ittc:d b) ;1 member of :i visit ill;! policl.' fu1\·c. 

I� l With r1..•spt.:L·t tti tilt :dh:.·�cd u ,m1111:-.-..it111 ur ,1111i•,si11n h: :1 
lllL'lllht:r tlf :.t \ isi1i11s. polic,: furc�· or :111 ufklll'.l' ri:sptxli11,;-

(b) the person 1H· prnpt:ny t>f :rnnther member nr the
visiting police lon.:1.:: l)l'

,. 

• 
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th1.: �en ice Cl)llrl:- or Lht: ,-i�iling �1(\lic ... · fore,: k1,1.: i111..• prim:H: 
ri�ht Lo excrrisc juri$Jidion. 

8. Tht: 1..'Crtiticate nf a ser\'ice nuthl>rit� or" ,.ksignatcd State
that anythin;; alkgcJ lo ha,·1..· been dl,111..· b� a m1..·mhl·r .-11' a 
v·1s'iting pofo:c for�t:: of Lhul StaJe was or \.\-as not cfom: in 1111..· 
pc.rfonnance of l.lffil:ial duty is receivabk in evidt·r11.:c ill any 
civil court and for the purposes of this Act as prima .fitcit' proof 
1..1f that fad. 

9. (I) \Vher't: a member or a , 1s1t111g pl1lice force has been
tried hy a civil courl and has b1..·cn convicted or acquitted. he may 
not ht.· tried again within Guyana for tlt1..· sa1111..· ol'li:·ncc hy a 
se1Yice l..'nurt ()f that visiting police force. 

(2) Nothing in suhsection ( 1) prevents a :;crvict' ClHtrl from
trying within Guyana a member of the visiting polic(' rorcc for 
any violation of the ruks of disciplim: urisin� frl)l1l an act that 
constituted an offence ti.,r which he was tried by a civil Cl)llrl. 

10. Where under sections 5 and 6 a ..:ivil court or a service
court of a visiting police force has the primary right h) exadse 
jurisdiction, the court having the primary right has thi.:• right Ll1 

deal with charges against alleged offemkrs in the first ins1anc1..'. 
hut. that right may be ,vaived in accordam:e ,vith such \">nfor as 
may be made by the Minister in that behalf 

t I. The authorities of the members of a visiting police force to 
exercise police functions. including thl! power nf arrest an.· such 
functions as are prescribed by the tv1inister by \\l"dcr: hut 111..) such 
order shall empower a member of a visiting p.:ilice l1.1rce to 
exercise police functions in respect t)f an� person wlw is 11t11 a 
member of the visiting police Ji.)l't:e. 

Common lav, 12. Nothing in section 9 shall be conslrucd as to prevent .i 

am:st. member of a visiting police force from c:xen:ising any ccHn1111..1n 
lav.' power to make an arrest. 

Firearms and 
explosivi:s. 

13. The memhers of a visiting police force acting in th�
course- of their duLies. excluding civilian pcrsnnnel-

(a) may, if authorised In Jo so . .m,, the Cnmmissilll1l.T l)I 

Police,��� and carry explo�_ives._ ammunition and

57 
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---7iTt.·arn1s: ,111c1 

\bl <1rc 1101 subkct l,1 :111\ 1'111 111· ( it1\;11u r,:l:11111� 1-i !11,' 

111:.1king \ll' p(ISScssing or e_\pl11:--111._·:,. 

PART V 
CLAIMS A.(;AINST VISITIN(; POLICE FORCES 

14. (I);\ L<..>rl c1.1mmi1Led b) a memh.l.'r ul' a ,·isiting j)l)li,_T fon.:,_•
w'hik :Kling within the scope uf his duties lH' employment shiill
be deemed lo h:ne bet>n committed b� a st"n:mt in right ui' thl'
designated Stale \\hile acting \\·ithin thl' scope ol' his clutic:s (ir
emph1yrn1.·111.

( 2) The rwpen) O\\ ned. occupied. p1.1sscs-,;ed Lll' u 111t rtil kd b'.', ,1 

\ isiting police tc.in:t.' shall be deemed 1,1 be ownc·d. 1.'L't:upied.
p(1ssessecl or cont1\1lkd by the designated Stak.

(3) .'\ service motor ,·ehiclt' ot' :1 visiting police forl'L' shall he
tkemcd to he O\". nccl h) the dcsignat�<l Slntc.

15. A member of a \'isiting police force is nut sub_il'L'l tl> uny
proceedings for the cnfon.:emcnt of any _judgment givt·n against
him in Guyana in respect of a matter that arose whik hl' was
acting ,v·ithin the scope ()f his duties or employment.

Hl. Fxccpl as scctil)ll I 3 ma� bL' rnaJc upplic:ihk by onjlT (11· thl' 
Minister in respect of the ships tif an::, partirnlar designated 
State, that section dncs not apply to a claim arising our uf nr in 
connection with thc navigation. operation or sal\'age ()t

° 

a ship or 
the loading. carriage or discharge nr a cargo. unless the claim is 
a claim arising out of death (1r injury to a pL·rsnn. 

17. \,\-'htTe a L]lll'Stion that cannot he sl'ltkd h\. nq;1.1ti,1tiP11
bctwcl'.11 the parties arises und(T 1his Part ;ts t,1 "hl'!licr-

la) n rnt'mh�r �ir a visiting police ti.m.:c \Vas acti11g \\ ithin lhe 
scopt' or his duties or cmploymt:nt; or 

(b) a matk·r in respect t)f which _judgml'nt ,vas given .igainst
a member of a visiting polict' force arose \Vhilc he was
acting v,:ithin !ht.· sCl'pe of his duties or ernplnyrnl·nt.

the question shall he submitted to an arbitrator app()intcd in 
accordance with st:clilrn 18. and for lht· purposes (11· this Pan the 
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1H. {I) An arbitr;tl(lr :,;hall oe appoiilll'd liw the purp11sl·, l1l 
.st.'Ction 17 by agr-.·l'lllL'lll h�tm.:l'll the dcsignah.'d Siah: ,:,1111:l.'rn-.·d 
and ( iuyana fr,,m �111wng tlw m1lion::ils 1.11' (,uyan.1 wh,, hnld ,,r 
hmc h1:·ldjutlkbl olfo:<:.'. 

(:!) If within I\H1 months the desig.nated S1a1c and Guyana ar1:: 
unahk h.' agrc:e upon an arbitr.itor. t:ither thl.:' desig1m1�d Stale or 
Guyana m.iy request any 1�rs1)11 tksig.11at1 .. ·d in an agreement wi1h 
tht· Jesigna1i..:d State l•r <u:..:cp1aok ro 1l1l· d,:signa1cd St�ll-.' amt 
Guyana tu appt>illl the arhitrut.l,r 1\om :irn,,nl:'. thl' natio,wh 11i" 
<.iuy:rna who haw hdd .iudicial «:1ftice. 

PART VI 

TAXATION 

19. Where the liability l'i1r any form 111' taxati(ln in liuyana
d�pcnds upon rt>sidl.'nce or d,1micik. a pl.'riod durinr which ..i 

member of a visiting plllit-1:: force is in Guyana b) rt'as,.ln of his 
bdng a meml1er of tht:' visiting. pc..llkc force shall. for · the;,• 
purposes or that taxation. he deemed nn\ l1.1 tx- a periud or

rt'sidcncc in Guyunu uml nl1\ to 1.:rcale a 1.:hangc or re:,;idt:nn· 1lf 
domicile. 

20. (I) A memh(r of ;:i visiting polic1.: force:: i::; 1.!X.:mpt from
la.\:ati<lll on salaries in (juyana on the s.ilury and l.'lnlllumcnts 
puid 10 him as a mcmbcr of a visiting police force l1y �• 
designated Stnte and in re:-;pel·t of any tangihk movahk propt'rlY 
that is in Guyana temporarily by rcas,,n of his prc::sencl.' i11 
Guyana in that c.ipacit�. 

( 2) For tilt' purposes 1.ll' si;.•ction I 1> and this Sl'clilln. 1ht· term
··mcmbl.'r of a \"i�iting polic-1:' fon.:t' .. doe:; nol indmk a citi1.c11 1.1f
(.juyana ,.1,,ho is resident ur 11n.linarily rt·sidcnl iu (iu}ana.

21. Nl, rnx or kc is payabk in rcspl.'Cl or \h(! lil.·-.·nsing ur
rt.•gistration of Sl.·rvict: vchidcs of a visiting police fon:c or in 
respe<.'t of the use of those vehicles on any t\>ad in Guyana. 

22. A visiting polict.' lixl:� may imp\11'1 inw (iuyam1 frl.'l.' l'r
i;usLoms duty and any tux. m1y c4uipnwnt anJ :-.ul.'h llu .. 1111itil·s ur 
provisions. supplies anJ <'lht'r gol,ds a:,; an: l'l'qui1wr for lhl.· 
exclusive use of the visiting police force. 

59 
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B. :'\ lllCl\lbcr \lr a \ isitini;. piiliC\.' force :H lhc ti,m.: ur his l1rs1
arrin1I tn Lake up se1Tice in { iuyana impoiis his lk'l"S111wl L"

f

ti:ct�: 
fr�e or cusioms duty and any 1�,�-

Fud. uil. eLc .. 24. Su�jcct IO complian\'.C with �uch cnn,li1inn-. as ar.:·
imposi:d b� the concerned Minister by ,,rdcr. 1111 L'Ltst11rns du1� 11r 

any tax is payabk on any fuel. \lil or luhricants intc11<.kd li>r use 
exclusively in the sen-ice vchicles. nin.:ra1i 1w vi:ssds of a 
visiting polict' fon.:t'. 

Power to 
delegate. 

PART VII 

MISCF.LLANEOllS 

25. l I , Where unJer any cnaclmenl a p1>wer is t.:XL'rcisaok ·by
any authority N person-

( a) respecting. the Police 1-'orce. its members. its scrv1cL'
courts or any pc.TSlll1 conncctt·d therewith: 11r

(b) respecting any prop<:11y used or h• h1.• used li.ir the
purposes of tht' PoliL·e Force. or for taking pnsst>ssiun ()r 

:my property 10 be so used. or for a�quiring. whether by
agreement or compulsorily. any property so us.;d or lo he
so used.

the Pr.:-sid.:nt may hy on.kr provide_ that the pl)Wer l� 
exercisable hy that authority or pe�on. a5 th� case muy be:. in the 
case of a visiting police force to which the order applies to the 
extent to which it would be exercisable if the visiting policl.' 
force were a part of the Pol ice Force. 

(2) The Prcsidem muy. hy lWdcr -

(a) exempt a visiting polic�. force l>r its mcmbl.'rs. it::; :-i:n·it.:1.'
Cl)UrL,. any 1)lhcr pt:rS\lO t.:\)lllledcd \\ ilh such li.lrt.:t: \ll" 

courts or any prop�rty usc:<l \,r l\) be us, .. .-d fl>r lhe purpos�s
of them from the opernlion (>f any enactment spcci li1:\d in
the order lll all)' t!Xl�nt to ,-vhich lh1.· force. members.
courts·. pet-sLms or propcny wuuld be. or would be
cupsble of being excmp1�d. if tne fom: w�rc a purl L>f the
Police Force: and

(b) c1.,nfer on that force or any m1:ml�r. c1..>urts. pr:rsons or
property ret�m:d to in p.imgraph (a) ,rny othr:r pri\'ikgl;'
or immunity spl;'citieu in the: onfor. hcing a privilr:ge or
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immuni1y ih:.i1 \\ould bi: 1:11.i,•y�d b�. ll!' w,-.·uld b1..' l·ap,1hk 
,,!' being l'llllfl'rrl!J 011. till' li1r(:�. 111..:mhl'r,; . ..:1tur1s. 
p�l"S\HlS lll" pr\,pl'rl_\. ii lht: forl'...: \\t.'rt.· parl ,,r th� l'nlil·1..· 
hire�. 

t _; l Where.· under an� t.'mtclml'lll tlw doing ur a11y1hinµ 1., 

prohibited. r�strich:J or n:quircd in n;lation w -

(u) Lhc P(>lil'1.: FOl'l'.l'. it:- members. its sen in: ,:nurls 1.1r �111�

other persi.ln conncct�J 1hcrcwith: \If 

( h I an: pro pen� used 11r 1n b1..· 11s...:d lilr the.· purp1.1;-..:s II I' 1l1l' 

Police.• Fon:e. 

th� Prt'sident muy by ordt'r cx11:>nd Ilic.- pn1hihition. n.·.-aril·tiun 1.lr 
requirt'ment 10 an� , isiting police fon:e in tht.· same mannt:r a:-: if 
the visiting police frirl.'c ,vere J pa11 of till· P1.1lil'i: Fore,.-:. 

(4) :'\n tmkr madl' under this Sl.!l'tion may contain sul'h
incid�mal. c1.in�elll11::nlial und supplt:1m:ntar) pro, isiL111:,, as th1..• 
Pn:sident thinks nccess�ry flir th\." pmpo:-es t>f thl' orJl·r. 
induJing provisilins for applying. m,idil�1i11g. adapting 0r 
suspending any enactment. 

(5) Subsections (I) amJ (4) apply whetht!r till' power is
excrcisahlc. or the pwhihition, restriction or requin:ml'llt is 
imposed, hy a provision express!) rdating tn tht· Pnlicl;.' Foft:1..· \lr 

hy a more gcne-ral provision and subsection (JI nppl ies whether 
the exemption. privileg� or immunity suhsisLs. (ir is \."apabk of 
being conferred. by virtue of such a provision or by reusnn (lr 

any enactment not binding the State. 

26. I I) When: a c,1ro11t:·r who has _jurisdii:tiun lti h,ild an
inquest into an unnawrnl Jcuth is :-.atislied th�,, 1hc dccc.t;-l•d 
pl!rsun at the time of his death. had a rdcvmH as::-'rn:ialion ,, ilh <1 
visiting police.- fon:c, th�n. unless the Minister \.llhcrwi·se directs. 
the coroner may not hold the inquest, or. if it has begun hut ,wt 
completed. shall adjourn it 

(2) Subj�ct to subsection (It a l't)roncr rdcrred to in th�11
subsection shaJI. unless thl' l\.tinislcr lithl'r\1, isl' directs. ad_i\ium 
thl' inqw:st i r ht' is sutislil'd· 

61 
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Cap.14:02 

Act to hind 
tht Stalt:.
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(.i l tli:11 :.1 pt:rs, 1n ,., h,, i:- suhji.:ct lu llk _iuri:-dic1iu11 ,,t' 1l1L· 
:-iL'l"\ ice c,1urt'., ur' :1 , i,iling polite' f'l11\'L: has bt!L'il ch:ir�nl 
bc:forL' a sl.'rvicL' L·ourt \\ ith th-: homicidl· pf th..: tkcL'.isnl 
pL'rson rd'i:rrc:d tn in suhscct it111 (I). "het htr or 1101 l h.it 
charge has hcL·n dl.:'all \\ ith: or 

(bt 1ha1 a pc:rson rd�rr..:J tn i11 p.irnJ.!r:,ph (;11 i:-; b..:11i� 

detained h�· :.in :1uthorit� 111' a ,·i:--it:11;; ,,l'lit·L· J',1rcl· ,, ith :1 
viL'\\ t11 bc-in!:'. sn diarg.t>d. 

(3) \Vlh:re an inquest is adjourned unJ(:r this SL'ction. lhL·

1.:r,rnner 11wy resumL' the inquL:st nnl� on the Jirccti1111 ot' thl· 
Ministo.:·r. 

(4) \\·hL·rc :111 inLJlh.':-t 1h:.i1 \\:ts adjour111:,I un,kr 1i1i;-; sn:ti,llt 1:-
r..:sumL'LL the Clirnner shall pnKL'.t:d in :,II r .. ·spL-cb a-; if lllL' 
inquc-.t had not hct>n prn·itiusly begun. 

{5 J In this St.'Cllllll· 

(a) --11omicidt: .. in1.·ludt:s munkr. 111,111slm1ghtl.'r. i11l�mt1..:idL·
and any olfrrn.:e undt·r the Im, of tht.: Cfllllllr: in ljllt:sli,111 that is 
analog.nu::; Lo an) of tl1l)SI:' t)tlences: 

(b) rekrcnces lo ..i person having a rck, ant as�oci:1tion ,, ith
a visiting p1.)lice !'orc1: nre references to hi� hc:ing at the limi.:-

( i) 

(ii) 

a mctnhcr ()f. the visiting pt)lict· l'PrL'C or a 111emhL'r 
l)f a civilian comptH1L'nt or that forc1..·. Pr
a person \vho. m1t heing a \.'iti:tcn ur Guyan,1 or a

pcrmancnl rcsidt·nt thereof within 1h1..· mcaning or

the lmmil!r�llion Act. is a rncmhcr or the: , isitin!.! � -

polic1..· force ,ir 1)1' �1 �i\ ikin C(llllponc:nt 1.1f that 
force. 

(h) In detenni11ing li.1r tlw purp11ses or this scct11111 ,,h,.'lh1..·r a
pt:rs,>11 is. or was at un� 1i111L'. a pt:rm�1111..·nt rL·siJL·nt pf Ciuya,w Ill\ 
account shull � taken ,if any pc-riod during "hid1 he lrns hL'Cll, 
or intend:- to ht'. prt:Sl:!llt in (;uyana as a mcrnht>r nf �1 visiting. 
police force or ol' a civilian component of such a fon.::c. 

27. This Act binds the Statt:.

►
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SCHEDULE 	Section 4 (I) 

Designated States 

. Member States of the Caribbean Community. 

2. Associate Members of the Caribbean Community. 

3. South Africa. 

4. Canada. 

5. l Inited Kingdom. 

6. France. 

7. The Netherlands Antilles. 

4 

-4 
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

In connection with the staging of ICC Cricket World Cup West Indies 2007. the 

Status of Visiting Police Officers Act 2007 (Act No.13 of 2007) was enacted as a sunset 

legislation. The Act expired on 3011%  June 2007. The provisions have been found to he 

very useful and the Thirteenth Special Meeting of the Conference of Heads of 

Government held at Port of Spain. Trinidad and Tobago in April 200g also fa\ oured such 

a measure. It is, therefore, proposed to reenact by this Bill the legislation so as to provide 

an enabling law for the presence, activities, privileges and immunities of police forces of 

foreign countries and certain civilian personnel accompanying the forces as a civilian 

component of them visiting Guyana in connection with any event in future. 

Clause 1 of the Bill sets out the short title of the proposed legislation. 

Clause 2 defines certain words and expressions used in the Bill. "Minister-. 

"designated State", "civilian personnel". "Police Force" and "Treaty on Security 

Assistance" are some of them. 

Clause 3 lays down the applicability of the Act. 

Clause 4 deals with Designated States. The Schedule to the Act specifies the 

designated States. However. the Minister may by order specify any other country to he a 

designated State. 1 le may declare the extent to which the Act applies to a designated State 

and designate the civilian component of the visiting police forces. Also, the Minister 

may, by order, revoke or amend the list of designated States or the designated component 

of the civilian personnel. 
tr 
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Clause 5 lays down the status of the members of the visiting foreigntbreign police forces 

as equivalent to the Police Force of Guyana established under the Police Act (Cap. 6:0 I ) 

as regards their rights, powers, privileges and immunities. However, this is subject to the 

other provisions of the proposed legislation. 

Clause 6 provides for immunity to the members of the visiting foreign police 

forces from civil and criminal proceedings in Guyana in respect of action taken by them 

in the course of their official duties. 

Clause 7 provides for the extent of jurisdiction of civil courts in certain matters of 

commission of acts that constitute an offence against any law in force in Guyana. As 

regards the alleged commission of offences in respect of property or security of the 

designated States, the person or property of any member of the visiting police force or act 

done in the due performance of official duties by the visiting police forces, the service 

courts of the visiting police forces have the primary right of jurisdiction. 

Clause 8 provides that the certificate of service authorities of the designated 

States regarding the alleged commission or omission of the members of the visiting 

police force would he receivable as evidence in a civil court for the purposes of the Act. 

Clause 9 deals with the cases of previous trial by civil courts as a rule against 

double jeopardy. However, in respect of violation of rules of discipline by an member of 

the foreign police force within Guvana, the previous trial would not he a bar to trial by a 

service court. 

Clause 10 provides that the civil court or a service court of a visiting tbreign 

police force has the primary right to deal with charges against the offenders in the first 

instance. However, that right could be waived by the Minister by order. 
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Clause 11 einno WCFS the i'vlinistff to determine the fltneIiato,, of illy 

I 0 IVCS. 

Clause 12 clarifies that a member or a visit Mg loro.: 11-121‘ e\ercIsc llll power 01 

arrest under the common law. 

Clause 13 empowers the Commissioner of Police to regulate the possession, 

carrying and use of explosives. ammunition and firearms by the visiting police forces. 

Clause 14 provides.  for the claims against the designated States in respect or 

tortious and certain other acts committed by the members of the visiting police force. 

Clause 15 provides that a member of the visiting police force shall not be subject 

to any judgment given against him in Guyana in respect of any proceedings in connection 

with his duties or employment. 

Clause 16 states that if section 13 is not made applicable that section dues not. 

apply to a claim arising out of or in connection with the navigation. operation or salvage 

of a ship or the carrying of cargo_ unless the claim arises out of death or injury to any 

person. 

Clause 17 provides that all questions as to whether any act o f the visiting police 

force is an act within the .scope of official duties or employment should be settled by 

negotiation between the parties failing which it should be submitted to an arbitrator. 

Clause 18 provides for the procedure for appointment of arbitrators for the 

purposes mentioned in clause 17. 

Clause 19 deals with the liability of members of visiting police forces in respect 

4 

of taxation. 
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Clause 20 provides ior e\emplioil from taxation in respect of 	and 

emoluments paid in Guyana to the members of the visiting police forces. 

Clause 21 provides for the exemption of the service vehicles of the isiting police 

fOrces from the tax and lees payable in respect of licensing and registration. 

Clause 22 provides for allowing the import into Guyana equipments. pro's isions. 

supplies and other goods for the exclusive use of the visiting police forces. 

Clause 23 provides for the exemption of the personal effects of the c isitint4 police 

forces brought on their first arrival from payment of customs duty and other taxes. 

Clause 24 provides for exemption from payment of customs duty and other taxes 

in respect of fuel. oil and lubricants intended for the exclusive use in the service vehicles. 

air craft and vessels by the visiting police lOrces. 

Clause 25 empowers the President to delegate by order certain powers 

exercisable by any authority or person in respect of the Police Force and seri ice courts. 

Clause 26 deals with the inquest by the coroner. 

Clause 27 provides that the Act binds the State. 

The Schedule contains a list of designated States for the purposes of the proposed 

legislation. 

4 

Minister of Home Affairs. 




