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A BILL
Intituled

AN ACT t0 consmolidate the law Tslating to the
construction and interpretation of Acts of
Parliament; Subsidiary Leglalation, applled
Laws and Public documents and to make gen—
aral provisions for matiters connected with
or sipilar to the purpeses aferssald.

Enacted By the Parlisment of Guyanai—
FART X

SHORT TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT

Short title 1. This Act may be cited as the Inverpre-

" ond commenaos tatien and General Clauses Aeb, 197®, and shall

ment come into operetion on 23mi Februaxy, 1%70.
PART II

AFPLICATIOR TO THE STATE

Act binding on 2 This Act shall be binding on the State.

State,



PART TIX
APPLICATION TO LW

%.(1) This Act sball not amply to the comstitu~
tional inatruments snd to applled laws and, notw
withatanding the definition of ®writlen lgw" and
*a6% in seoction 4, the expressions Ywritten law®
gnd Y4ct® ip thia- Aet, -save where it 1s otherwise

_expropaly provided; shall not include the congtitue-
tionsl instrumants and applied luws,

(2) Subject to subssotion {1), this Act shall,
unlese it is otherwise expressly provided, apply to
this Acet end to &1l written law whether nade bhefors
or after the coming into operstion of thim Aot.

PART TV
DEFINITISN OF EXPRESSTIONS IN CGENERAL USE

4,{1) In any written law and im any publilc
document the following expressions shzll, unless
the centext otherwise requires or it is otherwise
expressly provided, have the followlng meanings -

¥Aot® means any Aet of Parliament whether
prassed before or after ths coming into
opgration of this Act and includes an Ovds
inance passed by a lasgislature of the form~
gr Colony of British Guiana ard includes a8
rosolution, Act or Ordinance within the
meaning of the Statue Law Continuation Ord-
inance and an applied Acty

Tadmiralty jurisdiction® means such adnlralty
Jurigdletion na was vested in ths Supreue
Court-of Judicaeture of Guysna on 22nd Febw
rueyy, 1970

"applied Aet® means an fet of Parlaiment of
the United Eingeom, having aeffect or heving
had effect ag part of the law of Guyenaj
"ppplied law" means an applled Act and any
legislative insbrument {other than the
constitutional inetruments) made thersunder
- gtherwise than by an authority in Guyana,
having effect or having had effect as part
of the law of Guyana}
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nConmonwealth® Hiag the meaning seslgned to
it by the Constitutlony

Hoeommonwealth ocuntry® mesos Guyana ox any
countty to whioh artiele 27 of the Constitue
tlon for the time being applies ond any
dependency of a Usmmenwealth countryj
Yeonstitutional Instruments" moang the
Guyena Independsnce foty 1966, of the United
Kingdom end the Guyana Independ.noe Oxdexr,
1966, of the United Kinpgdowm;

"the Constitution® mesns the Constitution of
Guyana set out in Schedule 2 of the Guyana
Independonce Ordery 19663

Miourt of Appeal” means the Court ef Appeal
of the Supreme Court of Judicahure estab-
Udshed by the Constitutiong,

Penaotibent? means an fct of ParMament o2 an
applied Aot and does not inelude subsidisry
legizlation;

*financial year™ means, in respsct of any
matters relating to the revenue and expen-~
diture of Guyana, or the Local Government
Board, Sea Defence Moard. or any other pubw
lic body, or in respect of the laspue, dura-
tion, payment, or expiry of any licence
required under sny past or future writien
law, the twelve months beginning on the lst
Janmuary in any year;

Ythe Gagzelte" means the Official Gazette of
Guyanaj

"the Government" means the Government of
Guyanas

"CGuyana" hag the meaning assigned by arte-
lcles 1 and 125 of the Constitution

"High Court™ means the High Couxt of the
Supreme Court of Judicatures; established by
the Constitution;

rlocal Government suthority” measns any autho-
rity responsible for the Uovernment of any
area by virtue of any At relating to locel
Goverment}

"Parlisment® whers the written law in which
the expression occurs was wade efter 26th
May 1966, meens the Parliament of Guyanaj
®public account' ingludes gny estimate of
revenue and expenditure sod any statomsnt,
aummary or sccount of Guyana, oxr the Local



Government Board, Seu Defenps. Board or any
gther publie bedy mentionsd in an Aot
Youblic offiee", "public officer? snd *mule
1o pervice® have the msanlngs respectively
gosigned to them by article 125 of the
Conatitutions

Pproglematlion” moans & proclemation of the
Presidsnt under the public seal:
fsubgldlary leglelsation” or “atabtutory iu-
gtrument™ mesns any proclanation, rule,
regulations; order, by-law, resolutions not~
lce, notification, ddreetion ox other in-
ptrument,; made under er Ly virtus of any Act,
and heving leglslatlve effect, or wmads
undsr oxr by virtue of any applied Act Wy an
gulthorily in Guyanz and having legislative
effects and “rulet includss rule of courti
"Sarvice Cemmissicner® means ths Public
Sorvice Commiasion, the Police Service
Commission or the Judlical Seryvice Commle
gslon, sa& the case may be, establighed by
the Qonstitutien:

Uaumtary Jurisdiction Ordinences®, megns
any Omiinancss and Acte for the time bedng
in foroe repgulating ths sunmary Jurlasdice
tion of magistrates in respect of criminal
and quagi~crimimal ofTences and matiers;
Ythe State" means the State of Guyana;
*8upreme Court” means the Supreme Court of
Judicature estgblished by the Constitution;
*written law" wmeans the consbitutional in~
atruments, Acts of Parlisment, subsidiary
leglolation and spplied lawe.

(2) 1In any written law end in any public doc-
umenl unless the context otherwise requires or it is
otherwise expressly provided -~

"dependency” includes a protaected State, a
protectorate axd a trust territory admin-
iotered under the trusteeshlip system of the
United Nations;

*function® includes power sand duty;

"peapce Officer” includes any magistrate or
Justice of the peace; snd suy police, ruc-
al or special constable;



frargon® includss any body of persong corp-
orate or unincorporates

tpolice conatable® includes eny membsr of
the Police Foros}

Ywords' includes flmures, punctuntion
marks,; and typographleal, monebary snd
nathemgtical symbols.

(3} In any written law made after Sth Maxoch,
1856; nnd im any public document made o1 exeoubed
aftor 15th July, 1891, unless the context otherwise
reguires or it la ntharwlss expresaly provided -

(a) words importing the magculine gender
#hall includs females}

(b) words in the singuler whall imelude
the plursl and words in the plural
ghall include the aingulant

(o) "nonth* meens calender month.

(4) Tn any written law or in any public doow
ument unlese the context othervise requires or it 414
otherwlse expressly provided =

(a) "*per cent® means "per centum” and
when ured iln relation to a rate of
intersat payakle in aty cirge~
umstances, monns the rate of in-
torest specified payable in respeot
of a year, unless 1t is expressly
provided that it is payable in
regapect of any other pericd;

(b) "mede" when used in’ relation to
vritten lav includés passsd ‘and
enascteds

() “"prescribed® or "provided® when
used in er witn reference to auy
Aot meane prescribed or provided
by that Aot or; where. appropriate.
by subsidiary legislation made
imder that Acty

(d) ™or," ®other,” and "otherwlse"
shall be construed disjunctively



and not as mplying simildarity,
unlegs the expression "similax",
or some squivalent eaxpreseion, 1s
added,

(5)° Tr any written lavw passed after 8th March,
1856, and in any public document made er exscuted

after 15th July, 1891, unless the context otherwise
requires or it 1s otherwiss expresusly provided -

Toath" and "affidavit”, in the case of
persong for the Ylme being allowed by
law %o affire or daclars lnstead of
swearing, inoludes affirmation or
statutory deolaration snd "awsart in
the like case includes affiym and
declare.

(6} 1In eny written law or in eny public dog~
ument a réference $o writing shall bs construed as
including references to printing, lithography, photo~
graphy, snd other modes of representing er repro=
duclyg worde in visible form.

CERTAIN EXPRESSIONS IN WRITTEN LaW
AND PUBLIC DOCUMENTS

He In any written law or in any public dsc-
dooument

(a) a rofersnce 10 "the President* (howaver
oxpresped ) shall be construed as a xéference to the
Fresident of Guyana for the time belng;

(b) a reference to "ths Minister® shall be
construed as e reference to the Minister to whonm :
responsibility for the subject matter of such lew or
dooument has best assigned by the President.

B. Where any written law authorises or:re~
quires any document to be served by posts; whether the
expressicn "serve”, ®give", or "mend", or esny cther

Reference to

“the Prewident,

the Minister.

Meaning of
’aarvﬁpa by
pant‘:



Heanlng of -
*rules of

goutt«’

Roferences in a
wrd tten law io
anothar written

law,

Brprpssion 18 ussd, then, unless the ocontext other—
wipe requires oxr It 1s otherwise sxpresaly provided,
the sarvics shiall be desmed to have besn sffacted hy
properly addresaing, pre-paying, and pesting s lelter
containing the dooument, and, unless the conteary 1g
proved, to have beon effected at the time sl which
the lefter would be delivered in the ordinary sourse
of poat?

Provided that when the plnos to which the letter
in eddreased lg one in whichk thore 1s no house to
houme delivery of letters, smerviee shall not be
deonmed to have becn sffedted unless = (a) the
letter has been registered, and (b) & notice has
been deliverad te, or laft et the residance of, the
parson upon whom service 1s to be effectad stating
that the letter is at the poet offlce awaliing delive
ery to him, and (¢} a declaration wade before a
Justice of the peace and slgned by the person who
delivered the notice; stating that he duly deliversd
it, 1s produced, or ether proof is given of the due
delivery thereof.

7.(1) In any written law, unless it is other~
wise expressly wrovided or the context otherwlse re~
quirea, "mles of court™, when used in relastlon to
any court, means rules made by the sutherity having
for the time belng power to make rules or orders
regulating the practice and procadure of that eourt.

{2) The power of the authority to make
*ules of court as hsreinbefore defined includes &
pover to multe rulesg of court for the purposs of any
written law directing or authorising enything to be
dona by malea of ceurt.

PART. VI
REFERENCES IN WRITTEN LAWS
g.{1) A reference in sny written lew to any
other written law shall be construed as a refersnce

to such other written law ag the vame may be
amended from time to tima,
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{2) Any written law which amends anothexr
written law shall be resd end ¢onstrued as one with
the amended written law.

(3) In an amending Act the amonded Act
8hall be reforrei to as 'the Principal Act' snd thie
subsestion shall apply mutatis mutandis to sub~
gldiary legislatione

(4) whare any written law which has been
smended by any other written law is repealed, such
repeal shall include the repsal of all those provi-
glons of suchi cther written law by whieh such first-
mentioned written law was amended.

9.(3) Where in any Act reference is made to & Reforencea to
Part, division, section, schedule or form without any- Part, section

eto, ef Act and

thing in the comtext to indicate that a reference to = to subsection
Part, division, mection, schedule cr form of sens of other divias
ether Act is intendod, the reforence shall be con-. fon of =swtion
strued sz & reference to the Part, division, ssotion, oto.
gcheduls or form of the Act 1n which the reference is
nedas

(2) ¥here in a seetion or other provision of

any Aot reference is made to a pubseotion, paragreph,
subparagraph or other division without anything in the
oontext to indicate that & referance to a subsection,
paragraph, subparagraph or other division of some
other ®eg¢tion is intended, the reference shgll be con-
strued as a reference to the mubseotion, paragreph,
subparsgraph or other division of the section in which
the reference is mede and this subsection phall gpply
mutatis mutandis to subseotiond, paragraphs; subpara-
grapha and other divisions,

PART VIX
COMMENCENENT AND CITATION @F ACTS

10« -Every Act shall he published in the
Gasette and shall come into operstion on the date of
publication unless it is provided in that Act or some
otheor written law that it shell come into operation
on some other date.

Fublication and
Commencement of

Actae



14

ime of oceming
hote opatutlen
p{ Anta,

Mads o f olting
pf Actsa

Judiolul actice

vf Acts,

Every mection of

m Act o aube
tlve enpuiment.

Provisions
raelating to
sukaidiary
teginlation.

THRE OFFICIAL GAZBDTR (Extfaord&nary) ~ Logal Supplemént

11 Where any Act pessed after 15th July 18351
is sxpresned to come inte operation on a particulsr
day,y it phall, unless i{ is otherwise axpressly pro~
vided, be gonsirued as coming into operavicn immeda
3ataly on the explration of the previous day.

12, Where any Act contalns s short tltle, it
shall be suffleient in all courts and gll purposes to
cite the Act by the short title,

PART VIIT
OPERATION OF ACTS

A3 fvery Act paseed after 1l9th July 1891
shall be a pubiic Act and shell be Judicielly noticed
a8 puch; unless the contrary is expressly provided by
the Aﬂtc

14.(1) Every sectlon of an Act shzll have
gffect as & substantive enactment without intro=
dustory words.

(2) An Act may be altered, smended or fe~
pealed in the same seselon of Parliament in which it
ie enacted.

PART IX
SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATIOR

15.{3)  Where any written law comfers power on
any aubthority to mske sudgidiary leglslation, the
following provisiens shall, unless it 1s otherwise
oxsreasly provided or the contsxi otherwlse ragulres,
have effect with reference to the meking and opera-
tion of such subsldisry leglaslation:

(a) Wnhere subsldiary legislation pur-
ports to we made in exerolse of a
particular power, it shall be
deemed slso to ba made in exercise
of all other powers thereunto ona-
bling.
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(v} No subsiddary legislation shall be
inconeistent with the provisiens
of any Act.

(¢) Where subsidiary legislation ig in
oxcons of the power under which it
1s made; it mhall nevertheleas he
valld to the extent to which 1t is
not in excess of that power,

(d) Any subsidiery legislatien msy at any
time be amended, varisd, suspended,
resoinded or revokad by the gams
suthority and in the same mannsr by
and in whioh 1t wae made:

Provided %that where such guthow
rity has been weplavced wholly or in
part sy arother anthority, the power
conferred upen the originsl authority
nay be ezsroimed by the »replacing
authority concernding all matters or
things within ita Juriedictlion as if
it were the original authority.

{e) Theve may bs annexed to the breach of
any mls, resulation, by-law or order
any penalty not sxzceeding one hun~
dred dollardg and if the wuthorlty
meking such gubsidiary legislation
tiinka fit the pwnalty may e used
for antl wecovered undar the Suvmmary
Jurisdiction Orvdinancosma.

(2) ¥here in any written law & provision sone
farring & power te make subsidiary legislation is
enmsnded or replaced (whether befove or after the
coming into operation this Act) by sny writtenm law
but the written law conteining such prevision is
not itself repealed, then all subsidiary legisls-
tion pade under the provision and in force at the
tine of such smendment or subatitution, shall,
unless ths context otherwlse requirves or it is o
etheyvige ezpressly provided and so far as it im
‘¢apable ¢f being made under the amsnded or the
‘Wabatituted provision, continue

15
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Mraiang of
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af (1 emative
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in force as iIf made under such provision, subject to
amendment or yrspeal by subsidiary leglslation nads
undsr guch provision,

16,(1) A1) proclamations, rules (indluding ruleg
of court regulations. orders and by-~laws shall bs
published in the Gazeite and shall) come into operation
on the date of publication tnlems it ls otherwiss
expresily provided that they shall comes into operation
on some other date.

(2) Statutory instruments other than
those apecified in pubsection (1) need not be pub-'
lished unleas expressly required by the det oon=
ferring power to wake them, and, whether published or
not, suoh instruments shall come into operation at
the time of their meking or at such other time as may
be made apeslfied thereins

(2) Subaidiary legislation may be
mads to operats retrospectively ito any date which is
not sarlier than the ooming inte operation of the
Act under which the subaidiary legislstion is mades

Provided that no person shall bs nade
or shall beoome ligkle to any penaliy whaisocever in
respact of any act committed or the failure to do
eny thing before the date on which such subsidlary
legislabion was publishaed in the Gazelte.

17.(1) Phe expression "sukjact to negative
resolution”" when used in relation to the making of
subgldiary leglalation shall mean thai such subgide
iary legimlation shall be laid befors the Nationsl
Agmembly with &ll convenient speed after the making
thereof and 1f the Ndtional Assembly within such
period as shall be prescribed by the standing orders
of the Assemhly resolves that the subgidlary legisla-
tion shall bes annulled the subsidiary lsglelation shall
be void as from the date of the resolution but without
prejukice to the validity of anything done lhereundex
or to the making of new subaidiary legislution.

(2) Phe exprossion "subject to affirmative
resolution® used in relatlon to the meking of subsidm
iary legislation shsl)l mean that such subsidiary



legirlation shall not have the force of law unless
and untll affirmed by a resclutlon of the National.
Assembly«

18.(2) sny rofersnce in muksidiayy legisdution
“40 Mheo Ant" shall be oconmtrued ay a veYersmes to the
Aot wider whioh suoh subgldiary leglelation wap nade,

(2) In any writhen law o referense to an Aeh
phall bo deemed 10 inolude s roference to any subslde
inry legisletion wmade undor the Act to which rofe
erance® wea mede.

{3) Terme and expressions used in sudsidiary
lagimlation shell have ths same mesning ## in the Aok
under which such subsidinry leglelation was made.

19, Seotdone 9, 11y 12 end 52 shall apply
nutatis mutandis and so far ss they are not inapplice
able to subsildiasry leglelation as they apply to Acta.

PART X
POWERS
20w Where in eny Act which is not %o come
into operation immedigtely on the publioation thereof,
there is conferred
(a) u power to make, Or B poOwer

exergisabls by maldngy subsid~
laxy leglglation; ox

(1) A power te maks appointmentsy or

{e) a power to do any other thing
undexr or for the purmoses of the
Aet,

that power may, unless 1t 1s otherwize expresaly prow-
~vided, be exercised st smy time after the dale of
publication af the Acts

Provided that no subsidiery legislation,
appointment, act or thing done under that powey shall,
wnless 1t 18 necessary to bring the Aot inte oporation,
have any effeot until the Act comes into operation.

Refaronosn md
tarmy in muabe
plddary leginlaw
thase

Applivution of

sorigia mectlont
to snbadddary
leglelutlon, abl

Exerol se of
powers beiween
peseing and
coming dnto
operation of
Aot
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21.(1) Where any weitten law confers a power or
jmposes a duty, unless 1t le otherwise expresgly prow
vided, the »ower may be exerclesd snd the duty shall
be performsd from time to time ss occaslon requives.

(2) Where any written law oonfers s power ox
imposes & dnty on tho holder of sn office, unless it
is otherwise expressly provided, the power may ba ex—
axolsed and the duty shall be psrfommed by the holdsy
Tor the time being of the office or by a pergon
appolnted to aot fer him or by = person lawfully per-
formlng the functions of such ofilce.

(3) ‘Where under any written law any autho=
rity or person i» ompowered to wppolnt a person -

(a) {o werform any functionj ox

(v) %0 be & member of any board,
tribunal conmiswlon, cemnlites
or similar bodys or

(o) to be ov do any other tiing;

that suthordty may meke the sppointment either hy
appointing the holder of an office by the term designa-
ting his offioe«

22,(1) Where any written law confars dny funoe
tion en the President, a Minister #r & specified publio
offdcers the President, the Minister or the specified
publis officer mays by order ielegrte any other publis
officer te exercise such function on hid behalf and
thersupon or from the date gpecified, the person dels-
egated shell have and mey,. exercise such funetlon.

(2) Yothing in subsectien (1) shall authtrise
the President, any Minister or any mpecified mublic
offleer to delegats any person to maks subaidiary
lepislation oxr to hear any appeal,

{3) In this seetion "specified publio
officer" mesns the merson for the time being holding
any public office which has been specified, elther
goenerally or for the purposes of a particular fcty
under this section by the Prewldent by notice in ithe
Gazette.
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23.(1) Where any written law comfers power any Bffeot of deles
peraon to delegate the exzeroiss on hiz behalf of any ‘iﬁﬁ:ﬁ' °f funes
Amotion oonferred upon him under zmy wiltten lay =
{(a) buch delegation shall not prom
oluds the person s delogating
Trom exervcising the funotlons me
fdelagated s
(1) such dolegntion mey he condle
tlonady quatified or linited in
auoh monwer an the peraon 8o
delagating nay think it}
{e) where the delegation may be made
enly with the approval of some
naraon, guch delegation mey be
conditienal, qualified or limited
in such msnner as the peraon
whose approvel 1s required may
think fit:; and
{a} the delegation may be to a named
person or to the psrason for the
time ¥aing helding any office
dealgnated by the person so
dolegatings
(2} The delegdtion of any power shall e
deemed to includs the delegation of any duty ineidental
thereto or osnneoted thorewith and the delegation of
any duty shall e deemed to include the delegation of
any power incidental thereto or comnected therein.
PAaRT X1
APPOINTMERTS
BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND CORPORATIONG.
24.(1) Where any written law confers a powar oy im- Powers incldentd
poses a duly upon any person to mske any appointment or do appointmint
to constitute or establish any Wosrd then the person Power to relate

having such power or duty shall salso have power ~ back appoin tmont
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(a) $~ pemove, suspend, dlemdlms or rovoks
the appointment of, any psrdon
eppointed in the exerclse of such powsr
or duty and to reappeint or. reinstate
auch peraoni

(b) o appuint & person to set lemporarily
for any perssn appointsd whe is unalle
to parform hls functions through ab-
sanse or lllness or other csufiey

10 specify the pericd for which any
pergon sppointed in exercisé of such
power or duty sball hold such appoimi~
moat;

Provided +that whare the firstmentiundd
power or duty i% only exercisable upon the recommendation
or is subjedt to the approval or conment to some other
person, then the powers under this sectlon shall only be
azevcimable upor such recommendation or subject to such
approval or consent,

(2) Ay appoiniment under the provisions of any
vritten law may We wade tc have effect retrospectivély
ai from the date upon which the person appointed in fact
began to oxsroisze the povers snd perform the duties of
hig appointment, not being a date earlier than coming
intc operation of the written lsw under which the
appeintment is made,

{3) Where under any writben law a power is conw
ferred upon wny persen or any authovrity to appoint tha
membars, of any board, that- peraon or authority may
appoint & chairmen, wvice~chalrmén and secrethary of such
boaxd,

(4) Where any board, is established under suy
written law, the validity of any act or thing done in
pursuance & any of the powers of such bosrd, shall net
be affectad by «

(a) any vscancy in the mombership there-
of, or
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{t) wany defest in the sppointment or
quelifications of & psrson purporting
to be a member thereof, or

(o) the presence at or participation in
any proceedings, of any mpsrson not ene-
titled to be present thersat or to
participate thersin; or

{d) any minor irregularity {not calculsted
to causé any prejudice, injuastice or
hardship 1o any peraon) in the con~
venlng or conduet of any wmesting
{thareol .

(5) In this smeotion the term "board” includes
trivunal, commission, committee and olher &imilar body.

25, Where any written law contains worde estab- Eptoblishment
lishing or providing for the establishment of a body D orporate

corporate, those words shall operate ~
{8) to vest in thit body when established-

{1} +the power to sue in its corporate
nams ;

(ii)\ the power to enter into contracts
in 1%a corporate neme, and to do
so that, as regards third partles
the body. shall be deemed t0 havse
the seme power Iv make contxacta
a8 an individual hasi

{144} the right to have a common seal
gnd to alter ar change that seal;

(iv) the right to aceulrs snd hold any
moveble or immovable property for
purposes for which the body is
constituted and to dispose of¢ ox
charge, such property;

{v) 1the risht to regulate its own
procadure and busliness.

{(v)  to make that body liable to we susd in
its corporsie name.
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(2) Section 24(3) shall apply to a body corporate as
it applias 0 hoards,

Continuango in 26,(1) Where &t ary time Puvliament ie dissolved,
Gffica, after. no person who was s memdar thereof at the time of such
Paylivwent, of disgolution shall, by remzon only of such dlssolution,

o Mombar theres  gonsa Lo he a member, director, chairman, or vice-

@§§§:Fd" aghalrman of any board Lo which he was nppointed or of
which he wan a mexbwr, director, chalrman or vice~
ohalrman by vizrtue of his Reing a member of Pavrliament,
and any such pereovn shall, notwithstending sush diye
golution, cortimis to ba & menmber, divector, chalrman
or vies-chaiyman, as the care may be, &f such hoard une
11l the firet meobing ef Parliament held afier such dim-
gsolution.

{2) In thia section the axpression “board" in~
eludes advigory oovuncil, commiitton and any body or
suthord ty, however created.

Pewnr of 27.(1) Yhere any written law confers funcilons -

mulwelty. upon & body or a number of psrsons censisting of or not
being lese than three, suoh funotions way be performed
in the name of that body or nurber of persons by a
majority of those paruons;

(2) Whensver such bedy or number of persons ie
asgemeled, the chairman or obher member presiding shall
huve a camiing as wall as an ordginel voite, 1n all met-
ters in which a decision ie taken by vote.

(3) The sxercilse ol any power vested in sueh
body or numbsr of persons may be signlfisd either by
the chairman or other pesrson presiding et the meeting
or other proceeding ab which such power was exercised
or at which, as the cuse may be, authorily to exercise
it was conlirmed, or Wy any person from time o time
authorised by such body or number of perasons to signify
the oxerciue of much powar,

PART XII
TAW CFRLCERS

Punatiows af 28.(1) Subject to subsectiocn 4, any functions AuLiio-
Attorney CGanzrol . - & . Aomvs o A - . p
nay boznrhumaa rlsed or reguired by oxr under any written law to be dls-

by Solieiter charged by the Attorney Oenercl may bhe discoarged by the
Genarul,. o
Soldcitor Genewval:



Provided that, save where the offige of
Attorney Gensral ls vacant or the holder thersof im un-
eble {whether by reason of awsence or infirmity or body
ot mind ¢r any other sause) tc act; the Welicltor Ganw
sral shall discharge such only of the sald funotions asg
the Attorney Genersl may assign 4o hinm.

(2) Dupdng any pericd when the office.cf Attorney
General is vacant, any oertlfloate, pabition, déirection,
notioe, procseding or other dooument, mabier cr thing
whatsoover suthorlssd or required, by or under any

written law Yo be glven, delivered, served, tauken or

weltton law to be given, deliversd, sgerved, talen or
done to, on or against the Holleltor Geonaral,

(3} Mor the nvoidnnoe of doubt 14 ip hareby dew
olared that, subjent %o the provimlons of the follewling
subssotion, where fhe office of Attornsy Genoral ie van~
ant or the holder thersol iz unadle (whether by resson
of mhaenoce o infirmity of body or mind o any other

cauga) to sot, the funobiomm of thad office at common
law shall be disohargsd by the Sclisltor Genersl,

{4) ¥here the office of Attorney General is wvac-
ant or the holder thereof is unable (whether by reason
of ahboenee or infilrmity of body or mind or any other
cause) to act, the Prime Minister may divect the smoli-
citor General not to discharge mll or any of the afore~
said functions of that effice.

29. The leputy Stete Solicitor shall have and may
exerclua and perform zll the functicns of the State
8olicitor.

BART XIIT
TING AND DISTANCE

30 Where any. exproasion »f time occurs in any
written law or public document, the time referred to
shall signify the standard time of Guymns which, unless
the Progident prescribas otherwise by order, shall be
three hours and forty~five minuies Lebind CGresnwich Mean
Tine,

23

Punutions of
Stute Selicltor
te bz periowvmed
by Depuly Staso
Beliciter,

Standard Time
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Prevlulons where Jls In any written law whers no time 1s presaribed

mo time pre- or allowed within which anything shall be done, such thing
shall be done with all convenient spesd, and as often ss
the presoribed occaslon arimes.

Corpu tation of 32.(1) In computing time foer the purpose of any

‘ mMes

written law unless the context otherwime requires or it
is otherwise exprasaly provided -

{a) & reference to days shall be construed as
a raference to clear days;

(b) & period of days from the happening of
an svent er the dodng of any act or thing
ghall be deemed to de exolusive of ihe
day on whish the avent happens or the aot
or thing is donaj

(¢) 1if the last dmy of the pericd is & public
holiday the period shall include the next

follswing day, not beilng o public holi-
day;

(d) when sny aot er procesding ia directed or
sllowed %o be dons or taksn on s certain
day, then if thel day happens fo be a
public holiday, the act or proceeding
shall be considerad as done or taeken in
dus time 1f it is done or takeén on the
next day following not being & public
holiday;

(@) wlhen an act or proceeding is directed oy
allowed to ba done or taken -

(i) within any time not excesding six
days, public holidayda shall not be
reckoned in the computation of the
time

{11} witbin any timé oxceeding six days,
publiec holidays shall not be real-
sned so ag to reduce the time to
leas than six days not beling publie
holidays.



33, Wanare in any written law a time ls prescribed E;;gvtuexUna"
for dolng any met’or taklng sny procesding snd power is e

given 1o a oourt, public dody, public affioer or other

authority to extend such tilme, then the power may be

exsrcisad by the court, public tody, puvlic offinsr or

other authority notwithstanding the expiration of time

pregcribed.

34. In tho measurement of any distance for the Moaas remon &
purposes of any writien law, that distance shall be mag- of Dintdnues
pured in a strajght lins on a horizontal plens,

TART XIV

QVFENCES, PUNALTIEY & PROSECUTINNG

35. Whore itn any weltteon law a penally 1s pro- Bogall tias
gsoribed for an offenoce, unless 1t le otherwise sxpressly do%?d*ﬁ ko,
provided, such provielon shall imply - amdllens

{a)  that such offence shall be punisheble
upon eonviciion by m pemulty not sxceedw
ing tha penalty prescribed; and

(b)  4f the amount of the fine is unspeci~
fied, that such offence shall be punish-
able by a fine of any ameunt in the
discretion of the court provided ihet
the amount of ths fine shall not be
eXCesgive .

36. Where In any fAct morz thon cne ponalty 18 ?m““ifiﬁw
= ~ € cumiz.alive
prescribed for an elfence, the use of the word "and" ot alternati e,

shall mean %nat the peraliiss nay be inflicted altern-
atively or cumulatively,

37, YWhere an act or omlasion conatitutes an ?igﬁrggﬁim'
offenize under itwp or more writiten lawe, thes offender ‘
shell, unless it is sthervise expressly provided, he

liable %o bve prosscuted and punished undsr either or any

of those laws, bubt a conviction or an acqultial upon

such prosecutlion shall be o bar Yo proseoution for the

same offence, or for an offence which suhstantially the

gane offence, under mny other of such laws.
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PART XV
APPLIEDR DAWS

2B . An applled law shall be deemed to extand to
Guyana so far only &8 local laws and olrcumginnces per-
mlts and in applying that law or portion thersof 1%
shall be oonatrusd with any verbal slteration, not
affecting the gubstance, necessary to render it appli~
eable to the pariticular matter in queation,

39.(1) Whkere in any written law or in any public
documant made after 15th July, 1891, roference 13 made
to an appliad Act, the applisd Aot may be cited by lts
short title, if any, either with or without refersnce

to the chapter, or by referenve to the »rsgnal yeur in
vhich 1t wes passed and vwhere nescessary elther by a ref-
erenss to a particular chaptsr or 10 a partlculsr ses—
slon of Parlisment of the United Kingdom or by reference
to & ssotlion of the mppliad Act.

(2) That referonce shall, unless the context
otherwise requires, be resd as referring, in the ¢ege of
appllied laws included in any revised sedition of the laws
&f Guysna purporting to be printed by authority, to that
gdition, and in the case of applisd laws not so inoluded
and made before the reign of George I, King of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, to the edition prepared
under the direction of the Record fHommission of the
Government of the United Kingdom; and in othar cages to
the coples of much applisd laws purporting to be printed
by the Queen's printer or under the superintendence of
Hor Majesty's statlionevy ofline in the United Kingdoms

44, In any applied law mads efter Ll5th July, 1891,

& dssoription or oltatlon of a portion of an gpplisd

Aot shall, unlesa the context otherwise reguiras, be
eonmtruod as including the word, section or ether part
wentionsd or relerved to as forming the beglnning and as
forming the end f the portlon comprised in the desorip-
tion or citsmtion.

FART VI
REPEAL OF WRITTEN LAW

41, Where a writltten law msade after the Bth Karch,
1856, whether before ar after the comlng into operation
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of this Act, repeals in whole or in part any former :’g“;‘;gn;{i‘;‘g*‘”"
written law and substitutea provisiens for the written wtltron Low,
lew repealed, {the repealed written law sball, unless
the oontezt otherwlse reguires or it is othervwise
sxproasly provided, remein 4n forss untll the aubstituted
provieions come into operatlon.

424 Whare a written law made after the Bth March, :ﬂe?n?m to
1856, repsals a repealing written lew, it shall not be weltren Lawe
congtrusd as reviving any wrilton law previously re~

pealed, unless werds are addad reviving that written

law,

43. Where a written law mede after 15th July, gavings in

cases of repeal,

1891, repeals and re-enacta, with er without modifiga-~
tion, any provisions of & former writhen laws referesnoces
in any other written law or in sny public document to
tha provisions so repealed shall, unlses tha context
otherwide reguires or 1t is otherwise exprassly provided,
be consirued as references to the provisions 80 re-
ensotoed,

44 Where a written Aaw made after 15th July, 189
1891, repesls any other writhen lew then, unlesa the
context otherwilse requires or 1t is otherwise expressly
provided, the repeal shall not gubstitute ~ for.

(a) revive anything not In foice or exlsting
at the btime at which the repeal takas
effacty or

(b) affect the provious eperstion of any
written law so repealed or anything duly
done or suffersd under any written lsw
an repeeled; or

(o) affsot eny rdght, privilsge, obligatien,
or lisbllity acquirsd, accrusd, or incur-
red under any writben law so repesuledyj or

(4) affect any penalty, forfelture, or _
punishment locvrred in respect of sny
offence commitied agalnat any written
law g0 repealed; or

(8) affect any investigation, legal procesd-
ing, or remedy in respect of any right,

.,5‘”
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and the investigation, legal proceeding, or remedy may
be instituted, continued or enforced, and the penaliy.
forfeiturs or punishsient may ke imposed as 1f the re-

pealing writtsn law had not bsen made.

PERT XVIX
MISCELLANEQUS FROVISIONS RELATING TO WRITTEN LAW

45, Ne written law ghall in any mannsr whatacsver
sffact the wights of the State wnlens 1t Ll therein

expreasly provided or unless 1t =0 appears by neceapary
mplice blon.

46.(1) Where any written law is divided into Partm,
Titles or divisions, the fact and particulars of auch
divinions shall be baken notice of in all ocourts and
for all other purpeses whatsoever.

(2} The preamble of wny writien law may be refer-~
ret 10 for wssistance in explaining the seope and ohject
of the writtsn law.

(3)  TDvery schedule, tebla or marginal note to any
written lew, together with any noles to any Aet or note
to any Part thoreof shall be coumirued and have sffsct
ag part of the written law.

47, Whenever forms are preseribed in any written
law, 8light devliations therefrom, not affecling the sub~
sfance or oceleulatsd to misvlead, shall not invalidate
“thBl‘lh

48.(1) Where sxpressions are defined for the purposes
of or ussd ln any written law, such expressions shall
have the mennings assigned Yo them, unless thers iz any-
thing in the subject ov context repugnant to or incone
alstent with such meaning.

(2) Wnere a4 word ils definad in or for the purposes
of any writien law, other parte of gpeech and grammati-
cal variations of that word and cognuate srpressions,
ghall have corresponding meanings in or for the pur-~
poses ef puch writiten law,



49, Rvery Aot which,affeoks:or banefita some
partioular permon or ssaoolation or body corporsate shall
be dgsmed to, ¢ontain provision saving the rights gft the
State, of 411, hadies. pol;tic and,ﬁorporgta and, of g}l;
other oexsonsg .exnept psrmons affeated. ox bqneﬂxted My,the
Act and those elaxming by or undsr them,
RIEEN

506 100 o 5N any wriffen law g dessription or, Qﬁtaulqn
of:a partion or any other written lav shall, unless it
1t 1= ethawlse expreanrly provided ur the .context oiher~
wine roquires, he sonshrued as including the woyd, sec-
Yhon sox . othen part menbloned #r referwed 40 as forming
the Yeginning and ss fexrming the and of tha portien.
oomprised in the description or alitatlon. :

srtry g Je- TN S T DA

Siu(klx Wh@ma upder a w:;tﬁaﬁ.law trayoqgseqt 0L oy
authority of the Attorney General or the Directer of
Publio Progecutlons is necessary before any action or
prosstution s -conmenaed v any: €eeyment. punpsrting.to be
the songent: or. authordty of 1the Abbtornay, Geperal or
Direotor of Public Pronecutions shall be reoeived ss
prima facle evidenos in any preceeding without prodf
being given that the sigmeture toisuéh:.cunpest” or author-
ity is that of the Attornej Genersl or the Director of
Publie "Pi‘osa“éii‘tinns" aa ﬁ}‘ia*cadé heyehen: i Lills bus
@l e gl R N 1 T AICE R T iﬁﬁ s

(2)  Wnore WrWer éecfion B8 o¢ *thia Avto%he Soliei-
tor General i1s exercising the powers ef the Attorney
Genoral, the provieipns.ofvthla. @ectiﬁn shall apply to
the Solicitar General ns they apply to the Attorney
- Generalyr P
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PART XVIII

SUPPLEMENTAL ‘PROVISIONS

Mewn ing 52,(1) 'The meaning of the word “lands" in any Ord-
of “Lands’ inance passed after the 8th March 1856 ‘and before the
and " Statute 15th July, 1891 shall not he affected by this Act.
*"Btatute''

(2) In any writton law made before theg coming into
operation of this Act, the expression "stutute" shall
gontinue to have the same meaning ss under the interp-
retation Ordinance, 1891 (hereinafter repealed),

Repeal of 55 The Interpretation Ordinance, 1891, the Deputy
Cup, 5 und Crown Solicitor (Powers) Ordinance, 2961, and the Law
Ordinances Officers Ordinance, 1965 are hereby rapealed,

14 of 1861 .

and

Provided that ell delagations of funotions
vested in the President at the date of commencement of
thia Act =

L of 1968,
Savings

(a) made under sectlon 39 of the Interpretation
Ordinance and published in the Gazette} or

(b) made by order under section 40 of the
¢ Interpretation Ordinance,

and still in force at the date of the oommencement of
thia Aot shall continus to have effect after such date
aa if made under seotion- 22 of this Act.

EXPLANATORY MEMOILANDUM

This Bill seeks to consolidate the law relating
to the interpretation of Acts of Parliament. The Provi=-
sions of the existing Ordinance have been amplified with
a view to further shortening and simplifying the lang~
uage used in legilslatlon and to rendering ite interp-
retation simpler and more certain,

2, This Bill relates axclusively to interprg?ﬁtion
and does not alter any substantive law nor affect any
pubdtantive rights., Ite enactment at this time will
greatly fmoilitate the preparation of the new revised
edition of the lawa of Guyana which will contain the

the s:tatutes of Guyana as in force on the 23rd Mebruary,
1970. The BiLll provides that the Act will ocome into foce
on that date and its proviglons are designed to refleat
the ohanges involved in the Republiosn form that the
Constiitution will take on that date.

B





